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Jus post bellum and
peacebuilding: a modern

dilemma
We live in an era plagued by

conflict; from the ongoing war in
Ukraine to the aftermath of the
20-year war in Afghanistan, we are
witnessing the effects of conflict
everywhere. And with war once again
making headlines, one major question
has been raised: how can we restore
and ensure peace in post-conflict
environments? Historically,
peacebuilding strategies in
post-conflict environments have been
led by the Great Powers. However,
this has been the root of wide
controversy.

The dilemma behind
peacebuilding strategies is twofold.
On the one hand, countries are
concerned that the Great Powers are
using it as a tool to promote Western
interventionism and facilitate Western
imperialism. Admittedly, cynicism
towards the idea of Western-led peace
enforcement and peacebuilding
strategies is understandable given the
practice’s frequent abuse. Historically,
neo-imperial, non-humanitarian
interests have often been pursued in
the name of “humanitarian
interventions,” including Hitler's
invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1938,
George W. Bush's invasion of Iraq in
2003, and even Putin’s invasion of
Crimea in 2014. In other cases,
Western countries have used
peacebuilding efforts as a pretext to
expand their political and economic

agendas, as demonstrated by the case
of Afghanistan. It therefore cannot be
denied that external peacekeeping and
state-building operations can and have
been used to promote Western
imperialism.

Externally-led peacebuilding
operations, on the other hand, have
frequently done more harm than good,
leading peacebuilding to be viewed as
primarily a national strategy. Take, for
instance, the case of Afghanistan.
After the invasion of Afghanistan in
2001 and the defeat of the Taliban, the
US tried to force democracy on the
nation through the installation of an
interim government based on Western
democratic standards and ideals.
Nevertheless, Afghanistan, a heavily
underdeveloped nation with a total
lack of political experience and a
radically different fusion of cultural,
political, economic, and social values
from the US, was not able to maintain
such a structure, as proven by the
Taliban's immediate takeover of the
country in 2021 after the US forces
left. The US attempted to construct an
underdeveloped replica of the United
States political system in a state with
absolutely no way of upholding such
a structure, rather than aiming for the
establishment of a stable
administrative body that would
actually be able to produce an
achievable level of unity among the
Afghan population and provide them
with an adequate degree of security
and civil governance. Therefore, the
US interim government, having been
built on completely unrealistic
standards, was destined to fail, as it

had been built on unrealistic standards
that completely disregarded the real
world’s division and power structure
in Afghanistan. Other externally led
peacebuilding efforts, including in the
Balkans, Africa, and Iraq, illustrated
that external peacebuilding operations
can have detrimental effects on states,
often destabilizing the economic and
political environment even further,
increasing corruption and social
polarization, and thereby proving
counterproductive to all capacity
building efforts.

Perhaps the recent conflict in
Ukraine should act as an opportunity
for the international community to
unite, reconsider their peacebuilding
strategies and set the criteria for
proper rehabilitation and reparation
after conflict has terminated while
keeping in mind a principle stated by
Aristotle in his Politics: “the proper
telos to war is peace," and, by
extension, an arguably improved state
of peace than that pre-war.

-Joanna Mavromati,
President of the Security Council

MUN online: how was it
different from what we
experience in pre- or

post-COVID conferences?

The COVID-19 pandemic has
for the past few years forced several
in-person events and festivities to
either cancel or find alternative
methods of operation. A community
that was, among others, heavily
influenced by the quarantines
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experienced in many nations was that
of Model United Nations. In Greece,
for instance, the announcement of a
quarantine forced the cancellation of
the 2019 Platon School MUN just
weeks prior to the actual event,
forcing the Organizing Team, the
Secretariat members, Student Officers
and delegates to disrupt any
preparation for the conference; all
written study guides went to waste, as
the conference was not able to adapt
to the new conditions of the
coronavirus pandemic.

Of course, Model UN during a
period of a health crisis was, as
expected, indifferent to many. The
death toll of the pandemic posed
terrifying risks for any social
interactions, ceasing a temporary end
to live conferences, which was, after
all, expected. The opportunity to
exercise public speaking, critical
thinking, researching and negotiating
that MUN provides was no longer
attainable. Yet, just like many other
industries, MUN managed to adapt
and take place online. Through
applications like Zoom or Microsoft
Teams, delegates, chairs, and
Secretariat members were able to
interact with one another and resume
debating on concurring issues of the
world through a screen, a camera and
a microphone. Delegates were raising
their virtual hands to deliver a speech
or raise a Point of Information while
having their flag as their background
to distinguish themselves among the
rest.

The Secretariat and the StOff
team belong to the online era of
MUN. We all got to experience a
debate-oriented version of the
conferences with limited interactions
outside of the topics at hand. We were
split into breakout rooms to form
alliances, send private messages to
communicate with each other, without

really being able to get to know the
people behind the delegations.

This is one of the greatest
benefits of in-person MUN
conferences, and we are now finally
able to once again experience what
MUN really is. To talk to students
from around the world and share our
stories but also dispute on topics of
global importance and reach
conclusions on them. It is important
that we all enjoy such events and
create lasting memories through them.

-Vasilis Trantalis,
Secretary General
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Eradicating Forced

Criminality resulting from
Organized Crime

Organized crime refers to
criminal activities carried out by
well-structured and developed
criminal organizations that
operate internationally or
domestically. These organizations
engage in various activities, such
as drug trade, human trafficking,
and counterfeit product trade.
Although each criminal
organization is different, they can
be categorized depending on their
structure and motives, which can
concern a variety of ideas, from
economic prosperity to political
power and control. Their
operation usually depends on a
multitude of factors and
individuals, that each play a
significant role in the
accomplishment of said
organizations activities.

The second principle idea of
this topic is Forced Criminality.
Forced criminality is basically the
idea of forcing everyday
individuals to commit various
crimes, including theft,
pick-pocketing and other similar
offenses. The individuals
involved often do not have the
capability to resist and protest
against committing said unlawful
actions, which obviously end up
causing severe consequences on
individuals, both physically and
mentally, as the dangers said
activities carry are not negligible.

The situation gets
perplexing, however, seeing as
forced criminality is often used as
a means for organized criminal
organizations to carry out their
operations. These organizations
cannot simply rely on the limited
number of professional criminal
actors for their operations, and so

they place individuals in need of
personnel for various smaller
tasks that require little effort from
the individuals engaged. Criminal
organizations use a variety of
methods to lure people into their
unlawful environment, and then
exercise various leverages to
force them into permanently
joining, after which point said
individuals are trapped in a life of
crime and unlawfulness.

Needless to say, the issue as
a whole comes with a lot of
negative consequences. Criminal
organizations often engage in
violent tactics and distribute
arms, posing a direct threat to
disarmament and international
security. Their activities can also
affect national and international
trade, causing unforeseen price
fluctuations in products, which
can harm a nation’s economy.
Furthermore, organized crime can
interfere with a nation's
democratic procedures and even
place corrupt politicians in the
government, thus profoundly
influencing global politics and the
international equilibrium.
Individually speaking, forced
criminality stemming from

organized crime can cause
extensive mental health disorders
to the individuals involved, while
the risk of physical harm never
disappears. Victims become
dysfunctioning members of
society and suddenly are stripped
from their basic rights, not to
mention that the rehabilitation
process assuming the victims
have escaped the criminal life is
way too difficult, due to
discrimination and the permanent
criminal record that follows them.

The theme of this
conference is Pacifism and
Injustice, and seeing as the topic
constitutes a major threat to
worldwide justice, security and
stability, it is obvious that during
the conference, delegates will
discuss this urgent topic in hopes
of finding effective solutions. It is
of paramount importance that we
all work together towards
eradicating forced criminality
stemming from organized crime
and the injustices it comes with.

-John Glaretzos
Co-Chair in the Disarmament

and International Security
Committee
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