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PERSONAL INTRODUCTION

Dear Delegates,

My name is Aristides Bakamitsos, and | am an IB1 student at the American Community
School of Athens. This year, | have the utmost honor of serving as the Deputy President
of the Special Conference on State Apathy of the 14" PS-MUN conference. MUN has
truly shaped me as a person and has allowed me to challenge my own perspectives
and grow both academically and emotionally. | hope, through this committee, that
you will also be able to take advantage of the knowledge and skills MUN has to offer.
Back in 2024, | had the opportunity to be a delegate at the 13* PS-MUN Special
Conference on the Paradox of Progress, and | hope you have as much fun as | did last
year.

This study guide aims to familiarize you with the topic of “Pursuing Collaborative
Methods to tackling Migration Crises including a “Root Causes” Approach”, and while
it offers an overview of the matter, it is highly recommended to conduct external
research to better familiarize yourself with the topic. For any questions, feel free to
contact me at bakamitsosa26@stu.acs.gr.

| cannot wait to meet you all in March!
Kind Regards,

Aristides Bakamitsos
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INTRODUCTION

The need of humans to change environments in search of better living opportunities
is a phenomenon very often seen through history. Migration is the movement of a
person from one place of residence to another, whether it be nationally or
internationally. Seasonal migration was common for hunter-gatherers, human’s
ancestors who foraged or hunted for their food, as they changed different locations
due to wavering climates and hunting routes.! This continued throughout history, with
migration being prompted by factors such as religious persecution, colonization, and
trade routes. After the end of the first World War in 1918, the global community was
left to deal with the effects of mass migration and immigration, such as overcrowding,
lack of resources, and the need to innovate migration laws. The United States (US) was
the key recipient of migrants at the time; since for the decade leading up to and after
the war the nation was receiving an average of one million migrants a year.? When the
League of Nations, the predecessor of the United Nations (UN), was established in
1920, it began to focus on managing and mitigating migration, by taking steps such as
helping over 500,000 refugees return to their homes and providing refugee camps in
countries like Turkiye after World War | and established the Nansen passport as a
means of identification for stateless people.? After the UN was established in 1946,
and then later the UN High Commissioner on Refugees in 1950, the first steps to
reform immigration were starting to be taken, such as enacting legislation to protect
the rights of refugees in the 1951 Refugee Convention.

A migration crisis occurs when a large number of people move from their place of
residence to another location, either within or outside of the borders of a country.
This leads to the vulnerability of the communities receiving them due to the influx of
new residents, possibly causing change to future migration patterns and so, altering
the routes of movement of a population over time.* These crises are caused by a
variety of factors, but mainly by violence, conflict, persecution, extreme hunger,
climate change, and poverty. Women and girls are affected the most by these factors,
with refugee women being twice as prone to sexual and gender-based violence, with

1 Reamer, Meg. “Prehistoric Human Migration (U.S.” National Park Service,
https://www.nps.gov/articles/prehistoric-human-migration.htm.

2 “Immigration and the Great War (U.S.” National Park Service, 6 October 2023,
https://www.nps.gov/articles/immigration-and-the-great-war.htm.

3 “The League’s Successful Humanitarian Work.” History: From One Student to Another,
https://www.historyfromonestudenttoanother.com/as-level-international-history-1870-1945/the-
league-of-nations-and-international-relations-in-the-1920s/the-leagues-work/the-leagues-successful-
humanitarian-work.

4 “What is a migration crisis and how to address it integrally | OIM Oficina Regional para
Centroamérica, Norteamérica y el Caribe.” OIM, https://rosanjose.iom.int/en/blogs/what-migration-
crisis-and-how-address-it-integrally.
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over 88% of female asylum seekers having experienced sexual violence within their
lifetime.>

Migration crises are also highly intertwined with state apathy. State apathy refers to
when a state or government exhibits a lack of interest, concern, or action in addressing
major issues affecting its population. When states are apathetic, many root causes of
migration, such as violence and conflict, are left untreated and worsen throughout
time, causing people to migrate. The same also applies with environmental issues, as
when environmental conditions exacerbate, individuals have no other choice but to
flee from where they are. Weak border control and inadequate migration policies, also
caused by an apathetic state, can cause an influx of migration. Insufficient legal
frameworks to help migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers makes them more
vulnerable, and can put them in dangerous situations, such as becoming susceptible
to human trafficking and smuggling.

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS

Asylum
A form of protection which allows a person to remain in a country instead of being
moved to a country where they fear persecution.®

Collaborative Methods
Approach to solving a problem in a collaborative way, where each individual member
has the ability to explore their own individual solutions.’

Diaspora
The movement of a certain group of people away from their established or ancestral
homeland.?

Host Country
A country that receives migrants.®

5 “Supporting Refugee Women: Understanding Sexual Assault Trauma.” STARTTS, 21 March 2024,
https://www.startts.org.au/blog/refugee-women-sexual-assault-trauma/.

6 “What is asylum? -.” UNHCR, https://help.unhcr.org/usa/applying-for-asylum/what-is-asylum/.

7 Dylan, Scott. “What is a collaborative methodology and what are the benefits for your business?”
Scott Dylan, 14 July 2020, https://scottdylan.com/blog/motivation/what-is-a-collaborative-
methodology-and-what-are-the-benefits-for-your-business/.

8 “Diaspora Definition & Meaning.” Merriam-Webster, https://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/diaspora.

9 “HOST COUNTRY | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary.” Cambridge Dictionary,
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/host-country.
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Human Trafficking
The usage of force, fraud, or coercion to obtain some type of labor or commercial sex
act.10

Immigration
The action of someone moving permanently to a foreign country.!!

Internationally Displaced Person (IDP)
People who are forced to leave their homes due to conflict, violence, persecution, and
disasters.!?

Irregular Migration
The movement of people to a new place of residence that occurs outside of the
regulatory methods for this movement.?

Migrant

A person who moves away from their usual place of residence for reasons such as
violence, conflict, and poverty. This is not exclusive to leaving one’s country, but more
generally from the area they live in.*#

Migration Crisis
Large scale migration flows that are caused by a crisis and lead to vulnerabilities for
affected populations and areas.®

Non-Refoulement

Core principle of international and refugee law that prohibits states from deporting
persons to a country where they risk persecution, torture, or where any of their
human rights will be violated.'® For example, if a person is a refugee, and if in the
country they were to be deported to they ran the risk of being persecuted, they cannot
be returned to that country.

10 “\What Is Human Trafficking?” Homeland Security, 22 September 2022, https://www.dhs.gov/blue-
campaign/what-human-trafficking.

1 “IMMIGRATION | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary.” Cambridge Dictionary, 30 October
2024, https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/immigration.

12 “Internally Displaced People.” UNHCR, https://www.unhcr.org/about-unhcr/who-we-
protect/internally-displaced-people.

13 “Irregular migration - European Commission.” Migration and Home Affairs, https://home-
affairs.ec.europa.eu/networks/european-migration-network-emn/emn-asylum-and-migration-
glossary/glossary/irregular-migration_en.

14 “Who is a Migrant? | International Organization for Migration.” International Organization for
Migration (IOM), https://www.iom.int/who-migrant-0.

15 “What is a migration crisis and how to address it integrally | OIM Oficina Regional para
Centroamérica, Norteamérica y el Caribe.” OIM, https://rosanjose.iom.int/en/blogs/what-migration-
crisis-and-how-address-it-integrally.

16 “non-refoulement - European Commission.” Migration and Home Affairs, https://home-
affairs.ec.europa.eu/networks/european-migration-network-emn/emn-asylum-and-migration-
glossary/glossary/non-refoulement_en.
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Persecution
Unfair or cruel treatment due to race, religion, or political beliefs.’

Refugee
A person who has been forced to leave their country and seek safety in another one.8

Replacement Theory
A theory rooted in racism saying that white Americans and Europeans are going to be
replaced by non-white immigrants.*®

Root Cause
The fundamental reason for the occurrence of a problem.?°

Sending Country
Also known as the originating country, it is the country from which migrants relocate
from.?!

Smuggling
The act of illegally importing or exporting goods from a country.??

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Overview of Migration Crises

Analyzing Migration Crises

Migration crises are mainly caused by violence, persecution, poverty, and
extreme climate conditions, leading to them being titled as “root causes” of
migration crises. When these occur, those affected leave their homes in search
of a better life. If these situations remain unresolved, migration only continues
to escalate and will eventually become a migration crisis. The most affected
actor in a migration crisis is the sending nation, or the nation from which the
migration crisis occurs. When a migration crisis occurs, a sending nation loses

17 “pERSECUTION | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary.” Cambridge Dictionary,
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/persecutionf#fgoogle_vignette.

18 “Refugees.” UNHCR, https://www.unhcr.org/refugees.

19 Rose, Steve. “A deadly ideology: how the 'great replacement theory' went mainstream.” The
Guardian, 8 June 2022, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/jun/08/a-deadly-ideology-how-
the-great-replacement-theory-went-mainstream.

20 “OOT CAUSE definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary.” Collins Dictionary,
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/root-cause.

21 Jain, Aayush, and Rupali Amin. “Origin Country: Its Meaning & Impact in Migration Explained.”
Vance - Neobank for NRIs, https://www.vance.tech/blog/sending-or-originating-country.

22 “\NWhat Is Human Trafficking?” Homeland Security, 22 September 2022, https://www.dhs.gov/blue-
campaign/what-human-trafficking.
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tens if not hundreds of thousands of people each year.?? In times of crisis,
many highly trained people migrate in search of stability, leading to a severe
lack of skilled workers in the country, and, therefore, greatly reducing the
accessibility of products or services and harming the country’s economy. This
can be seen in current migration crises such as the one occurring in Ukraine,
which in 2023 had a brain drain index of 8.9 out of 10 after the invasion of
Russia in 2022 and subsequent migration crisis, signifying how migration crises
and brain drain are intertwined.?* Furthermore, when a phenomenon-like
brain drain occurs, the process of remittance follows soon afterwards.
Remittance is a financial transfer made by migrants directly to their families or
communities from the country they emigrated from. This can cause remittance
dependence, where the country experiencing a migration crisis is dependent
on remittances in order to uphold their economy, as can be seen in the case of
Nicaragua, where remittances made up 27% of the country’s gross domestic
product (GDP) in 2023 following mass migration from the country.?

Host countries are also heavily affected by migration crises. When a country
experiences a mass influx in immigration, it is commonly followed by the
expansion of the country’s economy. For example, in February of 2024, the
nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office of the US calculated that immigration
would lead to a 7 trillion USD boost in the economy within the next decade,
showing how migration can help better the economic status of host countries
by increasing the size of the labor market, and, therefore, bolstering the
economy.?® However, host countries also have to deal with burdens of
migration, including social tensions between migrants and natives, and having
to facilitate assimilation and managing straining infrastructure. Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGOs) also play a large role in alleviating the
struggles that are faced by migrants. They help fill any gaps, like a lack of long-
term housing and provision of specialized health-care services, that are left by
governmental aid to migrants and refugees. NGOs are also able to provide a

23 “The 10 largest refugee crises to know in 2024.” Concern Worldwide,

https://www.concern.net/news/largest-refugee-crises.

24 “Brain Drain Countries 2024.” World Population Review,
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/brain-drain-countries.
25 “Remittance Flows Continue to Grow in 2023 Albeit at Slower Pace | Migration and Development
Brief 39.” World Bank, 18 December 2023, https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-
release/2023/12/18/remittance-flows-grow-2023-slower-pace-migration-development-brief.

26 Saraiva, Augusta, and Enda Curran. “Immigration Is Fueling US Economic Growth While Politicians
Rage.” Bloomberg, 22 March 2024, https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-03-
22/immigration-is-fueling-us-economic-growth-while-politicians-rage.
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lot more personalized aid to affected persons, with a primary example of this
being the provision of psychological aid to migrants and refugees.?’

During migration crises, criminal activities such as smuggling tend to increase,
as these illicit practices are seen by some refugees as the fastest way to escape
their countries. In 2016, in the midst of many different migration crises
occurring worldwide in locations such as Syria, Libya, and Haiti, at least 2.5
million migrants were smuggled, generating a return of approximately $5.5
billion USD.?® As is evident, the impacts of migration crises can be felt around
the globe, and when one does occur, many actors come into play in order to
address and mitigate the circumstances that arise.

While the concept of mass migration has long been present, it is important to
zero in on the most impactful moments of migration in history: the
transatlantic slave trade. Spanning from 1529 to 1867, the transatlantic slave
trade was the largest forced migration to take place in history. Throughout this
trade, approximately 12.5 million men, women, and children?® were forcibly
taken from their homes in Africa and brought to the Americas. Enslaved
individuals were put into forced labor, working on plantations and made to
reproduce to create more slaves. This also led to discord within the western
coast of Africa, where government agents would sell their own people to the
slave trade, thus, creating a rift between the communities. The transatlantic
slave trade heavily coincided with the first industrial revolution, which only
further increased mass migration due to the demand for cheap labor. With the
creation of new forms of transportation such as the steam engine, the
emergence of mechanical production, colonization, and the expansion of
country’s borders, mainly those participating in imperialism to further benefit
the industrial revolution like Britain, Portugal, Spain, and the Netherlands,
many people migrated in search of economic opportunities and a better life.
This took place from approximately 1846 to 1914, and approximately 30
million European people emigrated to the US due to its open-door migration
policy, meaning that there was no limit set to how many migrants and refugees
the country would take. This increased during WWI, with approximately 1

27 Dickinson, Karl. “The Role of NGOs in Facilitating Migrant Integration in European Cities.” JPI Urban
Europe, 5 December 2023, https://jpi-urbaneurope.eu/the-role-of-ngos-in-facilitating-migrant-
integration-in-european-cities/.

28 “SMUGGLING.” United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime,
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glosom/GLOSOM_2018_web_small.pdf.
Accessed 5 September 2024.

29 “Forever Free | United Nations.” the United Nations, https://www.un.org/en/exhibits/forever-free.
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million people a year seeking refuge in the US.3° This number decreased
throughout the years, after the US set an immigration quota limit in 1924.
During World War Two, the United States housed 1 million migrants and
refugees.3! This greatly impacted the social structure of the US, as it became
referred to as a “melting pot” for different cultures and people, but also came
with social division based off of factors such as ethnicity and religion between
migrants.

Mass migration has been recorded in Europe between the 1950s and 60s. After
WWII, a large part of Europe needed to be rebuilt because of the damages that
were caused. Due to labor demands created from reconstructing economies
after the second World War, many workers were recruited from countries in
the Mediterranean like Greece, Italy, Spain, Tirkiye, and Morocco, and
brought to the industrial core of Europe in countries like Germany to help
those affected develop and rebuild. Additionally, many people who lived in the
countryside migrated to major cities, so they could pursue higher paying jobs.
This led to the trend of urbanization, causing problems like overburdening
existing infrastructure and environmental damage due to the crowding of
urban areas. Europeans would also migrate within Europe and to the Americas,
particularly the US and Argentina.3?

By the 1980s and 1990s, the whole world felt the effects of migration crises.
When the Afghan Crisis caused by the Soviet Afghan War reached its peak in
the late 1980s, there were more than six million Afghan refugees in the world,
a majority of which fled to Iran and Pakistan. When American bombardment
in Afghanistan began in October of 2001, more than 3.6 million Afghans
remained refugees, and 700,000 more people were displaced. This led to
severe impacts on the Afghan population, and increased the reliance of the
Afghan people on smugglers in order to facilitate immigration. 33 Additionally,
Europe was faced with yet another migration crisis. Leading up to this in the
1980s, European countries were experiencing an influx of migrants from Africa,
Asia, and Latin America. This only worsened with the dissolution of the Soviet
Union in 1991 along with the Yugoslav wars. Due to economic decline, crime,
corruption, and war caused by these events, many people chose to flee their

30 “Immigration and the Great War (U.S.” National Park Service, 6 October 2023,

https://www.nps.gov/articles/immigration-and-the-great-war.htm.

31 How Many Refugees Came to the United States from 1933-1945? | Americans and the Holocaust,
https://exhibitions.ushmm.org/americans-and-the-holocaust/how-many-refugees-came-to-the-
united-states-from-1933-1945.

32 Judt, Tony. Postwar: A History of Europe Since 1945. Penguin Press, 2005.

33 “pfghanistan: conflict and displacement 1978 to 2001.” Forced Migration Review,
https://www.fmreview.org/ruiz/.
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countries in search of stability. This caused the largest migration flow in Europe
since the second World War, and combined, the Yugoslav Wars and the break-
up of the Soviet bloc led to 6.8 million people becoming internationally
displaced and refugees.?*

Modern day migration crises have had a large impact on the world. Within the
past 15 years, migration crises in the Middle East, Asia, and Africa have been
felt globally, especially by European states. Migrants leaving from countries
such as Syria, Libya, Afghanistan, Irag, Somalia, and the DRC have led to a mass
migration flows passing through the Balkans and Eastern Europe to reach
countries such as Germany, Sweden, Denmark, and the United Kingdom (UK),
which offer more stability, security, and opportunities than the countries that
they leave from.3®> This trend began in the early 2010s, underwent a major
spike in 2015, and has brought on a myriad of effects for the host countries.
For instance, migration to the UK has led to the spreading and popularization
of foreign cultures throughout the country, with a notable example being that
of “Curry Mile”, known for being a concentrated hub for South Asian and
Middle Eastern cultures. This illustrates how host country society can embrace
and help their migrant populations thrive, through the acceptance and
promotion of their own original cultures and identities.®

34 “Migrants, refugees, history and precedents.” Forced Migration Review,

https://www.fmreview.org/bundy/#_ednref1.
35 “Migrants, refugees, history and precedents.” Forced Migration Review,
https://www.fmreview.org/bundy/#_ednref1.

36 “Consequences of Migration: Causes & Effects.” StudySmarter,
https://www.studysmarter.co.uk/explanations/geography/migration-and-identity/consequences-of-
migration/.
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Immigrants from outside EU and emigrants to outside EU, EU, 2013-
2022
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Nate: Cyprus (2013-2019) migration data include the United Kingdom in the composition of the EU.
Bulgaria, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Finland, Sweden and Liechtenstein did not include refugees from Ukraine who
benefit from temporary protection in their population and migration statistics.

Source: Eurostat (online data codes: migr_imm>5prv, migr_imm12prv,
migr_emi3nxt and migr_emi5nxt) eurostat4

Figure 1: Chart of Immigrants from entering EU from non-EU states®’

When looking at migration crises, it is necessary to address its environmental
root causes, such as global warming and natural disasters. For example, on the
12th of January 2010 Haiti faced an earthquake with a magnitude of 7.1
magnitude on the Richter scale. The earthquake destroyed an estimated
97,294 houses, which caused 1.5 million people to be displaced. Moreover, the
damaged infrastructure and subsequent tsunamis in Haiti led to a migration
crisis, with the majority of Haitians crossing over to the Dominican Republic.38
This posed an issue for the Dominican Republic, as with a population of about
9.8 million in 2010, housing about one million migrants from Haiti led to severe
overpopulation as well as strong cultural clashes due to the two nation’s
historical conflicts and cultural differences.3® Additionally, child trafficking
increased severely due to the earthquake causing people wanting to leave
from Haiti. Trafficking was the easiest and most cost-effective way due to the

overwhelming number of people wishing to leave, due to it passing the

37 “Migration and migrant population statistics - Statistics Explained.” European Commission, 2 April
2024, https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-
explained/index.php?title=Migration_and_migrant_population_statistics.

38 «haiti | Displacement Tracking Matrix.” Displacement Tracking Matrix, https://dtm.iom.int/haiti.
39 “Dominican Republic Population 1950-2024 | MacroTrends.” Macrotrends,
https://www.macrotrends.net/global-metrics/countries/DOM/dominican-republic/population.
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bureaucratic and often costly process of migration, and led to 400 cases of
child trafficking being reported to local authorities after the earthquake.*°

Migration crises still remain an active and prominent issue in the present day,
with one of the key examples being the current situation in Ukraine. On the
24th of February, 2022, the Russian Federation invaded Ukraine as a result of
deeply-rooted tensions between them as well as the greater former Eastern
bloc. This led to one of the most recent migration crises, and since 2022, 6.6
million Ukrainian refugees have been recorded globally.*® A majority of
Ukrainian refugees fled to Germany, due to Germany having an easier asylum
process compared to other European states, and neighboring countries like
Poland. Ukrainian refugees have faced a plethora of problems since fleeing
their home country. For instance, a number of them face unstable housing
conditions, especially when being in countries where housing issues have been
long persistent, such as the Netherlands, Sweden, and Germany.*
Additionally, many countries lack capacities to be able to fully provide and
integrate them, such as a lack of capacity in childcare for refugee families.
Ukrainian refugees also face many obstacles such as unequal qualifications
preventing engagement in the labor market.*3

Complications Associated with Migration

One of the many problems associated with migration and migration crises is
the uneven distribution of migrants across the globe. Countries such as
Germany take in a disproportionate number of refugees and migrants in
comparison to its counterparts. However, most refugees and migrants, notably
refugees from central Africa, are hosted by neighboring Less Economically
Developed Countries (LEDCs). This further increases their economic burden, as
they are forced to provide them with support, which automatically results in
the exhaustion of their already limited resources.** For example, due to the

40 «Child trafficking surges in Haiti | Environment News.” Al Jazeera, 25 December 2011,

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2011/12/25/child-trafficking-surges-in-haiti.
41 “Situation Ukraine Refugee Situation.” UNHCR Data Portal,
https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine.

42 yan Sante, Maurice. “How Europe's housing scarcity varies across countries | articles | ING Think.”
ING Think, 7 March 2024, https://think.ing.com/articles/how-europes-housing-scarcity-varies-across-
countries/.

43 F6ti, Klara. “Social impact of migration: Addressing the challenges of receiving and integrating
Ukrainian refugees | European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working Conditions.”
Eurofound, 28 March 2024, https://www.eurofound.europa.eu/en/publications/2024/social-impact-
migration-addressing-challenges-receiving-and-integrating-ukrainian.

44 “Global Trends report 2023.” UNHCR, https://www.unhcr.org/global-trends-report-2023.

£ PSEMUN

PS-MUN Study Guide |Page 11 of 28



14™ Platon School Model United Nations | 7 — 9™ March 2025

South Sudanese Civil War, about 2.3 million people became refugees, and the
majority of the refugees migrated to LEDCs such as Sudan, Uganda, the
Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, and Kenya.*® This heavily impacted
the refugees, as well as their host countries. In Chad, which houses
approximately 400,000 Sudanese refugees, food rations were halved due to
inadequate funding from the government, leading to massive food shortages
for current and incoming refugees.*® The same can be applied to other
countries and conflicts, like for the first half of the 2016 Syrian conflict, where
sizable groups of refugees fled to LEDCs such as Burundi, the Central African
Republic, Eritrea, and more.*’
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Figure 2: Chart indicating the distribution of migrants across countries based on development level
and economic standing®®

Human Trafficking and Smuggling

Migration crises also pose a large risk for vulnerable people affected by these
crises to be trafficked or smuggled. While both illicit practices are considered
life threatening to their victims, it is important to understand the difference
between these two terms. Human trafficking refers to the usage of fraud,
force, or coercion in order to obtain a commercial sex act. Refugees and
displaced people are extremely susceptible and easy targets for traffickers to
exploit, as they are in vulnerable situations, often without money or other

45 Galal, Saifaddin. “Countries hosting South Sudanese refugees 2024.” Statista, 9 May 2024,
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1241326/refugees-from-south-sudan-by-country/.

46 Bonfiglio, Ayla, et al. “Mixed migration consequences of Sudan's conflict - Sudan.” ReliefWeb, 5
May 2023, https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/mixed-migration-consequences-sudans-conflict.

47 “pPoorer countries host most of the forcibly displaced, report shows.” UNHCR, 27 February 2017,
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/poorer-countries-host-most-forcibly-displaced-report-shows.
48 “Refugee host countries by income level.” UNHCR, https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-
statistics/insights/explainers/refugee-host-countries-income-level.html.
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resources to protect them.*® On the other hand, smuggling refers to the act of
illegally importing or exporting goods from a country. In this sense, the things
that are being illegally moved are humans, and, more specifically, refugees.
Refugees are offered smuggling services, such as transportation over borders
or fraud documents, set at exorbitant rates. However, while undergoing this
smuggling, the refugees are often abused or die at transit, with at least 8,565
people dying on migration routes worldwide in 2023.°° An example of this is
refugees drowning while being smuggled over bodies of water, or suffocating
inside of containers.>!
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Figure 3: Map of smuggling transits®?

One of the major problems faced by migrants and refugees is discrimination
and xenophobia in host countries. Oftentimes, migrants are characterized in
negative ways, and have been associated with various stereotypes, such as
being violent criminals or invaders. Additionally, the great replacement theory,
which is a theory with deep roots in racism, claims that non-white immigrants
are going to replace American and European citizens and how cultural divides
and differences between migrants and nationals can lead to tensions between

49 “Smuggling of migrants: the harsh search for a better life.” United Nations Office on Drugs and

Crime, https://www.unodc.org/toc/en/crimes/migrant-smuggling.html.

>0 “Deadliest Year on Record for Migrants with Nearly 8600 Deaths in 2023.” International
Organization for Migration (IOM), 6 March 2024, https://www.iom.int/news/deadliest-year-record-
migrants-nearly-8600-deaths-2023.

>1 “Smuggling of migrants: the harsh search for a better life.” United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime, https://www.unodc.org/toc/en/crimes/migrant-smuggling.html.

32 “SMUGGLING.” United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime,

https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glosom/GLOSOM_2018_web_small.pdf.
Accessed 5 September 2024.
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the two. Media coverage is also complicit in enforcing negative stereotypes on
migrant communities, with a South African report stating that “the media
typically present limited perspectives on cross-border migration, thereby
leaving South Africans in the dark about the sheer complexities of this global
and age-old phenomenon”. These prejudices and preconceived notions often
bar migrants and refugees from being able to be fully integrated into their new
communities, and further divide immigrants and nationals.

Furthermore, many migrants can be discriminated against by the governments
of the host country they are in. For example, in Tiirkiye, Syrian refugees lack
the right of employment, and need to obtain a permit in order to work
lawfully.>®> However, these permits are extremely difficult to obtain, as out of
the approximately 1.6 million working aged Syrian refugees in Tirkiye only
20,000 have working permits. Consequently, tens of thousands of Syrian
refugees work without permits, meaning that they lack any and all basic labor
rights, such as freedom of association, freedom from compulsory labor, and
the right to a safe and healthy working environment.>* Migrants also do not
have a say in the policies or the governments of the states which they move
to, leaving them vulnerable to policies that do not reflect their beliefs or
opinions or protect their rights, as well as face unfair treatment in judicial
systems, often receiving harsher sentences or unfair treatment in comparison
to citizens of the host country.

MAJOR COUNTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED

Colombia

Colombia has experienced an influx of refugees from Venezuela since the 2000s, with
many citizens leaving the country due to violence, inflation, crime rates, and food
shortages. Colombia currently houses approximately three million>> Venezuelan
refugees, and acts as a transit route for refugees to flee to Central and North America.
As of 2021, Venezuelan refugees are able to gain Temporary Protection Status (TPS)
for ten years in Colombia. However, due to armed conflict in Colombia between the
government and revolutionary armed forces, the country has approximately 6.9

33 “Ljvelihoods and Economic Inclusion Programmes.” UNHCR,
https://help.unhcr.org/turkiye/information-for-syrians/livelihoods/.

>4 “syrian workers in Turkey — DISK.” DiSK, https://disk.org.tr/2018/06/syrian-workers-in-turkey/

3> “Colombia's Refugee Crisis and Integration Approach Explained.” USA for UNHCR, 18 April 2024,
https://www.unrefugees.org/news/colombia-s-refugee-crisis-and-integration-approach-explained/.
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million internally displaced people, and has the second largest population of internally
displaced people in the world.>®

Germany

Germany has been a destination for migrants to escape persecution for a long time;
even before the unification of the German state people would migrate to Germany’s
predecessors, mainly in search of religious freedom. In the 1950s and 60s, during the
reconstruction of Germany after the second World War, Germany signed bilateral
recruitment agreements, which outline the actions and responsibilities of two states
in governing labor migration, with a plethora of European and North African nations.
Essentially, these agreements allowed German companies to recruit foreign citizens
to work in Germany. In the 1980s and 90s, many war refugees from member states
like Iran, Tirkiye, and Yugoslavia fled to Germany, and in 1992 Germany admitted
approximately 70% of all asylum seekers that were registered with the European
Community.>” Currently, migrants make up over 18% of Germany’s population®%, and
most people migrate to Germany to seek democracy and find freedom from
authoritarian states.

India

India is a UN member state that could greatly help mitigate the effects of migration
crises. Being located in south Asia, India is able to help control migration crises that
may occur in the region in countries like Afghanistan and Pakistan which are currently
facing issues with migratory patterns. Due to the size and span of the country, India
could provide safe passage to migrants, as well as house displaced migrants and
refugees. Migration in India could also help with its issues of overcrowding in urban
areas, as states could offer rural relocation services to migrants and refugees in order
to reduce the strain on their infrastructure in urban areas.

Syria

In March of 2011, a violent crackdown on public demonstrations in Syria by the
government led to the beginning of a civil war. This resulted in the Syrian Refugee
Crisis of 2015, where the flow of migrants out of Syria and into countries such as
Lebanon, Jordan, and Tirkiye increased by over 650%, increasing from 158,000

56 Barchfield, Jenny. “Colombia situation | Global Focus.” UNHCR Global Focus,
https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/situations/colombia-situation.

>’ Hailbronner, Kay. “ASYLUM LAW REFORM IN THE GERMAN CONSTITUTION.” American University
International Law Review, 1994,
https://web.archive.org/web/20120422212650/http://www.auilr.org/pdf/9/9-4-9.pdf.

38 Mellersh, Natasha. “Germany: Net migration at all time high.” InfoMigrants, 11 January 2024,
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/54441/germany-net-migration-at-all-time-high.
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refugees in 2008 to over one million in 2015.>° However, many Syrian refugees further
migrated to European states like Germany, Hungary, and Sweden as they faced
economic hardship, discrimination, abuse, and deportation by the Gulf Arab Nations.
When Syrian refugees are deported back to Syria, they become subject to severe
human right violations, meaning that the countries which resettle them go against the
principle of non-refoulement.®®

United States of America (USA)

The United States-Mexico border crisis began in 2014, and surged in late 2020. Many
migrants from Central and South American nations such as Guatemala, El Salvador,
Honduras, and Nicaragua use this border to enter the US and escape from gang
violence economic hardship, and environmental disasters in their home countries. In
December of 2023, monthly migrant encounters at the border reached an all-time
high, with there being approximately 250,000 migrant encounters in the month.!
However, this route is considered the world’s deadliest land migration route due to
its heavy militarization, and in 2022 the IOM reported 686 migrant disappearances
deaths on the US-Mexico border; the highest of any migration route globally.®?

International Organization for Migrants (IOM)

The IOM, also known as the UN Migration Agency, was established at the 1951
International Migration Conference in Belgium. The IOM collaborates with
governmental, intergovernmental, and nongovernmental partners in order to manage
migration globally. It is the leading intergovernmental organization on migration, and
works on migration and development, facilitating migration, regulating migration, and
forced migration.?® The IOM established the Migration Crisis Operational Framework
in 2012,% created to help manage and lower the impacts of migration crises, and in
2017 lead an inter-agency humanitarian response in Cox’s Bazar in Southern
Bangladesh after 700,000 Rohingya refugees faced a genocide by the military of

>“Explaining refugee flows. Understanding the 2015 European refugee crisis through a real options
lens.” NCBI, 20 April 2023, https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC10118136/.

60 “syrian returnees subjected to “gross human rights violations and abuses”, UN report details.”
ohchr, 13 February 2024, https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/02/syrian-returnees-
subjected-gross-human-rights-violations-and-abuses-un.

61 Gramlich, John. “Migrant encounters at the U.S.-Mexico border hit a record high at the end of
2023.” Pew Research Centre, 15 February 2024, https://www.pewresearch.org/short-
reads/2024/02/15/migrant-encounters-at-the-us-mexico-border-hit-a-record-high-at-the-end-of-
2023/.

62 «“ys-Mexico Border World's Deadliest Migration Land Route.” International Organization for
Migration (IOM), 12 September 2023, https://www.iom.int/news/us-mexico-border-worlds-deadliest-
migration-land-route.

63 “Who We Are | International Organization for Migration, IOM | OIM Oficina Regional para
Centroamérica, Norteamérica y el Caribe.” OIM, 27 December 2021,
https://rosanjose.iom.int/en/who-we-are.

64 “History of the.” International Organization for Migration (IOM), https://www.iom.int/iom-history.

£ PSEMUN

PS-MUN Study Guide |Page 16 of 28




14™ Platon School Model United Nations | 7t — 9™ March 2025

Myanmar. Currently, the IOM is working to provide sources of livelihood for IDPs in
Benue State, Nigeria, who are displaced due to the ongoing farmer-herder conflict,
and creating regional strategies to outline how the organization will work with
regional partners to ensure the accessibility of migration.

Lighthouse Relief

Lighthouse Relief is a refugee agency based in Greece. This agency was formed in
September, 2015 in order to aid refugees traveling through Tirkiye from countries in
the Middle East facing migration crises to the Greek Aegean islands. Lighthouse Relief
focuses its efforts mainly on treating the psychological effects of refugees, as well as
helping refugees with any legal or monetary struggles they encounter. The first
objective is met through giving youth and women in refugee camps the ability to cope
and heal through sports, creative expression, and playing games, while the second
objective is met through giving refugees access to social services, facilitating the
asylum procedure for them, and providing food and safe housing to those who are
struggling. Through their emergency response program, Lighthouse Relief has been
able to support approximately 10,500 individuals, and have helped over 10,000
children and teens receive mental health and psychosocial support.®®

United Nations Office on the High Commissioner of Refugees (UNHCR)

The UNHCR, also known as the UN Refugee Agency, was established by the League of
Nations in 1921 after WWII. This was succeeded by the United Nations Refugee
Agency in 1950, and the UNHCR set into place the 1951 Refugee Convention. The
UNHCR works in 136 member states, and provides aid to refugees whilst collaborating
with governments in order to improve the legal frameworks on asylum and refugee
policies. An example of this is the UNHCR’s work with the refugee crisis caused by the
Russo-Ukrainian War, as it provided significant financial, legal, and housing support to
refugees, as well as coordinated over 300 organizations to help house refugees in
neighboring countries.®®

TIMELINE OF EVENTS

DATE DESCRIPTION OF EVENT

UNHCR is established by the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA).
The 1951 Refugee Convention is signed and adopted by 146

14 December 1950

28 July 1951
states.

26 December 1991 The USSR is dissolved, leading to migration crisis in Europe.

65 |ighthouse Relief, https://www.lighthouserelief.org/.
66 “Ukraine emergency.” UNHCR, https://www.unhcr.org/emergencies/ukraine-emergency.
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The Program of Action of the International Conference on

13 September 1994 ) )

Population and Development is adopted.

An earthquake occurs in Haiti, leaving 1.5 million people
12 January 2010 .

displaced.

A violent government crackdown on public demonstration
March 2011 occurs in Syria, leading to the beginning of the Syrian Civil

War and the Syrian Refugee crisis.

The Migration Crisis Operational Framework (MCOF) is
27 November 2012 | adopted by United Nations IOM in order to combat
migration crises.

The New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants is
19 September 2016
adopted.

The Global Compact for Safe and Orderly Migration is
17 December 2018 )
affirmed.

Russia invades Ukraine, leading to the Ukrainian refugee
24 February 2022 o
crisis.

The International Migration Review Forum Progress
20 May 2022 o
Declaration is adopted.

PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS TO SOLVE THE ISSUE

1951 UN Convention relating to the Status of Refugees (Refugee Convention)
The 1951 UN Refugee Convention was outlined by the UNHCR and signed by 149 state
parties. This was one of the first official and binding acts made by the UN to help
address the problems that refugees face. The convention outlined the minimum
standards for the treatment of refugees, such as freedom of religion, access to primary
education, and employment and work rights, creating a global baseline for signatories
to follow. However, as the convention was signed in 1951, it fails to account for issues
affecting refugees and migrants in the 21st century. This is evident by the fact that the
convention only outlines standards for migrants fleeing their countries due to
persecution, and not for economic, environmental, and population migrants.

Program of Action of International Conference on Population and Development
1994

The Program of Action of the International Conference on Population and
Development was adopted by 179 states on 13 September 1994 in Cairo, Egypt. This
program of action has served as one of the guiding forces in managing international
migration and focuses on the connection between population and development, as
well as meeting the needs of individuals and not demographics. Furthermore, it
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emphasizes the issues that refugees face with human rights and gender equality, as
well as acknowledges the economic growth and rights of younger migrants. However,
as its predecessors, it fails to address the emerging issues of migration as time has
progressed.

UN International Organization on Migration (IOM) developed Migration Crisis
Operational Framework (MCOF)- 2012

The MCOF was created in November 2012 by the IOM. It was created in order to
support communities affected by mass migration, and is based on three pillars meant
to manage and mitigate these crises. The first of these pillars is the phase of time
before, during, and after a migration crisis. The second one outlines 15 sectors of
assistance for communities affected by migration crises, such as camp management,
shelter, reintegration to society, and more. The final pillar is centered around
association and coordination, or in more practical terms international collaboration.
However, this framework is overly complex and resource demanding, and, therefore,
is not as effective in providing support during migration crises.

New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants & Global Compact for Safe,
Orderly, and Regular Migration -2016

The New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants was a collaborative effort
between member states in September, 2016 to address the issues that have arisen
with migration. In this declaration, all 193 UN member states reaffirmed their
commitment to respecting the human rights of migrants and refugees. The declaration
also addressed the issue of the international responsibility to house migrants, and
declares that this responsibility should be shared equitably between member states,
as well as declare support to countries who experience a large flow of migrants and
refugees. Out of this declaration, the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly, and Regular
Migration was established in December, 2018. The compact focuses on easing
pressure on host countries, as well as enhancing refugee self-reliance, developing
accessibility for third country solutions and supporting conditions in countries of origin
for refugees and migrants to return in safety and dignity, meaning that those who left
are able to sustain their economic, political, social, and psychological conditions
needed to maintain life when they return to their country of origin.

International Migration Review Forum Progress Declaration - May 2022

The International Migration Forum Progress Declaration was one of the first steps to
synchronizing migration policy making to modern day standards, utilizing the Global
Compact on Safe, Orderly, and Regular Migration mentioned above as a baseline for
what was put forward by the declaration. The progress declaration expands on the
participation and inclusion of migrants in policy making, as well as the effects of
systemic racism on migrants and the role that governments play in creating situations
of vulnerability for migrants and for refugees. However, the progress declaration does
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not detach or expand much from the global compact, and fails to mention how the
climate crisis affects migrants. Also, the declaration employs harmful narratives and
degrading rhetoric onto migrants, such as utilizing scare tactics like the replacement
theory and the presumption of criminality in migrants, degrading the change being
put forth by the declaration

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

Creating Emergency Response Plans Catered to Each Jurisdiction

The creation of an emergency response plan catered to each jurisdiction would help
ease the burdens of migration crises and assist countries with fast recovery measures.
This would be achieved by collecting data on migration trends, looking for signals of
migration crises, and mapping vulnerable areas for where a crisis could occur, done in
collaboration with resources from governments and NGOs, and would culminate in
the creation of different scenarios in which a migration crisis could occur. Ultimately,
this would give policy makers the ability to predict which regions would be affected
by a migration crisis and to what capacity, as well as the means to respond through
national and possible temporary infrastructure. By doing this, possible emergency
response plans, such as scenario mapping and capacity development, are able to be
created that are tailored to each country’s specific needs and capabilities. This plan
also is simpler to implement than a standardized asylum procedure, as it does not
require for general international approval. However, it can pose a few problems to
countries wishing to implement these systems, such as the large cost that would be
incurred to create such a program or lack of data monitoring systems in certain
countries. The first problem could be solved through pooled regional funding, where
governments, NGOs like the IOM, and the private sector can create a pool of funds to
be used to promote the emergency response plans. Secondly, gaps in data monitoring
systems could be combatted through collaborative data sharing between regions and
countries, as well as the implementation of digital tracking systems to monitor
migration trends in real time. However, this solution would cater more towards
MEDCs, as the creation of infrastructure and expansion of capacity would be
extremely costly, especially for LEDCs, and, thus, a balanced approach needs to be
considered when creating solutions.

Enacting legal and transparency measures to mitigate corruption in
governments

A possible solution to migration crises could be the enactment of legal measures to
mitigate corruption and apathy found within governments. Many of the root causes
of migration and migration crises are caused by governmental corruption and state
apathy, such as wars, conflict, violence, economic problems, and through stabilizing
these, governments can lead to reduced migrations from these countries. Measures

£ ]

—

PSE@MUN

PS-MUN Study Guide |Page 20 of 28



14™ Platon School Model United Nations | 7t — 9™ March 2025

such as publishing financial disclosures and open government data portals can allow
for more transparency between governments and their constituents, and the
establishment of legal measures such as anti-corruption laws relating to things such
as nepotism, embezzlement, and bribery as well as enabling whistle-blower protection
laws can greatly help reduce the amount of corruption in governments. The
development of these policies could be regulated by the UNDP, which supports global
anti-corruption measures. While this poses a probable solution, the mitigation of
government corruption could lead to problems such as resistance from government
officials or entities against such policies. This could be combatted through the
galvanization of public support for these measures to sway resistant officials, as well
as incentivizing compliance with said measures to encourage their implementation in
governmental systems. These laws need to be treaded carefully by governments and
organizations, as they have the possibility to infringe on state sovereignty, so care
must be taken to ensure that this does not occur.

Climate change mitigation and adaptation

A possible solution to tackling migration crises could be to adapt to and mitigate the
effects of climate change on sending countries. Environmental disasters caused by
climate change, such as droughts and floods, are one of the root causes for involuntary
migration. Implementation of climate change measures would also provide a long-
term benefit for the country to withstand any future problems that may arise.
Examples of such changes that could be enacted could be subsidizing green energy,
updating infrastructure to be more sustainable, and reforestation to decrease
dependence on non-renewable energy and have sustainable methods for mitigating
the effects of climate change. However, this could cause high economic costs to
countries implementing these changes, especially if they are LEDCs. Additionally,
updating infrastructure to work with the new measures would be complex and costly,
as well as possible technological limitations due to products still being in development
could impact the possibility of enacting these changes. This could be combatted
through the creation of a globalized system where MEDCs help LEDCs pragmatically
and financially, in order to provide a holistic approach to decreasing the incidence of
migration crises, as well as the pooling of money from these countries and climate
organizations such as the Climate Action Network and the Arctic Council, in order to
fund these measures. Changes can also be adopted at asynchronous paces from one
country to the next, in order to ensure funding and infrastructure in secured for the
project. Nevertheless, it is important to keep in mind that climate change measures
cannot provide for the total mitigation of migration crises, and policies such as these
are difficult to implement in countries that are known for high CO2 emission rates or
for corporations causing damage to the environment.
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