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PERSONAL INTRODUCTION 

Dear delegates of the Youth Assembly, 

My name is Alexandros Karkantzos, I am currently a 9th grade student at Platon School and 

it’s my utmost honour to serve as one of the Co-heads in the Youth Assembly (YA) at the 

14th PS-MUN conference. PSMUN will be my 12th conference overall and my second time 

serving as a student officer, hence, I am truly grateful to have reached this stage after being 

a delegate for three years and I think that I will never regret the decision to join the MUN 

community. I would like to welcome you to our committee and congratulate you on your 

decision to attend this conference. 

This year’s Youth Assembly (YA) topics are related to the youth and, more specifically, to 

their education. Nowadays, education is of paramount importance, and, thus, we must 

ensure that first and foremost everyone has access to it and, then, that it becomes 

qualitative. In this study guide, the first scale of achieving that will be addressed, through 

the third topic of this year’s agenda, “Eliminating Obstacles for Individuals with Disabilities 

to Pursue Further Education," This topic is about ensuring that everyone is included equally 

in education despite any disability. Unfortunately, today many disabled individuals are 

denied access to education. So, the international community must take action to address 

it. 

Although this study holistically approaches the issue, I would like to encourage you to 

conduct your own research on this topic rather than exclusively relying on this guide as 

your only source of information. Should you have any questions about either the topic or 

the procedure, do not hesitate to contact me at alex.karkantzos@gmail.com.  

Looking forward to meeting you in March, 

Alexandros 

mailto:alex.karkantzos@gmail.com
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INTRODUCTION  

“An estimated 1.3 billion people – or 16% of the global population – experience a significant 

disability today. This number is growing because of an increase in noncommunicable 

diseases and people living longer.”1 Based on this statistic, it is understood that there are 

many people with disabilities nowadays. In this vein, they must always be treated as equals 

and considered to have the same fundamental human rights as the rest of the population. 

Subsequently, they are entitled to the right to education. All children with disabilities 

should be able to attend the same public schools and universities as children without 

disabilities. For this reason, every educational institution must be able to accommodate 

students with all forms of disabilities and give them access to equipment with which they 

will be able to handle their disabilities to an extent. When that is achieved, the educational 

institutions are characterised as inclusive. 

However, many Member States have not taken the appropriate measures to ensure equal 

access to education for people with disabilities. As a result, many of them have never 

received any education or have attended only primary school given that “only half of all 

primary schools have the basic infrastructure and materials to provide an adequate 

schooling experience to pupils with disabilities.”2 This statistic shows that children with 

disabilities face numerous and significant challenges in accessing education in all domains, 

from accessibility issues to discrimination. Especially in Less Economically Developed 

Countries (LEDCs), the percentage of children with disabilities completing primary 

education is significantly low. For instance, “the proportion of people with disabilities who 

have attended education in LEDCs ranges from less than 1% in several countries to close to 

10% in Congo.”3 The average disability rate in the group of countries with data is 2%. 

 
1 World Health Organization: WHO. Disability. 7 Mar. 2023, www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/disability-
and-
health#:~:text=An%20estimated%201.3%20billion%20people%20%E2%80%93%20or%2016%25%20of%20the%20g
lobal,diseases%20and%20people%20living%20longer.  
2 ‘SDGs Progress Report 2024’, UN Department on Economic and Social Affairs, 18 Jul 2024, 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/report/2024/SG-SDG-Progress-Report-2024-advanced-unedited-version.pdf . 
3 Education and Disability: Analysis of Data from 49 Countries. United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO), Mar. 2018, uis.unesco.org/sites/default/files/documents/ip49-education-disability-2018-
en.pdf.  

http://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/disability-and-health#:~:text=An%20estimated%201.3%20billion%20people%20%E2%80%93%20or%2016%25%20of%20the%20global,diseases%20and%20people%20living%20longer
http://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/disability-and-health#:~:text=An%20estimated%201.3%20billion%20people%20%E2%80%93%20or%2016%25%20of%20the%20global,diseases%20and%20people%20living%20longer
http://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/disability-and-health#:~:text=An%20estimated%201.3%20billion%20people%20%E2%80%93%20or%2016%25%20of%20the%20global,diseases%20and%20people%20living%20longer
http://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/disability-and-health#:~:text=An%20estimated%201.3%20billion%20people%20%E2%80%93%20or%2016%25%20of%20the%20global,diseases%20and%20people%20living%20longer
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/report/2024/SG-SDG-Progress-Report-2024-advanced-unedited-version.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/report/2024/SG-SDG-Progress-Report-2024-advanced-unedited-version.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/report/2024/SG-SDG-Progress-Report-2024-advanced-unedited-version.pdf
http://uis.unesco.org/sites/default/files/documents/ip49-education-disability-2018-en.pdf
http://uis.unesco.org/sites/default/files/documents/ip49-education-disability-2018-en.pdf
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Figure 1: A graph showcasing the out-of-school rate of children with and without 

disabilities in three LEDCs. Through observing the graph below, we can assume that 

children with disabilities are much more likely to be dropped out of school4 

Educating children with disabilities is very important, as they will be able to understand and 

become familiar with the world around them. That will happen through the development 

of some everyday life skills, which they will acquire through education, helping them 

become more independent and confident. They will additionally feel like belonging to a 

community where everyone is equal. On the other hand, disabled individuals who remain 

uneducated face numerous issues during their lifetime, such as social isolation, and 

unemployment, which will all can have detrimental effects on their mental health. 

This topic is also closely related to the conference’s theme, “Comforting State Apathy." 

Many Member States have not acted appropriately and adequately so as to help individuals 

with disabilities integrate into education, showing neglect for this issue. Thus, in order to 

address it, multiple efforts must be made in all domains. Governments shall take the 

appropriate measures that best fit their policies so as to create an inclusive education 

system, with the assistance of the international community.  

 
4 “Children With Disabilities Are More Likely to Be Out of School.” UNESCO UIS, 27 Apr. 2017, 

uis.unesco.org/en/news/children-disabilities-are-more-likely-be-out-school.  

http://uis.unesco.org/en/news/children-disabilities-are-more-likely-be-out-school
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DEFINITIONS OF KEY TERMS 

Accessibility 

“The quality of being able to be entered or used by everyone, including people who have a 

disability.”5 In the education of individuals with disabilities, accessibility plays a key role. 

Buildings must meet certain standards in order to be able to host people with disabilities. 

For instance, they cannot enter a building if the doors are narrow or if there are only stairs 

in it. 

Assistive technologies 

“Assistive technology (AT) is any item, piece of equipment, software program, or product 

system that is used to increase, maintain, or improve the functional capabilities of people 

with disabilities.”6 In education, assistive technologies are used to make learning for 

individuals with disabilities easier. 

Disability 

“A disability is any condition of the body or mind (impairment) that makes it more difficult 

for the person with the condition to do certain activities (activity limitation) and interact 

with the world around them (participation restrictions).” 7 There are many types of 

disabilities, but there are two main categories, intellectually and physically disabled. 

Understanding disability is crucial for addressing the unique challenges individuals with 

disabilities face in accessing and succeeding in further education.  

Intellectual Disability 

“Intellectual disability (or ID) is a term used when a person has certain limitations in 

cognitive functioning and skills, including conceptual, social and practical skills, such as 

language, social and self-care skills.” 8 Individuals with intellectual disabilities develop and 

learn slower compared to an average person. Individuals may be born with such disabilities, 

or they might occur until a person becomes 22 years old. Also, they have limitations in their 

mental abilities which affect intelligence learning and everyday life skills. The severity of an 

intellectual disability varies a lot. It can be mild or severe. 

 
5 Accessibility.” Cambridge Online Dictionary, dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/accessibility.  
6“What Is AT? - Assistive Technology Industry Association.” Assistive Technology Industry Association, 
www.atia.org/home/at-resources/what-is-at.  
7 ‘Disability and Health overview’, Disability and Health Promotion, 17 Jul 2024, 
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/disabilityandhealth/disability.html. 
8 ‘What is an intellectual disability’, Special Olympics, 17 Jul 2024, 
https://www.specialolympics.org/about/intellectual-disabilities/what-is-intellectual-disability. 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/quality
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/able
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/enter
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/include
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/people
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/accessibility
http://www.atia.org/home/at-resources/what-is-at
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/disabilityandhealth/disability.html
https://www.specialolympics.org/about/intellectual-disabilities/what-is-intellectual-disability
https://www.specialolympics.org/about/intellectual-disabilities/what-is-intellectual-disability
https://www.specialolympics.org/about/intellectual-disabilities/what-is-intellectual-disability
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Physical Disability 

“A physical disability is a "limitation on a person's physical functioning, mobility, dexterity, 

or stamina." It has a 'substantial' and 'long-term' negative effect on a person's ability to do 

daily activities.” 9 Physical disabilities include the inability to move a part of the body, see, 

hear, asthma and others. They can massively affect the development of a young person. 

Individuals may be born with a physical disability; it may occur in their development or from 

a serious injury. 

Discrimination 

“Treating a person or particular group of people differently, especially in a worse way than 

to other people, due to their race, gender, sexuality, etc.”. Individuals with disabilities are 

very often affected by discrimination owing to the above-mentioned characteristics they 

may obtain. They might be discriminated against in education either by not being accepted 

by a school or if they are generally not treated well by the people around them 10 

Educational System 

“The educational system refers to the collection of institutions, policies, and practices that 

provide formal education to individuals within a society.  Schools, colleges, universities, and 

other educational organisations that offer structured learning experiences to students at 

various stages of their educational journey.” 11 It also includes the teaching methods, and 

the assessment practices used in the learning process. 

Inclusive Education 

“Inclusive education— also called inclusion— is education that includes everyone, with 

non-disabled and disabled people (including those with “special educational needs”) 

learning together in mainstream schools, colleges and universities.” 12 The education 

systems that are based on inclusive education must be able to include disabled people. 

Thus, the facilities they should include should adapt to all the common disability types. 

 
9 ‘Physical disabilities’, Kent County Council, 17 Jul 2024, https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-

children/special-educational-needs/types-of-send/physical-disabilities. 
10 ‘Discrimination’, Cambridge dictionary online, 21 Jul 2024, 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/discrimination. 
11‘Educational System – Definition and meanings’, Proctor Edu glossary, 17 Jul 2024, 

https://proctoredu.com/glossary/education-system. 

12 ‘What is inclusive education’, Alliance on inclusive education, 21 Jul 2024, 

https://www.allfie.org.uk/definitions/what-is-inclusive-education/. 

https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-educational-needs/types-of-send/physical-disabilities
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-educational-needs/types-of-send/physical-disabilities
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-educational-needs/types-of-send/physical-disabilities
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/discrimination
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/discrimination
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/discrimination
https://proctoredu.com/glossary/education-system
https://www.allfie.org.uk/definitions/what-is-inclusive-education/
https://www.allfie.org.uk/definitions/what-is-inclusive-education/
https://www.allfie.org.uk/definitions/what-is-inclusive-education/
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Individualised Learning Program (ILP) 

“An Individualized Learning Program, also known as an ILP, is a plan or program developed 

to ensure that a child with an identified disability who is attending an elementary or 

secondary educational institution receives specialized instruction and related services.”13 

Children with intellectual disabilities should receive an ILP because that supports them in 

their learning process. 

Infrastructure 

“The basic systems and services, such as transport and power supplies, that a country or 

organisation uses in order to work effectively." 14 In this topic, infrastructure plays a key 

role. Schools need to have an adequate infrastructure system so as to be able to cover the 

needs of children with disabilities. 

Special Education 

“Special education, the education of children who differ socially, mentally, or physically 

from the average to such an extent that they require modifications of usual school 

practices.”15 Special education is offered to children with disabilities. Its methodology 

varies a lot per disability. Children with very high or very low IQs (over 130 or under 70) 

usually attend different programs from the rest of the disabled children. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The categories of disabilities and their needs in education 

Physically Disabled People   

A physical disability does not stop someone’s ability to perform a specific task but makes it 

more challenging for them. Thus, they can always be educated, but it is more difficult for 

them than for the rest of the population and, therefore, they shall be assisted. 

 
13 What Is an Individualized Education Plan? | AccessComputing. 
www.washington.edu/accesscomputing/what-individualized-education-plan.  
14 ‘Infrastructure’, Cambridge dictionary online, 21 Jul 2024, 
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/infrastructure. 
15‘Special Education’, Encyclopaedia Britannica, 17 Jul 2024, https://www.britannica.com/topic/special-
education 

http://www.washington.edu/accesscomputing/what-individualized-education-plan
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/infrastructure
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/infrastructure
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/infrastructure
https://www.britannica.com/topic/special-education
https://www.britannica.com/topic/special-education
https://www.britannica.com/topic/special-education
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Most of these disabilities affect the mobility of a person. That is why most people with 

physical disabilities face difficulties in their transportation. This might also affect their 

education because they require special transportation means to go to school. This means 

that vehicles have a ramp for entering and exiting, as well as being wide enough for the 

wheelchair to pass through. The school’s infrastructure should also be well constructed to 

host people with physical disabilities. This means that the schools must have either an 

elevator or ramps to enable students to be transported inside the building. In case this 

equipment does not exist, students will not be able to access school and, thus, they will not 

be educated, or they will be sent to another educational institution. 

Additionally, if a student is deaf or blind, they require special equipment and the respective 

assistance of another person both to be transported to school and during the classes. Blind 

individuals need a person to help them access the school and to be transported in it. As for 

the special equipment they require, they shall be provided with adapted or modified 

education materials, commonly known as, assistive technologies. Such technologies could 

include items such as electronics, boards and computer software.  More specifically, 

students are evaluated so as to be given their Individualized Learning Program (ILP) which 

covers all the student needs in education. This program determines the materials which 

they are going to use. This is beneficial for the students as through utilising methods 

suitable for every individual student, their education is enhanced. 

Intellectually Disabled People 

Another form of disability is the intellectual one. A series of tests must take place to 

understand the kind and severity of that disability. After a person is diagnosed with such a 

disability, they usually receive special education which is based on their ILP. The most 

important reason why they must be educated is that through the educational process, they 

become able to understand their disability and how it affects them. If they lack education, 

they cannot understand how they differ from the rest of the population and what their 

needs are. 

Their ILP is almost like the one given to individuals with deaf blindness. However, they use 

completely different Assistive Technologies compared to them. They mostly use these 

machines to increase the functional capability of those individuals in education. Since 

intellectual disabilities cannot be cured, these machines do not improve the disability 

status of a person. They only increase their functionality and make the learning process 

easier for them. 
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The importance and the benefits of educating people with disabilities 

Personal Benefits 

People with disabilities are acquiring a lot of self-benefits when they are educated. For 

instance, it enables them to empathetically understand the world around them, through 

exposing themselves to different perspectives. This means that they get used to different 

aspects of everyday life. At the same time, they develop necessary everyday life skills. 

Additionally, through the education process, students with disabilities enhance their self-

confidence, personal growth and development because they gain a sense of achievement.  

Also, they will have the chance to acquire social skills for their age since they will observe 

the behaviour of the non-disabled children and adapt it. This will result in them being more 

independent, acquiring some extra skills they will need during their adult lives and making 

friendships. Thus, it will create a sense of belonging to a community where everyone is 

equal and able to do the same activities. This will also have a positive effect on their feelings 

and emotions. However, the most important impact is that their mental health will be 

massively improved. In other words, when those children are educated, they will be able 

to socialise with other people of the same age and, therefore, their anxiety and depression 

levels will be reduced.  

Lastly, educating those individuals will have long-term benefits for them, in their adult life. 

This implies that they will face fewer challenges in their everyday lives, and they will be 

able to enjoy most of the privileges non-disabled individuals have, therefore, becoming 

more equal with the rest of the population. That happens because they will have more job 

opportunities, as they will be able to communicate and socialise with other people and 

enjoy a more balanced life in general, through the skills they will develop in their childhood. 

Inclusion Benefits 

The education of disabled children in the same schools as non-disabled ones will long-

termly reduce the discrimination against them. That is to say that if students with 

disabilities participate in the same activities and learn the same material but differently, 

they are going to be steadily integrated into society. This will occur as they come to 

recognize that individuals with disabilities are equal members of society, deserving of the 

same respect and dignity as everyone else. For this reason, students with disabilities benefit 

more from going to traditional schools than to special ones. 
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Economic Benefits 

Through education, people with disabilities and their families can also benefit 

economically. If people with disabilities are educated, they will be able to work and, 

subsequently, they will not be dependent on the income of their families. This approach 

will enable them to cover the cost of more advanced therapies, which are often not 

provided by the government in many countries, thereby, improving the management of 

their disabilities. Furthermore, even individuals with severe disabilities can actively 

participate in the workforce if they have access to the necessary education and 

psychological support. 

Challenges for Individuals with Disabilities to Pursue Further Education  

Discrimination 

The most common reason why parents choose that their disabled children do not attend 

regular schools but go to special ones is discrimination. There have been several cases of 

non-disabled children as well as teachers and directors mistreating children with disabilities 

in many ways. They usually make fun of them and, thus, children with disabilities are 

emotionally damaged, and, consequently, in need of more psychological support. Schools 

also discriminate against children with disabilities in numerous ways. For instance, in some 

cases, they reject them from attending their school and ask them to be transferred to a 

special school or to be placed in separate classes from their peers. Others create an 

environment where children with disabilities feel uncomfortable due to the inappropriate 

way teachers and directors treat them. This might include that they do not show much 

interest compared to non-disabled students or that they might be stricter with them. There 

are many cases of exclusion worldwide. For example, even students who became disabled 

at some point while they were students were denied access to their schools. “When I 

turned blind, my school denied my entry into the school saying that we don’t teach blind 

students and what if this disease spreads to other students. When my parents explained I 

suffered a medical reaction, not an infection, they said please send him to any blind 

school.”16 This quote reveals that many times they are also unwilling and indifferent to 

teach those students.  

 

16 ---. Initial Challenges Faced by People With Disability in Acquiring the Education. 7 Aug. 2022, 

www.linkedin.com/pulse/initial-challenges-faced-people-disability-acquiring-education-garg.  

http://www.linkedin.com/pulse/initial-challenges-faced-people-disability-acquiring-education-garg
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Inadequate Infrastructure 

Furthermore, the majority of educational institutions do not have a sufficient infrastructure 

system for students with disabilities. This means that the school area creates many 

challenges for people with physical disabilities to access it. One of the most significant ones 

is stairs. As already mentioned, people with mobility issues can’t access many buildings in 

general due to the non-existence of ramps and elevators. Also, in some cases, ramps and 

elevators do exist, however, they are not wide enough for people with wheelchairs to 

access them, as well as some narrow doors. That can also constitute a factor of why 

students cannot receive education. 

Despite that, some educational institutions do provide appropriate infrastructure for 

people with disabilities. However, students with physical disabilities require special 

vehicles to be transported to school. For instance, they cannot enter regular buses or use 

public transportation but only specialised vehicles, with ramps. These vehicles cannot be 

acquired easily, and their usage is very expensive in some countries.  

Lack of Awareness 

Unawareness is another factor which keeps the percentage of disabled individuals enrolled 

in schools low, especially in rural areas in Less Economically Developed Countries (LEDCs). 

Many individuals with disabilities and their families may be unaware that their children 

have the right to education and the necessity of acquiring basic skills essential for everyday 

life.  Moreover, most of the time, these people are living in underprivileged regions where 

they cannot be easily informed in general. Additionally, many have no knowledge of the 

existing frameworks and regulations that guarantee their children’s right to education, as 

well as the availability of specialised equipment and trained educators to support their 

learning in mainstream schools. Some even believe that regular schools would not 

accommodate their child.  

Financial Challenges 

People with disabilities usually require more money so as to be educated compared to the 

non-disabled ones due to their increased needs. In many countries, governments neither 

provide people with disabilities with funding nor pay for special teachers and equipment. 

This means that families must cover the cost of almost all the equipment their disabled 

children require so as to pursue education. However, many of them are unable to do that 

and, thus, many disabled individuals are left uneducated. 

The additional cost of special education varies a lot depending on the disability and its 

severity. Some of the most common expensive needs of students with disabilities are 

special educational equipment with assistive technologies, extra teachers and their 
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everyday transportation to and from school. Although some schools and governments do 

provide this equipment, they are very limited and some of them provide only a part of it. 

Teachers' inability to manage children with disabilities 

Another requirement regarding the education of children with disabilities is that in inclusive 

schools’ teachers must have been educated so as to treat and teach appropriately 

individuals with all forms of disabilities. However, most of them have never been educated 

on how they will manage children with disabilities. The training of teachers specialising in 

the education of children with disabilities is offered by only a limited number of 

universities. Consequently, special education teachers are available in only a small number 

of schools, and in many cases, parents are required to bear the cost of their services. 

When it comes to teaching them, they do not understand the needs of every student with 

a disability and, thus, they face great difficulties in explaining their lessons. So, teachers 

need to be able to educate non-disabled students while at the same time handling the ones 

with disabilities. Generally, this results in students with disabilities being neglected. 

Effects of not providing Education to Disabled Individuals 

Unemployment 

People with disabilities who remain uneducated or have completed only primary education 

usually face difficulties in trying to find a job compared to the rest of the population. 

Actually, most of them are never accepted for a job. That is because they need to obtain 

basic everyday life skills, to be able to hold a job, such as communication, which can be 

acquired through education.  

Unemployment creates further economic challenges for individuals with disabilities. With 

no income of their own, they remain financially dependent on their families, who must 

support them throughout their lives. However, since they often do not start families of their 

own due to limited social integration, and as their parents eventually retire, their financial 

resources become severely constrained. This often leads to impoverishment and forces 

them to live in inadequate conditions.  

Social isolation 

Another side effect is that they are usually unable to be integrated into society compared 

to educated ones. That happens because they don’t obtain certain everyday life skills, such 

as social and communicative skills, and as a result, they are unable to participate in any 

societal activity. Consequently, they become socially isolated and end up being considered 

as marginalised groups. “Almost two thirds (61%) of disabled people are now chronically 
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lonely, rising to 7 in 10 (70%) of young disabled people, according to new research 

conducted by the national disability charity, Sense and over two thirds (70%) of disabled 

people say their mental health is affected by social isolation, raising concerns of a 

significant increase in mental health conditions.”17 This has many psychological effects on 

people with disabilities because they aren’t able to create friendships and have fun through 

participating in entertainment events.  

Mental Health Issues 

Mental health problems for individuals with disabilities who are uneducated are sometimes 

inevitable and are created by the above-mentioned effects. In other words, social isolation, 

unemployment and dependency can constitute the cause of mental health problems, such 

as but not limited to, depression and anxiety. These are created after the individual has 

suffered from unemployment and social isolation and grow progressively over time. Those 

problems can be combated with the assistance of a psychologist, however, not many 

individuals with disabilities can visit them regularly owing to financial reasons.  

 

MAJOR COUNTRIES AND ORGANISATIONS INVOLVED 

India 

Despite having passed some laws and the Rights of People with Disabilities Act, India faces 

numerous problems regarding educational services for students with disabilities. 

Additionally, this act has failed to improve the situation due to India’s financial challenges. 

Until 2016 when the first law for the right to education for children with disabilities was 

established, there were many cases of discrimination, exclusion, and segregation and 

educational opportunities for children with disabilities remain a big challenge, especially in 

rural areas. In addition to that, India’s infrastructure in schools makes it hard for students 

with disabilities to attend them. In other words, there are many loopholes in the classrooms 

and there is almost no building which has elevators and ramps. 

Subsequently, “Disabled children rarely progress beyond primary school and only 9% 

complete secondary education. Around 45% of disabled people are illiterate and only 

62.9% of disabled people between the ages of 3 and 35 have ever attended regular schools. 

Specific disability categories and genders are affected disproportionately. For instance, 

 
17 Fear of Mental Health Crisis as Loneliness Rises Dramatically Amongst Disabled People. 25 Jan. 2021, 

www.sense.org.uk/media/latest-press-releases/loneliness-rises-dramatically-among-disabled-people.  

http://www.sense.org.uk/media/latest-press-releases/loneliness-rises-dramatically-among-disabled-people
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children with autism and cerebral palsy and girls with disabilities are least likely to be 

enrolled in schools.” 18 These data explain that children with disabilities in India have very 

few educational opportunities. Attention must also be given to the fact that children with 

autism and girls with disabilities face further discrimination because of either their gender 

or their type of disability and, thus, it is even harder for them to access education.  

Niger 

In Niger, the public education system does not at all correspond to almost any need for 

non-disabled students. Subsequently, the educational services provided to the ones with 

disabilities are inferior. However, another challenge which hinders progress is the fact that 

parents of those children do not consider it important to send their disabled children to 

school and many times they are not even aware of the fact that they can be educated since 

there, disabilities are considered a punishment from God in a great extent, and as a result, 

some parents even hide them. That happens because the government of Niger, which faces 

multiple issues, such as poverty, has taken very little action to make education for children 

with disabilities accessible. Although the United Nations International Children’s 

Emergency Fund (UNICEF) has educated some teachers and has created some schools for 

special education, they can cover a very small percentage of the population. Some Non-

Governmental Organisations (NGOs) have created some centres and schools for their 

education since there are no public schools that can host them; however, “only 5% or less 

complete primary school”19 due to their limited number. 

Norway 

Norway’s education system for individuals with disabilities is one of the most qualitative 

ones worldwide. Norway’s stance is that all children are equal and for this reason, almost 

all children with disabilities attend the same schools as non-disabled ones. Furthermore, 

the Norwegian Ministry of Education and Research has established a non-profit 

organisation, Statped, which is responsible for assisting all children with disabilities while 

they are at school. It helps municipalities, which are responsible for the public schools in 

their region in order to educate all children with disabilities through the use of a variety of 

assistive technologies that satisfy all their needs. Free online classes are also provided to 

 

18‘EXAMINING DISABILITY INCLUSION IN INDIA’S NEW NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY’, UKFIET, 20 Jul 2024, 

https://www.ukfiet.org/2020/examining-disability-inclusion-in-indias-new-national-education-policy/. 

19 “Students With Disabilities.” REMEMBER NIGER COALITION, www.rememberniger.org/students-with-

disabilities.html.  

https://www.ukfiet.org/2020/examining-disability-inclusion-in-indias-new-national-education-policy/
https://www.ukfiet.org/2020/examining-disability-inclusion-in-indias-new-national-education-policy/
https://www.ukfiet.org/2020/examining-disability-inclusion-in-indias-new-national-education-policy/
http://www.rememberniger.org/students-with-disabilities.html
http://www.rememberniger.org/students-with-disabilities.html
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students with learning disabilities so as to get across all the necessary teaching material. 

All extra teachers and equipment are provided to the students without charge, contrary to 

the majority of other member states, and, as a result, all children with disabilities are 

educated appropriately. 

United States of America (USA) 

The United States of America (USA) has implemented a series of laws and frameworks 

regarding the human rights of individuals with disabilities and, more specifically, their 

education such as The Education for All Handicapped Children Act, The Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act, and the Assistive Technology Act and The Handicapped Children 

Protection Act.”20 The implementation of these frameworks has resulted in the creation of 

an inclusive education system in the USA since they were all successful. In simpler words, 

nowadays, education is provided to most children from kindergarten to university. Since 

1975, when the first special education laws were introduced, significant progress has been 

made in all domains of achieving the ideal educational system for individuals with 

disabilities in the USA. For instance, almost all schools have been constructed in a way 

which can host children with disabilities, in terms of infrastructure and equipment. 

The European Agency for Special Needs and Inclusive Education 

The European Agency for Special Needs and Inclusive Education is a Non-Governmental 

Organisation (NGO) which was established in 199621. It cooperates with the ministries of 

education of its member countries so as to promote inclusive education in each of the 31 

European countries it is involved in. Given that the organisation closely cooperates with 

the European Union to achieve inclusive education, it is also funded by it. Additionally, it 

helps them to improve their educational policies and practices for people with disabilities.  

This agency achieves inclusive education by combining the perspectives of policy, practice 

and research to provide its members with guidance on implementing plans which will 

improve the education system for individuals with disabilities. Also, through these 

attempts, the organisation wants to achieve extended European collaboration to facilitate 

an effective exchange of knowledge and experience. This collaboration aims to identify the 

challenges that hinder progress and a better analysis of the policy developments in 

 
20Lee, Andrew M. I., JD. “What Is the Individuals With Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)?” Understood, 4 Jan. 2024, 

www.understood.org/en/articles/individuals-with-disabilities-education-act-idea-what-you-need-to-know.  
21 Khamlichi, Mou D. “La Educación Inclusiva Y Su Correcta Implementación.” Científiko, 23 Jan. 2022, 
www.europeanagency.org/sites/default/files/Agency_About_Us_Flyer_EN.pdf.  

http://www.understood.org/en/articles/individuals-with-disabilities-education-act-idea-what-you-need-to-know
http://www.europeanagency.org/sites/default/files/Agency_About_Us_Flyer_EN.pdf
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countries to support the creation of an effective educational system for individuals with 

disabilities. 

United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) 

The United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) is an international 

organisation of the United Nations aiming to defend all children’s rights worldwide. The 

organisation has saved multiple children’s lives and has helped them to fulfil their potential. 

It was established in 194622 and since then it has provided any services disadvantaged 

children may need to cover their basic needs. UNICEF prioritises education for every child, 

making the education of children with disabilities and the development of an inclusive 

education system a key focus. 

As for its action, UNICEF has taken a series of measures and actions from the day of its 

establishment to ensure quality education for all children with disabilities. It supports 

member states in implementing their policies regarding the issue in many ways. It also 

provides capacity building such as technical assistance to the governments, teacher 

training, and monitoring and evaluating partner counties’ systems. Moreover, it 

participates in big events in order to promote this goal and raise awareness.  

 

TIMELINE OF EVENTS 

DATE DESCRIPTION OF THE EVENT 

1815-1817 “The education for the deaf is founded by Thomas H. Gallaudet. 

The first school for the deaf is established in the United States. 

1829 Louis Braille invents the raised alphabet system, also known as 

the Braille System. 

1939-1941 Adolf Hitler and the Nazis (the Third Reich) prohibit the 

education of individuals with disabilities and kill between 

75,000 to 250,000 people with intellectual or physical 

disabilities as a part of the Nazi euthanasia programme. 

 
22 United Nations. “UNICEF | United Nations.” United Nations.   www.un.org/en/ccoi/unicef-united-nations-
childrens-fund.  

http://www.un.org/en/ccoi/unicef-united-nations-childrens-fund
http://www.un.org/en/ccoi/unicef-united-nations-childrens-fund
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1954 The segregation of children with disabilities from school is 

abolished for the first time globally` in the United States. 

(Brown v Board of Education)”23 

1975 The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is 

established in the United States. 

10 June 

1994 

The Salamanca Statement is adopted by the United Nations 

Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) at 

the World Conference on Special Needs Education. 

13 

December 

2006 

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of People with 

Disabilities (UNCRPD) is adopted by the General Assembly. 

13 

September 

2019 

The International Forum on Inclusion and Equity in Education 

creates the Cali Commitment.24 

1 January 

2030 

The due date for the Sustainable Development Goals. Inclusive 

education for individuals with disabilities and reduced 

inequalities towards them must be achieved by then.25 

PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS 

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)26 

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) was the first measure taken so as to 

codify the right of children with disabilities to appropriate public education. It was 

established in 1975 by the United States Congress, and, thus, it only concerns American 

students. The act states that funds must be given to each American public school on an 

annual basis to install the required facilities which would meet the needs of children with 

disabilities. It has been amended twice, following technology growth and student needs in 

1990 and 2004. The act is still implemented. 

 
23 “Disability Rights Timeline.” College of Education and Human Development, Institute on Disabilities, 24 Apr. 

2024, disabilities.temple.edu/resources/disability-rights-timeline.  
24“Cali Commitment to Equity and Inclusion in Education.” European Agency for Special Needs and Inclusive 
Education, www.european-agency.org/news/cali-commitment-equity-and-inclusion-education. 
25 Goal 4 | Department of Economic and Social Affairs. sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4 
26Individuals With Disabilities Education Act (1975) | Embryo Project Encyclopedia. 6 Oct. 2022, 
embryo.asu.edu/pages/individuals-disabilities-education-act-1975.  

http://disabilities.temple.edu/resources/disability-rights-timeline
http://www.european-agency.org/news/cali-commitment-equity-and-inclusion-education
http://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4
http://embryo.asu.edu/pages/individuals-disabilities-education-act-1975
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“At the start of the 1970s, only about twenty per cent of children with disabilities attended 

a public school”27 as they frequently faced discrimination in public education either through 

the lack of appropriate accommodations or complete exclusion from local schools. But 

when the necessary infrastructure was built in the early 1980s, the vast majority of children 

with disabilities started attending public schools and discrimination against them was 

largely reduced. So, this was a very successful attempt to tackle the matter at hand. 

 

Figure 2: A line graph which states the number of students served by the IDEA each year. 

We can observe a rise in students with disabilities supported by it. 2020 was an exception 

due to the Covid-19 pandemic.28 

The Salamanca Statement29 

The Salamanca Statement was established at the World Conference for Special Needs 

Education held in Salamanca, Spain in 1994. The statement focuses on the education of 

disabled children, and this is the first international convention that is exclusively about the 

education of individuals with disabilities. It states that children with disabilities should be 

accepted by all schools regardless of the kind of disability they may have. It recognises the 

necessity and urgency of educating children with disabilities in the regular educational 

system of a country and considers as effective as for inclusive education any school that 

can provide services to a student with any kind of disability. Also, the statement calls upon 

 
27 ‘Individuals with Disabilities Education Act’, Embryo Project Encyclopaedia, 18 Jul 2024, 
https://embryo.asu.edu/pages/individuals-disabilities-education-act-1975. 
28 » Blog Archive   » New Data: Number of IDEA Eligible Students Increased by 2% in 2021. 
www.advocacyinstitute.org/blog/?p=1189.  
29 The UNESCO Salamanca Statement. www.csie.org.uk/inclusion/unesco-salamanca.shtml.  

 

https://embryo.asu.edu/pages/individuals-disabilities-education-act-1975
https://embryo.asu.edu/pages/individuals-disabilities-education-act-1975
https://embryo.asu.edu/pages/individuals-disabilities-education-act-1975
http://www.advocacyinstitute.org/blog/?p=1189
http://www.csie.org.uk/inclusion/unesco-salamanca.shtml
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governments and some UN bodies to take action so as to improve educational services for 

individuals with disabilities. More specifically, it asks governments to prioritise funding to 

improve special education, adopt laws and policies, and develop projects to improve it. It 

also requested the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO) to assist them in this matter. 

The Salamanca Statement was characterised by success because several countries were 

inspired by it, most of which at the time had not established legislative measures on the 

education of individuals with disabilities. So, when most of them implemented the 

measures set out by it, their educational services for individuals with disabilities were 

massively improved. Its legacy was also important given that it has inspired other treaties 

regarding Special Education such as the Calli Commitment on inclusive education, which 

was the descendant of the Salamanca statement and was established as its revised form in 

2019.  

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities 

(UNCRPD)30 

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities (UNCRPD) was 

adopted by the General Assembly in its 61st session on the 13th of December 2006 and 

entered into force on the 3rd of May 2008.  It is an international human rights convention 

which focuses on the fundamental human rights of people with disabilities. More precisely, 

Article 24 of the UNCRPD sets out the right of all individuals with disabilities to education, 

mentioning that all governments ought to create an inclusive educational system for all 

kinds of disabilities.  It also expands on the measures that all member states shall 

implement so that people with disabilities learn life and social development skills so as to 

be able to participate equally in education as members of the community. 

Significant progress has been made owing to national and international initiatives that 

mostly raised awareness of the importance of educating children with disabilities 

especially, since 2012. However, in some regions such as Sub-Saharan Africa, minimal 

progress is made regarding the promotion of inclusive education due to high levels of 

discrimination against minorities and their cultural and religious beliefs. Consequently, it is 

easily understood that despite being effective for More Economically Developed Countries 

(MEDCs), its disadvantage was that there was no explanation of how Less Economically 

Developed Countries (LEDCs) could implement these measures. 

 
30 Article 24 - Education | Division for Inclusive Social Development (DISD). 

social.desa.un.org/issues/disability/crpd/article-24-education.  

http://social.desa.un.org/issues/disability/crpd/article-24-education
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The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), also known as the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development comprises 17 goals set out by the United Nations in 2015 which shall be 

accomplished by 2030. There are two SDGs which are focusing on the education of 

individuals with disabilities.  

SDG 4, “Quality Education, ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote 

lifelong learning opportunities for all” focuses on promoting equitable education to all 

individuals without any distinction of any kind. This means that individuals with disabilities 

shall be equally educated with the rest of the population, as also mentioned in targets 4a 

and 4.5 of the description of the goal. In general terms, this SDG can be characterised as 

successful as action has been taken thanks to this goal, which helped solve the issue. 

However, challenges persist and there are still lots of measures to be taken to achieve this 

goal. For instance, half of schools globally don’t even have the basic infrastructure for 

individuals with disabilities. 

Also, SDG 10 “Reduce inequality within and among countries”, and especially target 10.2 is 

related to the inclusion of individuals with disabilities. It emphasises their economic, social 

and political inclusion and their empowerment in society. This also includes their 

education. Regarding the progress that has been achieved through SDG 10 inequalities in 

all domains are reduced slowly with the efforts made with some exceptions. As for the 

inclusion of individuals with disabilities, despite the measures taken discrimination against 

them is still at very high rates and almost no change has been made since 2015, therefore, 

this SDG has not been yet successful.  

 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS  

Teachers’ training on educating Disabled Students 

Most teachers do not have the necessary skills to teach individuals with disabilities because 

they have not been educated to do so. Subsequently, this hinders inclusive education as 

children with disabilities are forced to attend special schools so that their education 

becomes qualitative. Thus, training teachers for inclusive classes is of paramount 

importance. This training could assist teachers in recognising any unique requirements a 

student may have. In that way, they will be able to treat students with disabilities in the 

way they believe is more suitable for them, through adapting their teaching style to their 

needs. So, a solid proposal would be that teachers receive the education they require to 
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handle children with disabilities as part of their studies. Also, for those who are active and 

have finished their studies, seminars could be created in which they would be taught the 

necessary skills and knowledge on how to handle those children. Concerning its content, 

teachers will learn how they can set the tone of their classes when there are children with 

disabilities, how to treat those children once they have a need or a question, and how their 

classes with children with disabilities will not affect the learning of non-disabled individuals. 

If these skills are acquired by every teacher, fewer challenge will be created in the 

education of individuals with disabilities. This solution mostly concerns students with 

intellectual disabilities and deafblind students. 

Infrastructure improvement 

As already mentioned, one of the most significant challenges faced by individuals with 

disabilities when they are trying to access education is accessibility issues. Thus, improving 

the infrastructure of the school facilities for people with physical disabilities will make them 

accessible to everyone. This project shall include the installation of ramps or elevators in 

every school. Also, the narrow doors and classrooms must be replaced with others that are 

wide enough for wheelchairs to pass through. Given that the project requires the 

reconstruction of many buildings in each country, it is hard to accomplish since it requires 

a lot of funding and time. This plan must include the installation of ramps and elevators in 

all educational institutions and ways in which the transportation of disabled students will 

be accomplished.  

Provision of Online Classes and homeschooling 

Online classes or homeschooling could be provided to students with disabilities in two 

ways. The first is that in countries where school infrastructure and transportation for 

children with physical disabilities are not sufficient in disadvantaged regions, students with 

disabilities could be provided with online classes or homeschooling. This is beneficial for 

students with mobility issues since it enables them to be educated in case there is no 

educational institution nearby which can host them. However, this solution must be 

temporary as in that way, children do not have the opportunity to socialise.  

Also, students with learning disabilities face challenges in understanding their courses. So, 

they could be provided with afternoon classes in their house either online or physically to 

understand their learning material better. These classes will include revision of the material 

as well as exercises. This could massively help those individuals to pursue further. 
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As for the implementation of these classes, each ministry of education or an NGO such as 

the Light For the World shall be responsible for providing those classes to individuals with 

disabilities. 

Raising Awareness 

Through raising awareness two obstacles to achieving inclusive education will be tackled. 

Firstly, the discrimination against students who are trying to enter education will be 

reduced. That will happen because non-disabled students will be explained the importance 

of showing respect towards people with disabilities and how it is equally important for 

them to be educated compared to them. That will happen through classes which every 

school will be called upon to organise by its government, which will also determine the 

content.  

Also, as already mentioned, another key issue in achieving inclusive education is that 

parents in some Less Economically Developed Countries (LEDCs) choose to hide their 

disabled children and not send them to school. In these areas, raising awareness is essential 

so as to encourage parents to educate their disabled children. These awareness campaigns 

could increase the number of disabled children attending school in these regions and they 

could include seminars, advertisements on television, radio or newspapers and educational 

programs at school so that they can accept students with disabilities. Given that in these 

countries, the government is unable to raise awareness in many cases, UNICEF could 

organize such campaigns. That could happen through the utilisation of local media and 

engagement with local leaders to persuade them that educating those individuals is of 

paramount importance. 

Educating Adults with Disabilities who did not receive it in their Childhood 

Individuals with disabilities who are uneducated face significant challenges in their adult 

lives. Thus, those who did not have the opportunity to be educated when they were 

children owing to the discrimination they faced, shall be educated so as to obtain the 

necessary everyday life skills individuals with disabilities require so as to be equally 

integrated in society. Regarding the content of this education, it will not include regular 

classes but special ones in which individuals with disabilities will acquire the essential 

competencies to be economically and socially integrated. However, they will be provided 

with the choice to attend more specific classes so that they can hold a job in the future.  

Given that the accomplishment of this project would not be easy for most governments, 

an external body shall assist Member States in this matter, such as the United Nations 

Committee on the Rights of People with Disabilities (CRPD) or an NGO established to 
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exclusively carry out this task. Also, there must be awareness campaigns so that individuals 

with disabilities and their relatives are informed about these classes.  
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