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PERSONAL INTRODUCTION 

Dear Delegates,  

My name is Constantia Cronje, I am a 10th grade student at Pierce - the American 

College of Greece, and it is my honor to serve as a Co-Chair in the Disarmament & 

International Security Committee (GA1) in this year’s Platon School Model United 

Nations Conference. With this guide, I would like to introduce you to the following 

topic: “Addressing the Impact of the Military-Industrial Complex on International 

Security” to help you form robust resolutions and have a fruitful debate.  

Before I start, I would like to congratulate all of you for choosing to become a member 

of the MUN community! It is a very special experience and can have a permanent 

impact on you. For me, the most important thing that the conferences offer is the 

chance to develop the mindset of a leader and a citizen of the world. Every conference 

changes you through the experience, teaches you skills, and builds new friendships. 

That is why I strongly encourage you to participate as much as you can because only 

then will you understand the true value of MUN. 

This study guide examines the issue of “Addressing the Impact of the Military-

Industrial Complex on International Security”. It is a fascinating topic, vital for 

achieving global security and stability. As future leaders, it will be our duty to address 

such topics and pave the way towards global peace and safety. This study guide 

contains important background information. However, I encourage you to conduct 

further research to gain more knowledge on your country’s policies and position, to 

ensure a lively discussion and develop effective clauses for our resolutions.   

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me via email at 

constantiacronje@gmail.com.    

Looking forward to meeting you all in March!  

Yours truly, 

Constantia Cronje 

mailto:constantiacronje@gmail.com
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INTRODUCTION 
“In the councils of government, we must guard against the acquisition of unwarranted 

influence, whether sought or unsought, by the military-industrial complex. The 

potential for the disastrous rise of misplaced power exists and will persist.”1 – 

President David Dwight Eisenhower, 34th president of the United States (1953–61) 

Defense industries across the world overwhelmingly depend on governmental 

contracts. As such they have an interest in developing close ties with customer 

nations’ civil servants and legislators working on procurement and defense. Moreover, 

due to its sensitive nature the defense industry of a nation might typically be 

geographically dispersed, which creates an interest in many local legislators to 

maintain them, since they often act as a source of local economic growth and stable 

employment. This cycle of vested interests makes up a nation’s “Military Industrial 

Complex”. President Eisenhower used his address to expressly warn against the 

eventuality where legislators may make decisions that do not primarily aim at 

maintaining national and international peace and security but rather seek to further 

said interests. 

Nowadays, the influence and participation of MICs in policymaking is significant 

globally. The above scenario could, thus, lead to an international environment where 

armed conflict is not as actively avoided or contained. That is why it is imperative that 

we find feasible and logical solutions to place checks and balances on the power and 

influence of MICs. Member states where the MIC is prevalent may be more inclined 

to maintain the status quo rather than take appropriate actions towards a more 

secure global future.  

The impact of the MIC on International Security should be addressed in this year’s 

PSMUN considering that the main theme of the conference is “State Apathy”. 

Governments have an important role in containing the military-industrial complex, 

because only through international agreements will we be able to achieve that. 

However, as mentioned above, one of the major challenges faced is national refusal 

and general apathy to tackle the issue, raising questions about the feasibility of 

addressing the matter effectively.  

 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 

Defense Contract 
“A defense contract is an agreement for a contractor to provide supplies or services 

to a sub-agency of the Department of Defense (DOD). In defense policy, a contractor 

 
1 Eisenhower, Dwight D. "Farewell Address." The Avalon Project, Yale Law School, 17 Jan. 1961, 

https://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/eisenhower001.asp . Accessed 2 Aug. 2024. 

https://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/eisenhower001.asp
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can be either a private company or a civilian. Military service members, DOD career 

employees, and civilian political appointees are not considered defense contractors.”2 

Defense Industrial Base Sector 
“The Defense Industrial Base Sector is the worldwide industrial complex that enables 

research and development, as well as design, production, delivery, and maintenance 

of military weapons systems, subsystems, and components or parts, to meet military 

requirements.” 3 

International Security 
“International security refers to the measures and strategies adopted by states and 

international organizations to safeguard the global system against threats that could 

disrupt peace and stability. This encompasses a wide range of concerns including 

military threats, terrorism, cyber threats, and the proliferation of weapons of mass 

destruction. The aim is to prevent conflicts, manage crises, and ensure a stable and 

peaceful international environment.”4 

Military-Industrial Complex (MIC) 
“The Military-industrial complex is a network of individuals and institutions involved 

in the production of weapons and military technologies. The military-industrial 

complex in a country typically attempts to marshal political support for continued or 

increased military spending by the national government.”5 

Military Science  
“The term military science  generally describes the body of theories, concepts, and 

methods for employing armed forces. However, as an academic discipline, it is ill-

defined, drawing from a patchwork of curricula including history, foreign affairs, 

security studies, leadership, operations management, and systems engineering, as 

well as other elements of the physical and social sciences. ”6 

Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMDs) 
By this term, we refer to “atomic explosive weapons, radioactive material weapons, 

lethal chemical and biological weapons, and any weapons developed in the future 

 
2 "What Is a Defense Contract?" USA Facts, USAFacts, 18 Dec. 2020, 
https://usafacts.org/articles/what-is-a-defense-contract/ . Accessed 31 July 2024. 
3 "Defense Industrial Base Sector." Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Security Agency, U.S. Department 

of Homeland Security, www.cisa.gov/topics/critical-infrastructure-security-and-resilience/critical-
infrastructure-sectors/defense-industrial-base-sector . Accessed 31 July 2024. 
4 Baldwin, David A. “The Concept of Security.” Review of International Studies, vol. 23, no. 1, 1997, 

pp. 5–26. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/20097464 . Accessed 31 July 2024. 
5 "Military-Industrial Complex." Encyclopaedia Britannica, Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc., 

www.britannica.com/topic/military-industrial-complex . Accessed 31 July 2024. 
6 Kopp, Carlo. "Is Military Science Scientific?" National Defense University Press, 17 Sept. 2015, 
https://ndupress.ndu.edu/Media/News/Article/577566/is-military-science-scientific/ . Accessed 31 
July 2024. 

https://usafacts.org/articles/what-is-a-defense-contract/
http://www.cisa.gov/topics/critical-infrastructure-security-and-resilience/critical-infrastructure-sectors/defense-industrial-base-sector
http://www.cisa.gov/topics/critical-infrastructure-security-and-resilience/critical-infrastructure-sectors/defense-industrial-base-sector
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20097464
http://www.britannica.com/topic/military-industrial-complex
https://ndupress.ndu.edu/Media/News/Article/577566/is-military-science-scientific/
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which might have characteristics comparable in destructive effect to those of the 

atomic bomb or other weapons mentioned above.” 7 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Historical Background 
World War 1 (WWI) (1914 – 1918)8 also known as the Great War, is often regarded as 

one of the most devastating conflicts our planet has ever endured. Its onset marked 

the beginning of the utilization of weapons of mass destruction, mainly in the form of 

chemical weapons, such as chlorine, phosgene, and mustard gas, which is also why 

many historians refer to the Great War as the chemist’s war. On November 11, 1918 

World War I ended with 1.3 million deaths caused by chemical weapons9. This was the 

first war of scale to be affected so significantly by technological advancements and the 

logistical capabilities of the parties. Military experts and legislators began shifting their 

attention towards building much more elaborate and extensive military material 

stockpiles since. Nevertheless, the destructive nature of the war also contributed 

towards a growing international movement for disarmament and arms control. 

In World War 2 (WWII) (1939 – 1945)10, while chemical and biological weapons were 

developed and stockpiled, they were not widely used in combat. The only significant 

use of WMDs was the deployment of nuclear weapons by the United States on 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945 with an estimated 150,000 - 246,000 casualties11. The 

capitulation of Japan following the devastating impact of these strikes, created 

excitement over the effectiveness of developing and using advanced arms amongst 

some circles of military experts and legislators. They saw them as effective deterrents 

or at worst, tools that could yield strategic success without risking friendly soldier 

casualties. In parallel, their indiscriminate nature and destructive scale further 

reinforced global disarmament movements. 

The MIC continued to grow during the Cold War following the world wars. Even though 

the use of nuclear weapons was prevented by the prospect of mutually assured 

destruction, the MIC was fueled by the nuclear arms race between the USA and the 

 
7 United Nations. Military Expenditures and Arms Trade: A Review of Trends. United Nations, 2006, 
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/623117?ln=en . Accessed 31 July 2024. 
8 "Timeline 1914-1921." Library of Congress, www.loc.gov/collections/stars-and-stripes/articles-and-
essays/a-world-at-war/timeline-1914-1921/. Accessed 11 Sept. 2024. 
9 "A Brief History of Chemical War." Science History Institute, 
www.sciencehistory.org/stories/magazine/a-brief-history-of-chemical-
war/#:~:text=November%2011%20World%20War%20I%20ends%20with%201.3%20million%20deaths  
Accessed 11 Sep. 2024. 
10 "World War II Key Dates." United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
www.encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/world-war-ii-key-dates.  Accessed 11 Sept. 2024. 
11 "Bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki." History.com, A&E Television Networks, 9 Nov. 2009, 
www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/bombing-of-hiroshima-and-nagasaki.  Accessed 11 Sept. 2024. 

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/623117?ln=en
http://www.loc.gov/collections/stars-and-stripes/articles-and-essays/a-world-at-war/timeline-1914-1921/
http://www.loc.gov/collections/stars-and-stripes/articles-and-essays/a-world-at-war/timeline-1914-1921/
http://www.sciencehistory.org/stories/magazine/a-brief-history-of-chemical-war/#:~:text=November%2011%20World%20War%20I%20ends%20with%201.3%20million%20deaths
http://www.sciencehistory.org/stories/magazine/a-brief-history-of-chemical-war/#:~:text=November%2011%20World%20War%20I%20ends%20with%201.3%20million%20deaths
http://www.encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/world-war-ii-key-dates
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/bombing-of-hiroshima-and-nagasaki
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Soviet Union. On the 15th of January 1961, President David Dwight Eisenhower 

delivered his farewell address, in which he coined the term “military-industrial 

complex”. Through this speech, he warned the public of the nation’s increasingly 

powerful MIC and the threat it posed to American democracy.  

Despite arms control efforts, which stemmed from civil society pressure, such as the 

negotiation of the first nuclear treaties in the 1970s and the adoption by the UN 

General Assembly of the Arms Trade Treaty in 2013, which aimed to regulate 

international trade in conventional arms, the MIC continued to grow. Between 2015 

and 2020, the United States emerged as the world's largest arms exporter, supplying 

weapons to 96 countries and accounting for approximately 35% of global arms exports 

during that period12. The strong and steadily increasing economic performance of the 

sector ever since has amplified the interests of all parties making up different states’ 

MICs. 

 
Figure 1: Worldwide biological weapons activity in 202213 

 
12 "Who Were the Largest Major Arms Exporters in the Last 5 Years?" Defense News, 9 Mar. 2020,  

www.defensenews.com/2020/03/09/who-were-the-largest-major-arms-exporters-in-the-last-5-
years/ . Accessed 14 Sept. 2024. 
13 "Biological Weapons." Our World in Data, https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/biological-weapons. 
Accessed 11 Sept. 2024. 

http://www.defensenews.com/2020/03/09/who-were-the-largest-major-arms-exporters-in-the-last-5-years/
http://www.defensenews.com/2020/03/09/who-were-the-largest-major-arms-exporters-in-the-last-5-years/
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/biological-weapons
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Key industries within the defense sector 

Aerospace  

The aerospace defense industry includes the manufacturing of aircraft, space 

vehicles, engines, and parts, as well as providing maintenance, repair, and 

overhaul (MRO) services. Aerospace defense is a highly sophisticated sector 

that requires extensive research and development investment and a broad 

range of specialized industrial facilities. As such, most member states are able 

to maintain a very limited national aerospace industry (which often specializes 

in providing MRO services) and purchases and maintains equipment under 

license from a limited number of producing states. As far as sales are 

concerned, military aircraft hold the largest market share, followed by space 

systems and missiles14. Hence, aerospace defense contributes majorly to the 

current high degree of arms proliferation and the internationalization of the 

issue, as a producing state’s MIC expands its interests in other states further 

complicating relationships between stakeholders. 

Naval  

The naval or maritime defense industry refers to the sector that encompasses 

transport, logistics, regulatory, engineering, information technology related to 

warships and their operation. It is a complex industry that plays a crucial 

broader role as member states often use their naval forces to maintain 

international maritime law and ensure the security of global supply chains. 

Amongst others naval defense industries develop naval weapons, radar, sonar 

systems, and communication systems for military use. Much like the aerospace 

defense industry but to a slightly lesser degree, many states do not possess the 

national industrial base to fully satisfy their needs and as such engage in arms 

trade with major producing nations. Since naval defense projects have a 

characteristically long lifetime, their international trade is heavily tied to 

geopolitical and strategic matters. 

Land Systems 

Land Systems involve the design and production of tanks, armored personnel 

carriers (APCs), and infantry fighting vehicles (IFVs). The industry focuses on 

improving the survivability, firepower, and mobility of wheeled and tracked 

military equipment as well as enhancing battlefield effectiveness. Land 

Systems also deal with vehicle protection systems, weapons systems, and 

advanced electronics for battlefield superiority. Today, advanced features like 

sensors, communication systems, and armor materials are being incorporated 

 
14 Murphy, Chris B. "What Is the Aerospace Sector?" Investopedia, 15 Apr. 2023, 

www.investopedia.com/ask/answers/041415/what-aerospace-sector.asp . Accessed 14 Sept. 2024. 

http://www.investopedia.com/ask/answers/041415/what-aerospace-sector.asp
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into fighting vehicles. This sector shares the complexity of the aforementioned 

ones, but due to the slightly shorter average lifetime of its projects, it is more 

dynamic. Since land systems are seen as an essential part of any modern armed 

forces, international trade is extensive and somewhat less restricted relative 

to air and naval systems. However, geopolitical and strategic concerns still 

prevail and there have been several cases of producing states outright 

cancelling existing orders from other states due to changes in their diplomatic 

and military relations. Such cases often exacerbate evolving diplomatic 

disputes and create divisions which threaten international security. 

Munitions Factories 

Munitions Factories design and manufacture ammunition, explosives, missiles, 

and rockets. These weapons are significantly important in military strategies, 

as they provide the firepower needed for offensive and defensive operations. 

New technological advancements, such as guidance systems have greatly 

improved the effectiveness and versatility of munitions. Generally, munitions 

have a significant role in shaping the outcome of conflicts and balancing the 

global military power. Their essential nature means that most member states 

typically prioritize maintaining an industrial base that can at least produce 

existing models of most munitions employed in their respective armed forces. 

Nevertheless, rapid technological developments in the sector and a reluctance 

to license and share cutting edge technologies even amongst allied states, 

have led to an increase in the international trade of munitions. The tense 

balance between fulfilling defense needs through purchasing foreign 

munitions and supporting local industries makes for a complicated relationship 

between international industries, policymakers from different member states 

and local industries. As such under normal peacetime circumstances, the 

sector is more splintered and solidified potentially dangerous collectives of 

stakeholders do not expand internationally. However, perhaps more than in 

any other sector, regional munitions industries have benefited most than any 

other sector, from the standardization of military equipment brought on by 

collective defense organizations such as the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

(NATO). 

Electronics and Communication 

The Electronics and Communication industry is responsible for safeguarding 

military networks and systems from cyber threats, while also developing 

capabilities for cyber-attacks and electronic warfare. Technologies such as 

LiDAR are used for target tracking, detection, and tactical mapping. 

Additionally, radios, satellite systems, and data networks enable military 

personnel to communicate effectively and coordinate their operations. 
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Furthermore, digital communication systems offer clearer and more reliable 

channels, enhancing overall operational effectiveness.  

The Impact of the Military-Industrial Complex on International security 

The maintenance of international peace and security has historically been a very 

challenging, complicated endeavor that requires responsible, collective decision-

making and transparency amongst, ideally all member states. One of the major 

challenges is deescalating conflicts when they arise, not only to prevent the loss of life 

but also to prevent the spread of a global sense of instability which often triggers 

excessive rearmament. President Eisenhower in his speech and many organizations 

since have pointed to the unavoidable fact that defense industries have an interest in 

states being in a constant need for armaments and as such a high degree of combat 

readiness. However, it is also broadly accepted that higher concentrations of weapons 

and mobilization of military forces increases tensions and as such the risk of armed 

conflict. This conflict of interest poses a threat to international peace and security, 

however, for it to materialize would require governments to make decisions that 

prioritize the short-term interests of their MIC over the broader stability of their 

nation. This is highly unlikely in a well-functioning democratic system with robust 

checks and balances on its executive branch. 

The aforementioned increasing internationalization of defense industries could also 

pose a threat to international peace and security. The establishment of arms 

producer-client relations between states can increase inequitable relations and 

further support toxic relationships whereby states are dependent on others to 

maintain their essential defense structures. The prospect of military industries 

exerting undue influence on decision makers is enhanced when wealthy defense 

businesses engage with policymakers from developing states with less robust checks 

and balances. A paradox emerges where international trade and cooperation seem to 

be a risk to international security in this case. However, that is only the case when 

defense industries are allowed to operate with broad freedom, lack of transparency 

and under vague regulatory frameworks. 

The challenges in resolving the complex 

Political and Legal Challenges  

Many politicians rely on the MIC for political support, creating an environment 

where military spending may be favored over other options to maintain 

security. This also culminates in broader reluctance to any reduction in military 

spending and as different industries are spread across localities, 

disagreements in the allocation of the defense budget. Such issues generally 

tend to decrease trust and effectiveness of parliamentary scrutiny.  

Furthermore, if the MIC involves a significant number of legislators, legislation 

can be introduced and implemented that further solidifies its interests. Citing 
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the need to protect sensitive information, legislation in many member states 

allows defense industries to operate with relative impunity from public 

scrutiny. Since major national security policies may be changed swiftly in 

response to international events, the effect of MICs can have major 

repercussions and because of this, be diagnosed too late.   

Economic and Social Challenges 

Member states may have to overcome some economic obstacles to resolve 

the problem. Because of the scale and specialization of defense industry 

factories, local economies are strongly dependent on defense contracts. This 

makes residents ideologically resistant to disarmament or reductions in 

military spending as well, forming the basis for the aforementioned political 

behaviors. Besides that, by establishing disarmament policies, retraining 

programs and alternative job creation becomes essential to support the 

defense workers that will be made redundant.  

Member States that borrow extensively to fund military expenses can end up 

with unsustainable debt levels, which could impact their ability to invest in 

education, healthcare, and infrastructure, ultimately leading to poverty and 

instability.  

From a social standpoint, consistent and broad governmental support of the 

defense sector benefits from and can reinforce a general culture amongst 

citizens that supports continuous military buildup. This often entails the 

conflation of military might with national pride and patriotism. 

 

MAJOR COUNTRIES AND ORGANISATIONS INVOLVED 

United States of America (USA) 

The Military-Industrial Complex (MIC) in the United States is the powerful relationship 

between the nation's military, the government, and the defense industry worldwide. 

The USA is the leading global arms supplier, controlling arms 35% of international arms 

exports and supplying 96 countries15.  Furthermore, the Member State maintains the 

world’s largest defense budget. For 2024, The Department of Defense (DoD) 

requested $842 billion on national defense16, which makes up 18 percent of the 

 
15 "Who Were the Largest Major Arms Exporters in the Last 5 Years?" Defense News, 9 Mar. 2020,  

www.defensenews.com/2020/03/09/who-were-the-largest-major-arms-exporters-in-the-last-5-
years/ . Accessed 14 Sept. 2024. 
16 USAFacts. How Much Does the US Spend on the Military? https://usafacts.org/articles/how-much-
does-the-us-spend-on-the-military/,  accessed 16 Nov. 2024. 

http://www.defensenews.com/2020/03/09/who-were-the-largest-major-arms-exporters-in-the-last-5-years/
http://www.defensenews.com/2020/03/09/who-were-the-largest-major-arms-exporters-in-the-last-5-years/
https://usafacts.org/articles/how-much-does-the-us-spend-on-the-military/
https://usafacts.org/articles/how-much-does-the-us-spend-on-the-military/
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country’s total spending17. Also, a report released on April 2023 showed that sales of 

firearms and guns in the United States have grown by 269% between the years 2008 

and 2022, making the once $19.1 billion industry worth more than $70 billion18. This 

large amount not only signifies the financial significance of the MIC in the country but 

also the influence that the United States has on the rest of the world. Furthermore, as 

one of the oldest nuclear countries in the world, the U.S. holds a crucial position in 

global security. Its early development of nuclear weapons has given it a strategic 

advantage, contributing to its role as a superpower and a major arms supplier. Lastly, 

the Department of Defense (DoD), is a crucial element of the military-industrial 

complex, as it is responsible for all the U.S. defense sectors. It includes technology 

companies that shape military procurement and innovation. 

Recognizing the dangers that the military-industrial complex posed, the U.S. 

government decided to implement measures to address the issue. In 1976 the Arms 

Export Control Act (AECA) was passed, to control the import and export of defense 

articles and services. This helped regulate the MIC, as the AECA aimed to limit the 

influence of private defense companies in foreign arms deals. Twenty-four years later 

on November 22, 2000, the Military Extraterritorial Jurisdiction Act (MEJA) was signed 

into law allowing people "employed by or accompanying the armed forces" overseas 

to be prosecuted for crimes in U.S. federal laws. This law reflects the growing use of 

private contractors, a key component of the MIC, in U.S. military operations. All the 

above, show the United States’s dominant role in the military-industrial complex. 

 
17 U.S. Department of the Treasury. America's Finance Guide: Federal Spending. Fiscal Data, 
https://fiscaldata.treasury.gov/americas-finance-guide/federal-spending/ , accessed 16 Nov. 2024. 
18 "Arms Industry in the US: How Much Does It Contribute to the Economy?" Albawaba, 
www.albawaba.com/business/arms-industry-us-how-much-does-it-contribute-economy-1478178. 
Accessed 14 Sept. 2024. 

https://fiscaldata.treasury.gov/americas-finance-guide/federal-spending/
http://www.albawaba.com/business/arms-industry-us-how-much-does-it-contribute-economy-1478178
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Figure 2: Map depicting countries to which the U.S. Exports Arms Weapons to19 

Russian Federation 

The Russian MIC refers to the network of industries involved responsible for the 

production of military equipment in Russia, including the production of a wide range 

of military equipment, including tanks, fighter jets, submarines, and missiles. As the 

second-largest arms exporter globally, behind the USA, the Member State accounts 

for around 20 percent of weapons sales worldwide20. As a result, the defense industry 

is significantly important in the country’s economy. In recent years, the government 

has invested in modernizing and expanding its military capabilities, with the military-

industrial complex serving as a key component of this effort. Meanwhile, the pre-war 

 
19 "Where the U.S. Exports Weapons to (Infographic)." Protothema, 9 Mar. 2020, 
https://en.protothema.gr/2020/03/09/where-the-u-s-exports-weapons-to-infographic/ . Accessed 30 
July 2024. 
20 "Infographic: Which Countries Buy the Most Russian Weapons?" Al Jazeera, 

www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/3/9/infographic-which-countries-buy-the-most-russian-weapons . 
Accessed 29 Sept. 2024. 

https://en.protothema.gr/2020/03/09/where-the-u-s-exports-weapons-to-infographic/
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/3/9/infographic-which-countries-buy-the-most-russian-weapons
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defense budget of $46 billion rose to approximately $120 billion dollars21, indicating 

the country’s efforts to modernize its armed forces, focusing on next-generation 

weaponry, cybersecurity, and artificial intelligence (AI) applications in military 

equipment. Lastly, the Russian Federation has been since 1954 a nuclear-weapon 

state and owns currently the world’s biggest store of nuclear warheads, having 

inherited the Soviet Union’s nuclear weapons.  

India  

The Indian military-industrial complex is rapidly evolving22. The Member State is 

known to be the world's largest arms importer sharing 9.8 percent of global imports23. 

Additionally, India’s MIC is considered one of the fastest growing in the world. The 

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited, India’s largest aerospace and defense company, is 

involved in the design, development and production of aerospace warfare, and has 

contributed significantly in growing India’s MIC. Another factor that has contributed 

significantly is the research programs conducted through organizations such as the 

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), which are responsible for 

developing and modernizing the Member State’s military equipment. Lastly, 

collaborations with major arms exporters, such as the Russian Federation and the 

United States, have helped expand the country’s military-industrial complex. 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 

As a military alliance, NATO's activities and policies can be influenced by the interests 

of member countries' defense industries. However, the organization also impacts 

these industries. The organization has established a guideline that Member States 

should spend at least 2 percent of their Gross Domestic Product (GDP) on defense 

industries, thereby expanding in this way the military-industrial complex of each 

country. Moreover, NATO encourages the adoption of standardized military 

equipment, boosting the internationalization of the issue. This close relationship 

between NATO and the national defense industries raises concerns regarding conflicts 

of interest and the prioritization of military solutions over social ones. On the other 

hand, the organization is currently pursuing initiatives to limit geopolitical tensions 

and ongoing conflicts.  

 
21 Sukhankin, Sergey. "Russia’s Unprecedented War Budget, Explained." Wilson Center, 

www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/russias-unprecedented-war-budget-explained . Accessed 29 Sept. 
2024. 
22 Sagar, Sushant. "India's Puzzled Military-Industrial Complex." The Diplomat, May 2024, 

www.thediplomat.com/2024/05/indias-puzzled-military-industrial-complex/ . Accessed 29 Sept. 2024. 
23 SIPRI. "Trends in International Arms Transfers, 2023." Stockholm International Peace Research 

Institute, Mar. 2024, www.sipri.org/sites/default/files/2024-03/fs_2403_at_2023.pdf . Accessed 29 
Sept. 2024. 

http://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/russias-unprecedented-war-budget-explained
http://www.thediplomat.com/2024/05/indias-puzzled-military-industrial-complex/
http://www.sipri.org/sites/default/files/2024-03/fs_2403_at_2023.pdf
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Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) 

 The OSCE is an organization that promotes for stability, peace, and democracy. One 

of its main goals is to limit the impact of the MIC on international security through 

strategies such as arms control and border management. The OSCE engages in 

diplomacy, helping resolve tensions before they escalate into conflicts. Its missions 

often work in conflict-prone areas, facilitating dialogue among parties involved, 

aiming to foster security. On the other hand, the influence of major powers within the 

organization can lead to politicization, where geopolitical interests overshadow the 

organization's goals of security and cooperation. 

Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) 

The OPCW’s mission is to eliminate chemical weapons while operating within the 

broader context of international security and disarmament. The OPCW has 

established a verification system that includes inspections and monitoring of chemical 

weapon stockpiles and production facilities, ensuring compliance with the Chemical 

Weapons Convention (CWC). Furthermore, the organization has successfully 

destroyed over 98 percent of the world's declared chemical weapons, a significant 

achievement that contributed to its receipt of the Nobel Peace Prize.24 

 

TIMELINE OF EVENTS 

Date Description of event 

6 August 1945 An American B-29 bomber dropped the world’s first 

deployed atomic bomb over the Japanese city of Hiroshima, 

killing 80 thousand people.  

9 August 1945  An American B-29 bomber dropped another atomic bomb on 

Nagasaki, killing an estimated 40,000 people. 

2 September 1945 World War II ends. 

4 November 1952 
David Dwight Eisenhower is elected president of the United 

States. 

17 January 1961 

Eisenhower coins the term “military-industrial complex” and 

warns the public of the nation’s increasingly powerful 

military-industrial complex and the threat it posed to 

American democracy. 

 
24 "Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons." Nobel Prize, 
www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/2013/opcw/facts/ . Accessed 29 Sept. 2024. 
 

http://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/2013/opcw/facts/
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22 April 1970 

The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons is 

signed, agreeing on the prevention of wider dissemination of 

nuclear weapons. 

25 December 1991 
The USSR collapses. This is unofficially considered by some 

historians as the end of the Cold War era. 

11 September 2001 
9/11 terrorist attacks take place. This eventually led the U.S. 

government to declare a global war on terrorism. 

3 June 2013 
The Arms Trade Treaty is signed to regulate the international 

trade in conventional arms. 

1 January 2021 
The European Defense Fund is created with an agreed 

budget from 2021 until 2027. 

 

PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS TO SOLVE THE ISSUE 

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, INFCIRC/140, 1970 

The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) 25, signed on April 22, 

1970, aims to prevent the widespread dissemination of nuclear weapons. The treaty 

is centered around three pillars: nonproliferation, disarmament and peaceful uses of 

nuclear energy. Over the years, the NPT has prevented several conflicts, promoting 

peaceful use of nuclear energy and fostering a security environment. This has enabled 

dramatic reductions in nuclear stockpiles globally. Despite its success, the NPT faces 

several challenges, as some Member States have opted not to sign the treaty. Also, 

ensuring compliance with the treaty is challenging. Lastly, there has been insufficient 

movement toward effective disarmament among Nuclear Weapon States (NWS), 

hindering global disarmament goals. 

The Arms Trade Treaty, Resolution A/RES/67/234 B, 2013 

The Arms Trade Treaty (ATT)26, signed on June 3, 2013, aims to regulate the 

international trade in conventional arms. The ATT has the potential to significantly 

reduce civilian suffering from explosive weapons in populated areas. Furthermore, the 

treaty focuses on the humanitarian consequences of arms transfers. However, its 

effectiveness is limited by state parties’ violations of the treaty. Additionally, 

transparency remains a concern, as Member States often withhold data and provide 

incomplete or invalid information. While progress has been made, more 

improvements can be achieved through better implementation and universalization.  

 
25 United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA). Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons (NPT). https://disarmament.unoda.org/wmd/nuclear/npt/ , accessed 16 Nov. 2024. 
26 United Nations General Assembly. The Arms Trade Treaty, Resolution A/RES/67/234 B. Adopted 2 
April 2013. Available at https://www.un.org/disarmament/att/ , accessed 16 Nov. 2024. 

https://disarmament.unoda.org/wmd/nuclear/npt/
https://www.un.org/disarmament/att/
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European Defense Fund (EDF), 2021 

Established in 2021 by the European Union, the European Defense Fund (EDF) has a 

total budget of €7.953 billion27 , aiming to enhance defense cooperation among 

member states and to foster a stronger European defense industrial base. The EDF 

aims to support research and innovation in defense technologies, promote 

collaborative defense projects, and ultimately, strengthen the security and defense 

capabilities of the EU while protecting its members from the influence of the military-

industrial complex. However, challenges remain regarding funding allocation and the 

necessary political will to resolve these issues. 

 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 

Establish a Defense Budget Cap 

A possible solution to mitigate the military-industrial complex and its effects on 

international security is the implementation of a defense budget cap across all 

Member States through an international treaty. This would require Member States to 

commit to limiting military spending by setting a maximum allowable amount of their 

budget spending they can allocate to defense industries, depending on their economic 

output. By formalizing it in a treaty, it becomes a collective effort, thus, encouraging 

broad compliance. Such cap would help governments maintain a balanced budget and 

avoid excessive debt from unchecked military spending. Military planners and 

policymakers may be forced to prioritize the most critical and effective defense 

programs, reducing the amount of wasteful spending and excessive armament build 

up. Naturally, building international consensus on the nature of the budget cap, 

enforcement mechanisms and the flexibility of the treaty would be an enormously 

hard task. 

Prohibit the use of Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMDs) 

An important measure that should be taken when trying to limit the influence of the 

military-industrial complex is at the very least enforcing the current broadly adopted 

treaties, prohibiting the use of Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMDs), such as atomic, 

radiological, chemical and biological weapons, which are one of the greatest 

existential threats to humanity. To address this challenge, mechanisms, such as 

tracking technologies, can be introduced to avoid undermining global efforts. 

Introducing positive incentives for disarmament and transparency could also be 

considered as an addition to current frameworks. 

 
27 "European Defence Fund (EDF)." European Defence Agency, https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-
do/EU-defence-initiatives/european-defence-fund-(edf). Accessed 29 Sept. 2024. 
 

https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/EU-defence-initiatives/european-defence-fund-(edf)
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/EU-defence-initiatives/european-defence-fund-(edf)
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Pursue Arms Control and Disarmament 

Pursuing arms control and disarmament presents a possible solution to limit the 

military-industrial complex. This approach aims to reduce the number of weapons 

through negotiated limits, disarmament agreements and penalties for noncompliance 

with arms decisions. Disarmament could free up many resources that are currently 

tied up in defense budgets, allowing those funds to be redirected to social, economic, 

and environmental priorities. However, challenges such as potential economic 

instability from the loss of defense-related industries and fears of conflict that may 

result in cases of noncompliance must be addressed for disarmament efforts to 

succeed. As aforementioned, an international legal framework already exists. 

However, delegates should consider ways to extend its adoption and enhance its 

enforcement. 

Transparency  

Public transparency and information sharing are key strategies for addressing the 

issue of undue influence by the military-industrial complex. This involves transparency 

regarding defense budget management and military decisions, allowing the public to 

make informed choices about military priorities and helping reduce unnecessary 

spending while focusing on actual security needs. Moreover, the measure can build 

trust not only between citizens and the government but also between nations, as 

military spending will not be hidden, therefore, reducing suspicions regarding military 

buildup that can lead to conflict. However, a significant challenge is that transparency 

risks revealing information that could affect national security, such as classified 

technologies, troop movements, or intelligence operations. This could be addressed 

by establishing international standards for reporting on military expenditures and 

activities. 
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