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An introduction to the
EC(t)HR

The EC(t)HR committee is a
simulation of the European Court of
Human Rights, which is situated in
Strasbourg, and is regarded as the
most significant International Court of
Human Rights, with extensive and
fascinating case law. The European
Court of Human Rights was the first
international judicial system for the
protection of human rights, and its
judgments over the years have had an
impact on the judicial and legal
worlds, as well as the residents of
each Council of Europe member state.
After exhausting all domestic
remedies, one may file an application
with the Court as a last option. The
European Convention on Human
Rights serves as the "Guideline" for
the operation of the European Court
of Human Rights, and it enumerates a
number of rights that states must
uphold. In practice, it is made up of
the same number of judges as the
member nations of the Council of
Europe that have accepted the
Convention for the Protection of
Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms.

The judges of the Court sit in
their own capacities and do not
represent any State. However, for the
sake of the conference, the court will
follow the same procedures and
norms as the ICJ. In this case, the
applicant claims that he was tried and
convicted twice for the same offense
and that he was only told four days

before the Court of Appeal hearing,
leaving him with no time to prepare.
In sum, the court has to decide
whether the proceedings and penalties
against the applicant were adequately
linked in content and time, and if they
formed a cohesive and proportionate
whole.

-Maria-Artemis Pavlidi,
Registrar in the EC(t)HR

Promoting Transparency and
Anticorruption in State-Owned

Enterprises
State-owned enterprises (SOEs)

are entities that are either wholly or
partially owned by the government.
They play a significant role in many
economies and are often major
players in key sectors such as energy,
telecommunications, and
transportation. However, SOEs are
not immune to corruption and lack of
transparency, which can undermine
their effectiveness and lead to
negative economic and social
consequences.

One of the main challenges in
promoting transparency and
anticorruption in SOEs is that they
often operate in environments where
political interference and lack of

accountability are prevalent. This can
create opportunities for corrupt
practices such as nepotism,
favoritism, and embezzlement. In
addition, SOEs are subject to less
scrutiny than private companies,
making it easier for those with vested
interests to engage in illicit activities
without being detected.

To address these challenges,
there are several measures that can
be taken. One approach is to
strengthen the legal framework that
governs SOEs. This includes
adopting clear guidelines on the
appointment and dismissal of board
members, establishing independent
oversight bodies, and ensuring that
SOEs are subject to the same
regulations and reporting

requirements as private companies.
Another key strategy is to

promote transparency and
accountability within SOEs. This can
be achieved through measures such as
publishing financial reports,
disclosing the salaries of top
executives, and providing regular
updates on performance to
stakeholders. In addition,
whistleblower protection laws can
encourage employees to report
corruption and other illicit activities
without fear of retaliation.

Finally, engaging civil society
and other stakeholders can help
promote transparency and
anticorruption in SOEs. This includes
involving non-governmental
organizations, the media, and other
groups in monitoring SOE activities
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and reporting on any irregularities.
Public awareness campaigns can also
help to raise awareness of the
importance of transparency and the
negative impact of corruption on the
economy and society as a whole.

In conclusion, promoting
transparency and anticorruption in
state-owned enterprises is essential
for ensuring their effectiveness and
preventing negative economic and
social consequences. This requires a
multi-faceted approach that includes
legal reforms, transparency measures,
and engagement with civil society and
other stakeholders. By taking these
steps, governments can help to ensure
that SOEs operate in a fair and
accountable manner, which in turn
can contribute to sustainable
economic growth and development.

-Dimitris Pachis,
Deputy President in the Group of 20

The Right to Conscientious
Objection to Military Service

In many countries around the
globe, the militaries consist of either
volunteers or professionals, however,
a great proportion of the world's
nations still enact conscription.
Essentially, this means that all males -
and in some cases, females as well -
are required to enlist in the military
for a short period of time in order to
receive some basic training in case of
an emergency. In the countries where
conscription systems still exist,

everyone who is required to, should
serve in the military, typically without
exemptions.
However, some people might refuse
this mandatory service, simply
because the act of bearing arms or
generally participating in the military
is against their conscience. This
refusal might be motivated by a
variety of beliefs, including religious,
philosophical, political, and so on.
These people are also known as
"conscientious objectors," and their
refusal to serve in the military is
theoretically protected by many
official documents related to human
rights, including the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,
because the right to conscientious
objection falls under the category of
the right to freedom of conscience, as
mentioned in the 18th article of the
UDHR.
In some of the countries, where there
is mandatory conscription or in any
case people might be requested to
conscript for the military (meaning in
cases of world emergencies), the
conscientious objectors receive very
favorable treatment; such countries
include the United States of America,
France, Brazil and many more.
Usually, they are offered alternative
positions, either in the military as
non-combatants or outside the
military as educational personnel,
healthcare workers etc. On the other
hand, there are multiple countries,
such as Singapore or Turkey, that are
yet to accept the right to conscientious
objection to military service, and thus,
hardly ever do they allow someone to
undertake an alternative service role
instead of enrolling to the military.

Throughout history,
conscientious objectors have actively
tried to enjoy their rights, however,
there are many recorded cases, where
people didn't even have access to the
specific right. The specific practice,

apart from the evident violation of
human rights, also had other severe
repercussions on the objectors. Often,
people who had “applied” for a
classification that wasn’t granted,
were automatically conscripted and
forced to join the military. In case
they refused to serve in the military at
all, they were imprisoned or even in
some cases executed. Generally
however the treatment that
conscientious objectors received, even
when their classifications granted,
was not always favorable. They were
often stigmatized and faced
difficulties in their everyday life, with
a prime example being their inability
to find a job.

Although the question of the
right to conscientious objection to
military service is an issue that dates
back numerous decades, it is
something that is not talked about
enough, and the specific right is yet to
be established internationally.
Throughout history, there have been
multiple incidents regarding
conscientious objectors, and there
have been many endeavors carried
out, by both intergovernmental
organizations, including the UN, and
Non-Governmental organizations.

- Aspa Nona,
President of the Special Conference

on Pacifism and Injustice.

PSMUN 2023



Pacifism & Injustices through Art
about inequalities

Valentine’s Day Mascara
Banksy

Banksy is an anonymous street artist, a
political activist, and undeniably one of the most
controversial and influential artists of the
century. He uses his art to express his
dissatisfaction with the political and social
scenery and deprecate modern lifestyles in a way
that challenges people’s perceptions of what we
conventionally classify as "art." He has become
a symbol of peaceful resistance to the
establishment.

Through his work, he condemns a wide
variety of social issues, with his latest artwork,
namely “Valentine's Day Mascara”,
demonstrating the artist’s stance on domestic
abuse and violence against women. The mural
depicts a 1950s housewife with a missing tooth
and a swollen eye, wearing yellow washing
gloves and a blue dress, and pushing what
appears to be her male partner into a real-life
freezer.

The artwork touches upon the timeless
subject of violence against women, domestic
abuse, and gender inequality; an issue extremely
relevant in the post-pandemic world, where
domestic abuse cases rose dramatically during
the quarantine period all around the globe.

An extract from the poem “Power” by
Audre Lorde:

Today that 37 year old white man
with 13 years of police forcing

was set free
by eleven white men who said they were

satisfied
justice had been done

and one Black Woman who said
“They convinced me” meaning

they had dragged her 4'10'' black Woman's
frame

over the hot coals
of four centuries of white male approval

until she let go
the first real power she ever had

and lined her own womb with cement
to make a graveyard for our children.

-Audre Lorde
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Stay tuned for the last issue!

PSMUN 2023


