
14th Platon School Model United Nations | 7th – 9th March 2025 

India 
PS-MUN Study Guide |Page 1 of 27 

Forum:    Special Conference on Confronting State Apathy (SPECON)   

Issue:   Confronting Media Apathy and Underreporting   

Student Officer:   Eleni Genitsaropoulou   

Position:   Deputy President  

PERSONAL INTRODUCTION 

Dear delegates of SPECON,  

My name is Eleni Genitsaropoulou, I am 16 years old and I am an 11th grade student 

from the Deutsche Schule Athen. In this year's Platon School MUN, I will have the 

utmost honor of serving as a deputy president in the Special Conference on 

Confronting State Apathy.  

I started MUN when I was attending 9th grade and since then have participated in 9 

conferences, where I really enjoyed the experience and further developed my skills. 

This year's PS-MUN conference will mark my tenth in total and my fourth time 

chairing. 

MUN has involved me in international affairs from the perspective of change makers 

and leaders, offering me the opportunity to improve my awareness and challenge my 

perspectives on current events. I hope, through this conference, that you will also be 

able to take advantage of the knowledge and skills MUN has to offer. 

In this committee you will discuss topics that are closely related with this year’s 

PSMUN’s Conference topic, “Confronting State Apathy”. This study guide aims to 

familiarize you with the first agenda topic, namely “Confronting Media Apathy and 

Underreporting”. 

It would benefit you if you also conducted your own research on the topic and studied 

your country’s policy.  

If you have any questions regarding the study guide, the topic as a whole or any 

procedural questions, do not hesitate to contact me at 

genitsaropouloueleni@gmail.com. 

I am looking forward to getting to know you all and to have a fruitful debate!  

Best Regards, 

Eleni  

mailto:genitsaropouloueleni@gmail.com
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INTRODUCTION 

Media apathy and underreporting refers to when the media either shows a lack of 

interest in fundamental issues or posts shallow coverage and events that are 

commercially attractive or politically manipulated. Lack of attention directs emphasis 

away from important issues like climate change, social inequality, and humanitarian 

crises, thus, leaving audiences uninformed or misinformed. Shallow coverage shapes 

public perceptions to make people focused on sensational rather than substantial 

news and uninformed on major global issues like wars, health crises, and 

environmental damage. 

Agenda setting and framing are formed through selective emphasis of the media on 

aspects of issues like the economic impacts more so than the health risks of air 

pollution. These biases influence public comprehension and perception, while 

undermining pressures toward policy reform, making it possible for governments and 

corporations to ignore accountability for issues like human rights abuses or 

environmental degradation. This underreporting in developing parts of the world 

contributes to the marginalization of populations, further entrenching global 

inequality and depressing international cooperation. 

Media neglect does make social issues and inequalities worse by making those who 

are already struggling, powerless. Activism that fights for a just cause is called when 

the media does not shed light on it. These movements have to rely on major press 

coverage to further project their message and put pressure on the government. If the 

media decides to not cover these events which they deem pointless, it removes the 

support that is needed to get their voices public. Without the ability to mobilize and 

put pressure, the movements are bound to grow weaker over time and struggle to get 

any influence. This neglect leads to important social issues being ignored, which, in 

turn, causes these issues to escalate. 

People who are not informed enough will engage in the shower of false information 

that leads to bad economics and politics and ultimately results in policies that divide 

people. These social divides cause such polarization in achieving a cohesive definition 

for society, that it seems impossible to attain. Constructive conversations and 

reaching a social consensus are extremely difficult due to the erosion of social 

cohesion caused by this kind of misinformation. This lack of attempting to foster a 

social dialogue leads them to being cut between two divided extremes that people 

fully adhere to. The consequences of this deeply rooted division and social climate are 

severe and immeasurable. 



14th Platon School Model United Nations | 7th – 9th March 2025 

India 
PS-MUN Study Guide |Page 3 of 27 

The issues of confronting state apathy and media apathy are closely interconnected, 

since both of them act as barriers to the movement for social justice. While the state 

becomes indifferent to the needs of marginalized communities, the media is expected 

to play its role in bringing accountability to power and increasing awareness. However, 

media apathy and underreporting facilitate state inaction, as people remain unaware, 

and pressure on the authorities lessens. This lack of visibility weakens the non-violent 

movements and causes of social justice, making the issues unresolved. Confronting 

state and media apathy together for greater accountability and amplification of voices 

of those most affected will bring about any meaningful change. 

 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 

Media Apathy 

Media apathy refers to a lack of interest or engagement from the media regarding 

significant social, political, or environmental issues. This can manifest as a neutral tone 

that fails to adequately inform the public.1  

Underreporting  

Underreporting is the practice of providing less information or fewer incidents than 

what actually exists, leading to a distorted perception of reality.2 

Sensationalism  

“The act of presenting information in a way that is shocking or exciting” 3 

Independent Media  

“Small media production, marketing, or distribution companies not affiliated with a 

‘major’ commercial company. This includes those which may seek public funding.”4 

Media Literacy  

“Media literacy is the ability to encode and decode the symbols transmitted via media 

and synthesize, analyze and produce mediated messages.”5  

                                                      
1 “Apathy Definition & Meaning.” Merriam-Webster, www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/apathy .   
2Vignette | English Meaning - Cambridge Dictionary, 

dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/vignette.   
3 Sensationalism | English Meaning - Cambridge Dictionary, 

dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/sensationalism.  
4 “Independent Media.” Oxford Reference, 

www.oxfordreference.com/display/10.1093/oi/authority.20110803100000822 .  
5 “Media Literacy Defined.” NAMLE, 10 Feb. 2021, namle.org/resources/media-literacy-defined/ .   

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/apathy
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/vignette
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/sensationalism
http://www.oxfordreference.com/display/10.1093/oi/authority.20110803100000822
http://namle.org/resources/media-literacy-defined/
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Citizen Journalism  

“It is journalism conducted by people who are not professional journalists but who 

disseminate information using Web sites, blogs, and social media.”6 

Humanitarian Crises  

“It is a generalized emergency situation that affects an entire community or a group 

of people in a region, which involves high levels of mortality or malnutrition, the 

spread of disease and epidemics and health emergencies.”7 

Censorship  

“The action of preventing part or the whole of a book, film, work of art, document, or 

other kind of communication from being seen or made available to the public, because 

it is considered to be offensive or harmful, or because it contains information that 

someone wishes to keep secret.”8 

Bias  

“The action of supporting or opposing a particular person or thing in an unfair way.”9 

Corruption  

Corruption is the abuse of power or authority for personal gain, often involving 

unethical or illegal practices.10 

Bribery  

“Bribery is the act of offering someone money or something valuable in order to 

persuade them to do something for you.”11 

Press Barons 

“A press baron is an influential newspaper publisher or owner who usually controls 

more than one widely circulated newspapers”.12 

                                                      
6 “Citizen Journalism.” Encyclopædia Britannica, Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., 

www.britannica.com/topic/citizen-journalism . Accessed 26 Jan. 2025.  
7 Iberdrola. “What Are the Largest Humanitarian Crises in the Planet Today?” Iberdrola, 22 Apr. 2021, 

www.iberdrola.com/social-commitment/humanitarian-crises-causes-effects-solutions . Accessed 26 
Jan. 2025.  
8 Vignette | English Meaning - Cambridge Dictionary, 

dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/vignette . Accessed 26 Jan. 2025.  
9 Bias | English Meaning - Cambridge Dictionary, dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/bias . 

Accessed 26 Jan. 2025 
10 “What Is Corruption?” Transparency.Org, www.transparency.org/en/what-is-corruption . Accessed 

26 Jan. 2025.  
11 Bribery Definition and Meaning | Collins English Dictionary, 

www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/bribery . Accessed 26 Jan. 2025.  
12 “Press Baron Definition & Meaning.” Dictionary.Com, www.dictionary.com/browse/press-baron . 

Accessed 27 Jan. 2025.  

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/action
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/prevent
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/part
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/whole
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/book
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/film
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/work
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/art
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/document
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/kind
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/communication
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/seen
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/available
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/public
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/considered
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/offensive
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/harm
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/contain
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/information
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/wish
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/keep
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/secret
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/action
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/supporting
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/oppose
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/particular
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/person
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/unfair
http://www.britannica.com/topic/citizen-journalism
http://www.iberdrola.com/social-commitment/humanitarian-crises-causes-effects-solutions
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/vignette
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/bias
http://www.transparency.org/en/what-is-corruption
http://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/bribery
http://www.dictionary.com/browse/press-baron
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Muckraking  

“The activity, especially by newspapers and reporters, of trying to find out unpleasant 

information about people or organizations in order to make it public.”13 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Historical Context  

 Evolution of Journalism  

Journalism has changed significantly over time. Early forms of this profession 

were introduced in the 17th and 18th centuries in forms such as newspapers 

and pamphlets, which usually were under tight supervision by the 

government. By the 19th century, journalism took on what is known as yellow 

journalism: sensationalized, highly-exaggerated stories that were told in order 

to appeal to big audiences. For instance, in 1898 the rivalry between Joseph 

Pulitzer's New York World and William Randolph Hearst's New York Journal 

personified yellow journalism. These two newspapers had done extensive 

sensationalist stories about the situation in Cuba, particularly Spanish 

atrocities. The sensational coverage played an instrumental role in shaping the 

people's mind and subsequent declaration of war by the U.S. against Spain 

when USS Maine was blown off with accusations of Spanish sabotage, although 

never proven to be true.14 

The early 20th century exhibits a great deal of continuities with the 19th-

century development of journalism through the growth of corporate power, 

increased literacy rates, and further professionalization of journalism. Yet, it is 

also a period where new forms such as muckraking, which is the publication of 

scandal about famous people, emerged, and public relations developed as a 

distinct industry. It was an active period for an industry rapidly expanding in 

size. Next came the broadcast era, with first radio and, then, TV giving way to 

real-time coverage, particularly through evening broadcasts. 

As of the late 20th century, with the introduction of the internet, journalism 

had reached the digital age: news was being transmitted in real-time and to 

any point in the world via the internet and social networks. The sudden shift 

came with both opportunities and challenges alike, including the rapid rise of 

                                                      
13 Cambridge Dictionary (US): English to Mandarin Chinese, 

dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english-chinese-simplified/.  Accessed 26 Jan. 2025.  
14 U.S. Department of State, history.state.gov/milestones/1866-1898/yellow-journalism . Accessed 27 

Jan. 2025.  

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/activity
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/especially
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/newspaper
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/reporter
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/trying
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/find
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/unpleasant
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/information
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/people
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/organization
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/order
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english-chinese-simplified/
http://history.state.gov/milestones/1866-1898/yellow-journalism
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misinformation, with studies indicating that false information can spread up to 

70% faster than accurate news15. Today, an estimated 60% of people globally 

encounter misinformation online16, which impacts the public's opinion. 

History has several dates when the media was apathetic, under-reported or 

did not allow to publish news. For example, the Holodomor-1932-1933 Soviet-

imposed famine in Ukraine-was reported by the Western media, which is often 

influenced by political agendas, meaning the news coverage was shaped to 

support a point of view instead of staying objective. During the Rwandan 

Genocide of 1994, media reporting was minimal in major Western countries, 

especially in the United States of America (USA) and Europe. According to 

some,17 this lack of coverage further delayed international action. Because of 

this sparse media attention, the scale and brutality of the genocide were not 

effectively filtered through to the global public or policymakers. The 

consequence of this was that any sense of urgency to act on the crisis was not 

there; hence, hesitancy amongst governments and international organizations 

to intervene. 

Role of Media in Society  

Media plays a very significant role in serving a number of important functions 

in society. For starters, it usually provides the public with a source of 

information on issues that are newsworthy according to editors, journalists, 

and producers. Secondly, media is used for providing instant educational 

material and tools that foster lifelong learning. It offers multiple ways to attain 

entertainment for people, like streaming movies, listening to songs or playing 

games, thus, helping them to relax and enjoy their free time. 

The media influence the framing of issues, molding perceptions, consequently 

affecting public opinion, political belief, and social attitude. Media plays a very 

important role in the socialization process, whereby individuals are educated 

on what is acceptable in society and what is not. Thus, stereotypes and social 

expectations are formed. Commercially, it is very instrumental in advertising 

                                                      
15 Peter Dizikes  |  MIT News Office. “Study: On Twitter, False News Travels Faster than True Stories.” 

MIT News | Massachusetts Institute of Technology, news.mit.edu/2018/study-twitter-false-news-
travels-faster-true-stories-0308 . Accessed 27 Jan. 2025.  
16 “Key Statistics on Fake News & Misinformation in Media in 2024.” Fake News Statistics & Facts 

(2024) - Redline Digital, redline.digital/fake-news-statistics/.  Accessed 27 Jan. 2025.  
17 Commentary: How the Media Missed Rwandan Genocide, 

www.hawaii.edu/powerkills/COMM.7.8.03.HTM. Accessed 27 Jan. 2025.  
 

http://news.mit.edu/2018/study-twitter-false-news-travels-faster-true-stories-0308
http://news.mit.edu/2018/study-twitter-false-news-travels-faster-true-stories-0308
http://www.hawaii.edu/powerkills/COMM.7.8.03.HTM
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products and services to enable economic activities and grant business access 

to their target market. 

They also contribute to cultural preservation and promotion, as they can document 

traditions and expose the audience to a variety of different cultures. Media can be an 

advocate for and be a catalyst of social change in which they can hold significant 

influence, raise awareness about human rights or environmental issues, by giving a 

voice to marginalized communities. During crises, the media becomes all the more 

important for dissemination of information and the coordination of responses. 

Generally speaking, media bears significance in contemporary society in that it shapes 

the ways we consume information, form opinions, and interface with the world. 

Current State of Media  

              Media Concentration  

Media concentration means that a few large companies or individual owners 

of large entities ultimately come to own and control the major share of the 

media market. There are a number of serious consequences brought about by 

this trend. It often results in less diversity of content because only a few voices 

dominate the media landscape due to a narrower range of viewpoints and 

homogenization in reporting, a process where the content actually becomes 

more uniform or similar across sources. Such concentration may prove 

detrimental to the society, mainly because it usually results in tendencies of 

biases; owners of the media may influence the content of programs as a means 

of reflecting their interests or ideologies that may later affect public perception 

and limit objective reporting. 

This might result in insecure coverage of local news, as huge media 

conglomerates would instead opt to prioritize national or international news 

stories over issues in the community. In terms of the economy, such ownership 

concentration can decrease competition within markets, raising prices for 

advertisements and subscriptions while reducing opportunities for small and 

independent media organizations. Such a situation also serves to undermine 

democratic processes by limiting media diversity and scrutiny of powerful 

institutions. 

Moreover, critical consumption by the consumer of media content, which 

involves analyzing and questioning the reliability, bias, and context of the 

information presented, is increasingly important since a few powerful sources 

are in control of the flow of information. This can also be partially achieved by 

recognizing potential biases, such as ideological leanings or omissions of 

information. Generally, media concentration poses severe challenges, like 



14th Platon School Model United Nations | 7th – 9th March 2025 

India 
PS-MUN Study Guide |Page 8 of 27 

identifying subtle biases and combating media concentration, to the quality 

and diversity of information available to the public; hence, it raises a number 

of concerns related to media ownership and competition and democratic 

governance. The most important issues of media concentration are related to 

the reduction in the diversity of viewpoints and probable bias, which could 

reduce public access to balanced information, and, then, the threat to 

democratic governance, whereby concentrated ownership could distort public 

perception and decision-making. Furthermore, this undermines competition, 

stifling innovation and silencing independent voices. 

             Digital Media and Social Media 

While digital and social media have opened wider access to news for the 

public, they also promote media apathy and underreporting inadvertently. 

Sensationalism and clickbait flood audiences with trivial content diverting 

attention from serious issues and eroding engagement with fact-based, 

substantive journalism, which leads to media apathy. In addition, 

misinformation on social media engenders skepticism towards credible news 

sources to such an extent that people become selective in ways that confirm 

their pre-existing beliefs. 

Sometimes, underreporting happens when significant events get little 

attention either due to thin editorial resources on the ground or not being 

regarded as important. Digital media also often focuses on spectacular events 

rather than ongoing issues. Meanwhile, the demise of local journalism has left 

many areas as "news deserts", where access to good, local news is scant or 

non-existent. Social media algorithms further exacerbate this problem, as they 

amplify those types of posts that generate the most engagement, which often 

means sensational posts over informative ones. 

          Economic Pressures  

The mass media today is subjected to several financial problems. One is the 

drop in revenue from advertising in traditional media. The advertisers have 

moved their budgets to the web. This movement has caused numerous 

magazines to face financial hardship and cut their staff, further undermining 

the quality coverage of the publications. 

Digital media has also heightened the competition for audience attention: 

social media, streamed entertainment, and online news have become the 

norm, fragmenting audiences and siphoning subscriptions away from print and 

broadcast news. Due to news being released 24 hours a day, pressure to 
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publish stories immediately is created, often at the expense of thoroughness 

and accuracy, with sensationalism taking the place of in-depth investigation.  

The financial pressures on journalists are especially severe in print journalism, 

ranging from job insecurity to staff reduction. The traditional media need 

heavy investment in digital infrastructure, costly in itself, while finding a 

sustainable revenue model for digital media has remained elusive. Besides, 

increased piracy and copyright infringement hurt revenue streams. In 

balancing innovation with the financial sustainability of media organizations 

beset by economic hurdles, a balance should be struck. 

Challenges in Media Reporting 

            Political and Corporate Influence 

Media reporting often faces substantial challenges due to political and 

corporate pressures that might dictate what to say or not say, and corporate 

pressures at the level of advertising revenue and ownership interests that may 

compromise editorial independence. Political influences can affect how news 

events are presented and framed, shaping which aspects are highlighted, 

which details are minimized, or even altering the tone of the reporting. Such 

pressures can introduce bias or lead to the suppression of critical issues, 

ultimately influencing the audience’s perception and understanding of 

important topics. The governments and some political entities might exercise 

influences in the dictation of narratives or controlling the flow of information. 

Similarly, corporate interests have a potential impact on media content, most 

especially in those cases when large companies either own or advertise with 

media outlets. This can give rise to conflicts of interest in reporting, which 

might lean towards corporate or political interests, harming independent 

journalism and unbiased news coverage. 

Resource Limitations 

Other major challenges in media reporting involve resource constraints. 

Financial pressures affect many news organizations, especially those 

connected with print and local journalism, limiting the capacity to invest in 

investigative journalism, thorough research, and in-depth coverage. 

Reductions of staff and cuts to budgets may result in a dependency on fewer 

reporters who must cover more stories with less time and support. All these 

factors together contribute to superficial reporting, a lessened capacity for in-

depth investigations, and secondary sources when original reporting would be 

expected. 
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             Public Interest and Engagement 

Nowadays, it is really hard to engage people in news because of their limited 

attention span. Digital media brought with itself the fragmentation of 

audiences, thereby, creating a struggle for maintaining audience attention. 

The 2024 digital global news report shows that only 46% of respondents were 

"extremely" or "very" interested in news in 2024, compared to 63% in 2016. 

This represents a 27% relative decline over eight years. In core markets, 

interest fell from 66% in 2018 to 49% in 2024, consistent with the overall trend 

of declining news engagement across most demographics but most 

particularly among younger audiences and women.18 At the same time, many 

of those very important, though less fascinating stories, are veiled by 

sensationalism and clickbait, decreasing high-quality reporting and the 

awareness of main issues among the public. The proliferation of 

misinformation and fake news also has a spillover effect in undermining trust 

in real sources, which is an added complication toward trying to meaningfully 

engage and hold the interest of the public in reliable journalism. 

Impact of Media Apathy and Underreporting 

             Misinformation  

Misinformation stands out as the greatest challenge to media apathy and 

underreporting. In a time when economic and political pressures are mounting 

on traditional news outlets and levels of trust continue to decline, many people 

turn to social media for information. This shift has created in its wake a 

propensity for individuals to be exposed to fake news and biased reporting. 

Studies19 have proved that misinformation foments distrust in media 

organizations and emboldens ordinary people toward greater belief in falsified 

narratives and political misperception. This is not only a disservice to the 

public; it builds cynicism about all media, perpetuating apathy and 

disengagement about the most important social issues. 

                                                      
18 Kemp, Simon. “Digital 2024 Global News Report - Datareportal – Global Digital Insights.” 

DataReportal, DataReportal – Global Digital Insights, 31 July 2024, datareportal.com/reports/digital-
2024-global-news-report.  Accessed 27 Jan. 2025.  
 
19 Ognyanova, Katherine, et al. “Misinformation in Action: Fake News Exposure Is Linked to Lower 

Trust in Media, Higher Trust in Government When Your Side Is in Power: HKS Misinformation 
Review.” Misinformation Review, 10 July 2023, 
misinforeview.hks.harvard.edu/article/misinformation-in-action-fake-news-exposure-is-linked-to-
lower-trust-in-media-higher-trust-in-government-when-your-side-is-in-power/.  Accessed 27 Jan. 
2025. Adams, Zoë, et al. “(Why) Is Misinformation a Problem?” Perspectives on Psychological Science : 
A Journal of the Association for Psychological Science, U.S. National Library of Medicine, Nov. 2023, 
pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10623619/.  Accessed 27 Jan. 2025.  
 

http://datareportal.com/reports/digital-2024-global-news-report
http://datareportal.com/reports/digital-2024-global-news-report
http://misinforeview.hks.harvard.edu/article/misinformation-in-action-fake-news-exposure-is-linked-to-lower-trust-in-media-higher-trust-in-government-when-your-side-is-in-power/
http://misinforeview.hks.harvard.edu/article/misinformation-in-action-fake-news-exposure-is-linked-to-lower-trust-in-media-higher-trust-in-government-when-your-side-is-in-power/
http://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10623619/
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Human Rights and Social Justice 

Another result of apathy on the part of the media is the failure or inadequate 

coverage of human rights and social justice issues. In turn, when the media 

favor sensational stories over relevant but less interesting ones, problems such 

as systemic racism, gender inequality, or environmental justice will not get 

enough attention. This could be why there has been a decline in public 

awareness of, and activism for, the rights of marginalized communities. This, 

in turn, becomes a source of mistrust of the media on the part of those 

communities and further feeds into the vicious circle of underrepresentation 

and civic disengagement. 

Global Awareness 

Media apathy further leads to a decline in global awareness. In a world in which 

news increasingly connects people through digital platforms, its lack leads to a 

parochial grasp of challenges on climate change, poverty, and conflict. In case 

the audiences are over-saturated with light or sensational content, the 

messages which will get lost may come from the critical issue that remains 

unaddressed: those major events that demand either collective action or 

international cooperation. This type of ignorance can vastly hinder the efforts 

of global solidarity and even decrease public interest in international 

humanitarian endeavors. 

Democracy and Decision-Making Policies   

The issue of media apathy influences democracy and decision-making policies. 

In a successful democracy, an informed approach aligned with the electorate's 

priorities is effective; however, with misinformation mounting and 

underreporting of crucial issues taking place, it may just be highly hard for the 

people to actually make real, informed decisions at the ballot box. In fact, 

reading false news results in lower levels of political trust and increased 

cynicism toward democratic institutions. The consequence of this increasing 

disaffection with traditional news sources is the risk that citizens will retreat 

completely from political engagement or seek out fringe sources that confirm 

their prejudices, thereby, polarizing society. 

Corruption and monopolies  

Media plays a very important role in exposure to corruption and monopolistic 

practices, yet, serious challenges are also present. The challenges include 

concentrated ownership, government control, economic pressures, weak legal 

protection, and the intricacies of social media. 

This means that a few entities own media, and the reporting is partial to what 

benefits them most, which again is for profit and not public interest-reducing 
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the diversity so essential to journalism. Government control places a damper 

on media freedoms. In democracies, leaders sometimes take to labeling 

investigative work as "fake news”, undermining trust and discouraging 

scrutiny. 

Economic pressures weaken journalism further by declining ad revenues force 

many news outlets to cut back, while nonprofit outlets emerge to fill some 

gaps. Yet overall, the decline of traditional journalism raises concerns for the 

future of investigative reporting. The lack of strong legal protections for the 

press increases risks in investigating corruption, where right-to-information 

laws do not exist. 

 

MAJOR COUNTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED 

China 

China has enormous domestic and international control over the media, making it a 

very important player in the world's problem of "Confronting Media Apathy and 

Underreporting." The Great Firewall closes off all information from abroad through 

domestic means. It punishes independent journalists: for instance, it censored early 

reports on COVID-19 and gagged those who blew the whistle, such as Dr. Li Wenliang, 

a Chinese ophthalmologist, delayed an earlier response of the world community. It 

even went to the length of repression of media freedom in the country, as depicted 

when Zhang Zhan, a citizen journalist, was sentenced to a four-year imprisonment for 

reporting on the pandemic. 

China pressures international media to extend its influence around the world and to 

promote positive coverage of the country via state-controlled outlets like Xinhua and 

CGTN. In 2020, China banned journalists from the US after drastically curtailing 

independent reporting. Meanwhile, Chinese state media spent close to $19 million20 

on ads in U.S. papers between 2016 and 2020 in a bid to shape global opinion. China 

also intimidates governments across the countries involved with its Belt and Road 

Initiative not to criticize its policies. 

It also includes steps to counter China's influence, such as the revocation of CGTN 

licenses in many countries, including the UK, and the advocacy of international NGOs 

for press freedom. Yet, China remains at the bottom in rankings of press freedom and 

has the largest number of currently imprisoned journalists in the world. 

                                                      
20 Desk, EurAsian Times. “Chinese State Media Paid $19 Million to US Publications for Advertising, 

Printing: Report.” EURASIAN TIMES, 9 June 2020, www.eurasiantimes.com/chinese-mouthpiece-paid-
american-newspapers-19-million-for-advertising-printing-report/.   

http://www.eurasiantimes.com/chinese-mouthpiece-paid-american-newspapers-19-million-for-advertising-printing-report/
http://www.eurasiantimes.com/chinese-mouthpiece-paid-american-newspapers-19-million-for-advertising-printing-report/
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India  

India is a key country to highlight, due to both its large media market size and 

increasing elements of censorship and state control. This South Asian country moved 

further down on the ranking of press freedom, despite claiming its position as one of 

the biggest media centers in the world21, as sensitive topics such as religious tensions, 

caste violence, and incidents related to Kashmir have been overlooked. Harassment 

and judicial pressure have now become evident realities, especially in the aftermath 

of the 2020 arrest of Siddique Kappan on his way to report on a controversial rape 

case. It happened in a country ranked 142nd on the 2021 World Press Freedom Index. 

It is also the world leader in putting through internet shutdowns, which most often 

have been used to quell unrest, as frequently was the case in Kashmir. In 2019, after 

the revocation of article 370, granting special autonomy to the region, the Indian 

government imposed a months-long internet blackout, also one of the longest ever 

recorded in a democracy. Precisely, India accounted for 58%22 of the world's internet 

shutdowns in 2022. In 2021, amid farmer protests, it leaned on Twitter to block 

accounts that had criticized its policies, another sign of the increased control being 

exercised over digital platforms. 

These actions have gained international condemnation. India ranked 150 in the 2022 

World Press Freedom Index, highlighting increased threats toward independent 

journalism and leading to underreporting of critical issues. 

Russian Federation 

The Russian Federation has tight domestic control over media and has an active policy 

of censoring independent journalism, while at the same time having great 

international influence with its state-run media outlets. Russia ranks in the 155th place 

in the World Press Freedom Index for 2022, with a government suppressing any form 

of independent reporting on sensitive issues, such as corruption and the war. It is for 

this reason that outlets such as Novaya Gazeta had to shut down, and more than 18 

journalists were put in prison in 2022 for covering protests or dissent. 

It has used censorship legislation, including the "foreign agent" law, to criminalize 

reporting that contradicts the state line. Independent media, such as Medusa, were 

forced to shutter after Russia introduced laws prohibiting reporting about the war that 

countered the official position on Ukraine. Abroad, Russian state media outlets like RT 

                                                      
21 “Index.” Bienvenue Sur Le Site de Reporters sans Frontières, rsf.org/en/index   
22 “India Topped Global List of Internet Shutdowns for 5th Year in Row in 2022.” Hindustan Times, 28 

Feb. 2023, www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-topped-global-list-of-internet-shutdowns-for-
5th-year-in-row-in-2022-101677567146942.html.   
 

http://rsf.org/en/index
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-topped-global-list-of-internet-shutdowns-for-5th-year-in-row-in-2022-101677567146942.html
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-topped-global-list-of-internet-shutdowns-for-5th-year-in-row-in-2022-101677567146942.html
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and Sputnik have peddled misinformation, for example, over the 2016 U.S. election 

and the conflict in Ukraine. The European Union (EU) banned RT in 2022 for promoting 

Kremlin-backed war propaganda. 

Increasing censorship, repression of independent journalism, and disinformation 

campaigns on the part of Russia result in a number of underreporting and 

manipulation across global mass media. 

United Kingdom (UK) 

The UK has an influential media landscape and ongoing challenges to press freedom, 

given that it ranks 24th in the 2022 World Press Freedom Index with concerns of media 

ownership concentration and government influence. For example, in 2019, the 

detention of David Miranda, the partner of a journalist investigating state surveillance, 

raised alarms about press freedom, due to its seeming intimidation of journalists and 

restriction of the role of the media in holding governments accountable. 

A potential issue in the UK is the impact of the Official Secrets Act and proposed 

legislation extending prison sentences for leaking classified information on 

investigative journalism. According to the results of a 2021 survey, 57% of the UK 

journalists claimed that the threats from the legal system were the cause of a 

deterioration in press freedom.23 This has created the belief, through the revelations 

brought about by the Investigatory Powers Act of 2016, that journalists may 

frequently indulge in self-censorship. In fact, such extensive monitoring powers could 

ultimately discourage sources from reporting information to journalists in confidence. 

At an international level, UK media is of great significance, with the BBC News playing 

a key role. However, there have been accusations against the BBC of bias or 

underreporting of some issues, for instance, the withdrawal of the United Kingdom 

from the European Union, Brexit. Although the UK boasts a decent presence of media, 

challenges regarding its regulation, conducting surveillance, and ensuring press 

freedom all combine to cause underreporting on sensitive issues. 

                                                      
23 “National Action Plan for the Safety of Journalists (2023).” GOV.UK, 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-action-plan-for-the-safety-of-journalists/national-
action-plan-for-the-safety-of-journalists-2023 . Accessed 27 Jan. 2025.  
William Horsley                          International Director. “Four Major Threats to Press Freedom in the 
UK.” The Conversation, 3 May 2024, theconversation.com/four-major-threats-to-press-freedom-in-
the-uk-228932 . Accessed 27 Jan.  2025. “The ‘Misuse’ of the Judicial System to Attack Freedom of 
Expression.” Media Defence, 13 Jan. 2023, www.mediadefence.org/news/misuse-judicial-system-
unesco-study/?tztc=1.  Accessed 27 Jan. 2025.  
 

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-action-plan-for-the-safety-of-journalists/national-action-plan-for-the-safety-of-journalists-2023
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-action-plan-for-the-safety-of-journalists/national-action-plan-for-the-safety-of-journalists-2023
http://theconversation.com/four-major-threats-to-press-freedom-in-the-uk-228932
http://theconversation.com/four-major-threats-to-press-freedom-in-the-uk-228932
http://www.mediadefence.org/news/misuse-judicial-system-unesco-study/?tztc=1
http://www.mediadefence.org/news/misuse-judicial-system-unesco-study/?tztc=1
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United States (USA)  

The USA is really important  due to its influential media landscape and its freedom-of-

the-press issues. Keeping in mind that the country is ranked 43rd according to the 

2022 World Press Freedom Index, it is easy to say that there are many challenges as 

far as news reporting is concerned regarding concentrated media ownership and 

political polarization. This is exemplified through the legal cases of Chelsea Manning 

and Edward Snowden, which show tensions between press freedom and national 

security, as both faced Espionage Act charges for leaking classified information on 

government misconduct and surveillance.  

As of this year, the arrest of forty journalists for reporting on protests-a single incident 

within the protests revealed- exhibited the ongoing conflict present between law 

enforcers and media representatives. 

Digital platforms have provided most of the heft to concerns over disinformation, 

especially about elections and public health. Examples of misinformation campaigns 

reducing public confidence in media veracity include those related to the COVID-19 

epidemic and those that took place in the 2020 presidential election. 

There are internal issues such as bias and polarization that often distort coverage 

within the US media, gradually surfacing into foreign coverage with huge 

consequences in the world arena. Aggregated together, these factors lead to 

underreporting and a lack of concern by the media on major national and global 

issues. 

Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) 

CPJ plays a very important role in addressing "Confronting Media Apathy and 

Underreporting" in protection of press freedom, standing up for the rights of 

journalists worldwide. Being a Non-Governmental Organization (NGO), CPJ works 

independently to protect journalists against threats, harassment, imprisonment, and  

censorship. 

CPJ's work involves undertaking campaigns to advance the cause of press freedom, 

such as #FreeThePress; monitoring and reporting on violations of press freedom; and 

maintaining databases on those imprisoned and those who have died as journalists. It 

provides emergency grants for financial and legal support for journalists in danger 

through its Emergency Fund and also trains people in how to help protect journalists 

and sources. 
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Reporters Without Borders (RSF) 

RSF is an international organization working for protection of press freedom and 

supporting journalists worldwide. Since it is an NGO, RSF itself promotes and protects 

the rights of journalists independently. 

The main missions taken care of by RSF include promoting freedom of the press, 

preventing censorship, and acting to protect journalists who are threatened or 

persecuted. It campaigns worldwide and publishes precise reports, which include the 

World Press Freedom Index-ranking countries as to their press freedom status and 

flagging countries where there are specific concerns. For instance, recently they filed 

multiple reports of violation of the policy with the social media platform X, flagging 

accounts responsible for the disinformation of the public.  

RSF also provides urgent protection for embattled journalists through financial 

assistance and campaigns for the release of those who are in prison. This organization 

raises worldwide awareness regarding press freedom violations and gathers 

international support for such journalists who stand in the face of critical risks. 

Additionally, RSF conducts serious lobbying in an effort to shape policy and protect 

media freedom. Its work of monitoring and reporting through direct support to 

advocacy makes RSF very important in addressing media repression for fearless work 

by journalists to lessen underreporting and make the press free and vibrant. 

UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

UNESCO plays an essential role through the promotion of press freedom and 

undertaking the development of global media. As stated, UNESCO is a specialized 

agency of the United Nations that develops international cooperation in education, 

science, and culture, including the rights of media. 

UNESCO's goals also include working to improve press freedom and the protection of 

independent media, including the safety of journalists. It is responsible for the 

organization of the World Press Freedom Day and creates guidelines and documents 

aimed at strengthening the capacities of media. It publishes reports on the safety of 

journalists, global reports that help raise awareness and provide insight into improving 

policies. 

This is further complemented by training and technical assistance provided to 

journalists and media organizations by UNESCO, with a view to increasing their 

resilience to threats and censorship. Thanks to such actions, UNESCO has been able to 

play a significant role in attempting to reduce underreporting, while at the same time 

encouraging a free and independent press worldwide. 
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TIMELINE OF EVENTS 

DATE DESCRIPTION OF EVENT 

22 May 1906  Associated Press is founded. 

31 August 1920  
The first Radio News Broadcast takes place in Detroit, 

Michigan.  

1 July 1941  
The first Commercial Television Broadcast takes place in the 

USA. 

9 August 1974 

The Washington Post's in-depth investigative journalism 

leads to President Richard Nixon's resignation, 

demonstrating the press's ability to hold politicians 

accountable. 

1996  

Online Journalism rises in popularity after the emergence of 

the first commercial web browsers, Netscape Navigator and 

Internet Explorer.  

14 December 2012  

The media's handling of catastrophes goes under scrutiny 

following the tragic massacre at Sandy Hook Elementary 

School in Newtown, Connecticut. 

8 November 2016  
The importance of false news and media bias in political 

reporting is highlighted by Donald Trump's win. 

11 March 2020  

COVID-19 is classified as a pandemic highlighting the 

importance of truthful media coverage during health 

emergencies.  

 

24 February 2022 

The invasion of Ukraine by Russia emphasizes the 

propagation of misinformation and the role of the media in 

combat reportage. 

February 2024 AI-generated news start appearing. 

 

PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS TO SOLVE THE ISSUE 

International Federation of Journalists (IFJ)  

The IFJ was founded in 1926 in Paris and represents journalists worldwide, promoting 

their social and economic rights and safety. It undertakes a variety of activities 

including efforts toward the betterment of working conditions, such as advocating for 

fair wages, better health and safety standards for journalists in conflict zones, and 

fighting for better laws to assure freedom of the press. The IFJ has done notable work 

in the sphere of creating awareness and promoting policies. 
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A point of strength in the IFJ's work is an approach to journalists: from underlining 

even the highest expectations to promote better working conditions, supporting 

safety concerns in high-risk environments. The IFJ attends to policy and awareness to 

shape global discussions on press freedom. 

Yet, the variable regional support blunts the organization's impact. The level of 

support and influence that the IFJ receives can be so different from one region to 

another that sometimes it dilutes its effectiveness in certain areas. Regional 

challenges, such as political climates, economic conditions, and differences in the local 

media landscape, may reduce the ability of the organization to create uniform, global 

change. This makes it difficult for the IFJ to fully address the diverse needs of 

journalists across all regions. 

Press Council of India 

The self-regulatory body came into being on the 4th of July  1966 for the purpose of 

maintaining journalistic standards and handling complaints regarding the conduct of 

Indian media. With significant contributions, it has helped sustain integrity among 

journalists, by promoting ethical reporting, ensuring accountability through public 

hearings, and addressing grievances related to misinformation and defamation.  

A major strength of this body is how it advances integrity in journalism by affording an 

avenue for public scrutiny and a method to handle ethical complaints. It helps 

maintain some sort of accountability within the media, which is so necessary in terms 

of maintaining public trust. 

It is nonetheless restricted to advisory status and, thus, partly-ruled by the political 

climate. In its advisory capacity, it does not have an enforcement power; as such, its 

recommendations come rather belatedly, or worse, are never applied. Moreover, 

political influences and partisan considerations can undermine its independence and 

result in partial interventions or no interventions at all. This undermines its 

effectiveness in the consistent upholding of journalistic standards and impartial 

handling of issues. 

Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) 

The CPJ is an organization established in 1981, which protects journalists from 

harassment, imprisonment, and violence. It was able, through research, campaigns, 

and lobbying, to raise the international awareness regarding dangers to the freedom 

of the press.  

One of the strong points of the CPJ has to do with underlying risks that journalists go 

through worldwide, using evidence-based advocacy in pushing for greater protection. 
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Its work has gone a long way toward drawing attention to the threats to press 

freedom. 

This does not, however, alter the fact that CPJ continues to face serious challenges in 

enforcing those protections for journalists. Threats come from everywhere and in 

many ways-physical attacks, imprisonment, cyber harassment, and violence at the 

hands of state and non-state actors alike. Thus, the struggle to ensure the security of 

the journalists in all regions amidst these incessant and changing threats has become 

an impediment for the organization's overall impact. 

 

World Press Freedom Day (1993) 

The World Press Freedom Day which is on the 3rd of May, established by the UN 

General Assembly in December 199324, marks the importance of media freedom and 

commemorates the “Windhoek Declaration”25 of 1991, which advocated for a free 

and independent press. The date is annually commemorated with events to raise 

global awareness on the issues that concern press freedom and encourages dialogue 

on media rights. It drew out issues that journalists face and advanced efforts for their 

protection. Cooperation with international organizations like UNESCO, governments, 

media groups, and civil society would be beneficial. However, its effectiveness is 

constrained since the threats of censorship and violence are continuing in many parts 

of the world. While awareness is being created, sensitization on issues at times is not 

as practical as the implementation of measures. 

UNESCO's Media Development Indicators (MDI) (2008) 

UNESCO's MDIs were launched on September 22, 2008. They represent a framework 

to assess the media systems across the globe. It aims to assess media independence, 

diversity, and the regulatory environment with a view to supporting the development 

of a free and pluralistic media. It has been established that MDIs have successfully 

guided the processes of media reform and raised awareness on their problems, 

including collaboration at the level of governments, media organizations, and civil 

society. Despite all the action at the ground levels, there are still problems in applying 

the indicators consistently and accounting for local conditions, such as discrepancies 

in data collection methods and the lack of sufficient resources for proper 

implementation. Nevertheless, the MDIs are an essential tool for advancing media 

development worldwide. 

                                                      
24 “World Press Freedom Day - En.” United Nations, www.un.org/en/observances/press-freedom-day.   
25 30th Anniversary of the Windhoek Declaration | Unesco, www.unesco.org/en/articles/30th-

anniversary-windhoek-declaration.   
 

http://www.un.org/en/observances/press-freedom-day
http://www.unesco.org/en/articles/30th-anniversary-windhoek-declaration
http://www.unesco.org/en/articles/30th-anniversary-windhoek-declaration
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UN Plan of Action on the Safety of Journalists (2012) 

The 2012 UN Plan of Action on the Safety of Journalists is intended to intensify efforts 

to protect journalists and media workers that are at risk around the world. The focus 

is on reductions in violence against journalists, the promotion of their safety, and 

impelling responsibility for attacks. The initiative has so far created visibility for the 

risks that journalists face and facilitated international cooperation to find ways of 

ameliorating them. It involves UN agencies, governments, media organizations, and 

civil society in implementing safety measures protecting and supporting affected 

journalists. Nonetheless it had limited success, because of weak implementation, 

protection for attackers, political and logistical limitations and not enough resources.  

Press Freedom Laws 

Laws on press freedom are important in protecting the rights of journalists and 

ensuring that there is independent media. With stronger legal frameworks in many 

countries, media freedom has improved, and journalists are protected against 

censorship, harassment, and even violence. These laws also set a foundation for 

accountability and transparency within governments. 

The potential of such laws to foster independence of the press and protect journalists 

against unjust persecution is a key strength. When well enforced, they create an 

atmosphere of security where the free flow of ideas, so necessary in a democracy, can 

take place. 

But unequal enforcement and political opposition often weaken its impact. History is 

always proving that laws can be used as weapons of suppression, as happened with 

the 1798 Alien and Sedition Acts, in which the Sedition Act made criticism of the 

government criminal law, resulting in the arrest of several newspaper editors. Even 

today, many countries experience selective enforcement of the law, where press laws 

are used to silence critical voices rather than protect them. This inconsistency dilutes 

their potency and underlines the need for more stringent protection and impartial 

mechanisms of enforcement. 

Ofcom (UK) 

Ofcom regulates communications in the UK, monitors media and broadcasting 

standards for fairness, and handles complaints. It is a body that supports the freedom 

of the press because the accountability and ethical practices of the media breed trust 

and transparency. 

One of the strong suits of Ofcom involves how regulatory issues are dealt with, striking 

balance in maintaining media standards while ensuring accountability to the public. It 

ensures a fairer and more responsible media. 
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Nevertheless, a basic problem intrinsic in balancing this against press freedom is: too 

much regulation strangulates journalistic independence while too little enables 

corrupt practice. Thus, the right balance will remain a difficult challenge persistently 

because fairness is not achieved if the freedom of the press gets hampered. 

 

 

 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 

Promote civic journalism and encourage public involvement in news-making.  

Protecting press freedom requires a whole approach that goes beyond updating the 

laws to international standards but also ensuring the enforcement mechanisms are 

robust. This means setting up clear and authoritative regulatory bodies – like the 

European Union’s Audiovisual Media Services Directive (AVMSD) or the Federal 

Communications Commission (FCC) – that are empowered with enough funds, 

personnel, and legal authority to monitor, ensure compliance effectively, impose the 

relevant sanctions where need be, and be transparent in making such decisions. 

Training of law enforcement and judicial officials on press freedom issues and 

development of monitoring systems to hold violators accountable is key. It can be 

achieved through workshops on legal protections, ethical practices and international 

standards supported by monitoring systems that report incidents and analyze data. 

Public awareness campaigns protect journalists by sensitizing the masses to the 

essence of press freedom, while building mass support for legislation that protects 

their rights. This helps in creating a culture that values and respects journalism and 

diminishes hostility and threats towards media professionals. This would involve the 

strengthening of the legal framework, which offers protection and redress in clear-cut 

cases of violations, while increased accountability acts as a deterrent to attacks and 

abuse. These, put together, form an environment in which journalists can operate 

more securely and maintain independence without fear of reprisals 

Advocate for diverse hiring practices in newsrooms to ensure varied 

perspectives 

To ensure a diverse range of perspectives and experiences in journalism, hiring various 

practices across newsrooms would be beneficial. Inclusive hiring would include active 

recruitment of candidates from underrepresented groups, elimination of bias in job 

descriptions, and interview processes. Rigorous bias training at all levels, including for 

senior leadership, needs to be undertaken to deal with unconscious biases and to 

introduce best practices for equity. Formalized mentorship programs and professional 
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development activities will be initiated that allow for growth and promotion of diverse 

talent. Diverse newsrooms report better on a range of issues, which means they are 

more representative of various audience needs. Diversity cuts down bias and offers 

balance in the telling of stories. Diversity fosters innovation in coverage. In sum, 

diverse hiring improves quality and fairness for better service to the public. 

Investigative Journalism  

A possible way to tackle media apathy and underreporting is by investing in 

investigative journalism. This is a possible way to make underreported stories on 

marginalized communities, systemic injustices, and corruption known. Furthermore, 

this could ensure that the most important global issues are known.  

It requires funding for in-depth investigations from governments, NGOs, and 

independent organizations, especially from underserved regions. An action like this 

would include a network between journalists and media on the collaboration of 

resources and amplification of stories. In addition, the training of people on 

investigative journalism should include skills like investigative techniques, data 

analysis, and digital security.  

Digital platforms can equally be used to distribute stories and avoid traditional 

gatekeepers for wider circulation. Public awareness campaigns on the importance of 

investigative journalism will create a demand for better reporting and greater 

accountability. 
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