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“Pacifism & Injustices”
Every society of the 21st

century is based on non-negotiable
principles that facilitate the prosperity
of all sectors of a nation; that of
fairness and peace. In a constantly
changing world, it is of vast
importance that these foundations
remain unchanged and that
individuals are in a constant hustle to
achieve them.

 This year’s PSMUN theme
“Pacifism and Injustice” ensures that
all nations fulfill the standardized
responsibilities that any welfare state
has to offer, access and distribution of
justice and peace-keeping. While war
remains a timeless situation that
countries might find themselves in
throughout time, the global aim of
pacifism becomes a reoccurring
struggle. All forms of inequality gaps
become gradually harder to bridge
and thus justice is served wrongfully
or inadequately.

 Extending from interpersonal to
diplomatic relations, pacifism and
injustice are vital, in order to make
sure that trust, integrity, and mutuality
of interests are existent. All the
aforementioned characteristics are
necessities when each nation’s duty is
the well-being of its citizens, which
includes access to all basic services,
decent living conditions, absence of
corruption and most of all fortification
of all basic human rights. When any
of these principles are disturbed, the
nation can be transformed to a society
of unfairness, and when this takes

place between nations, war could be
perceived as the optimal choice.
 Even though these concepts
might seem as a far away situation,
with which governments and
international organizations have to
deal, it is up to each person’s power to
realise how pacifism and injustice are
integrated in our everyday life. Ergo,
the resolution of the lack of these
principles, is dependent on the
behaviour of all people, which then
passes on to a greater hierarchy
internationally.

-Efi Charalampopoulou,
Deputy Secretary General

Standing Up for Pacifism: How
Whistleblowing is Fighting

Injustice
Whistleblowing is the act of

speaking out or disclosing

information about illegal or unethical
activities. It is a form of civil
disobedience that has become
increasingly important in the fight
against injustice. Whistleblowers are
people who choose to speak out
against wrongdoing, even when it
puts them at risk of retribution. Thus,
it is a nonviolent protest that puts the
spotlight on injustice and encourages
people to take action.

Whistleblowing is a serious
decision, and it should not be taken
lightly. Before blowing the whistle,
whistleblowers should consider the
potential risks and rewards of their
actions. They should also be aware of
the ethical implications of their
actions, and make sure that their
actions are consistent with their
values and beliefs. However, many
whistleblowers are not knowledgeable
enough when it comes to their rights.
In some countries, there are laws and
regulations that protect
whistleblowers from retaliation and
provide financial rewards for their
actions. In other countries, however,
laws and regulations may not provide
as much protection. Having said that,
whistleblowers should ensure that
their information is accurate and
reliable, and therefore be aware of the
potential for their information to be
distorted or misused.

Unfortunately, whistleblowing
can have significant consequences,
both for the whistleblower and for the
people and institutions they are
exposing. Specifically, it can lead to
criminal investigations, public
scrutiny, and legal action, but also
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public backlash and social stigma.
Additionally, whistleblowing can
have a negative impact on the
whistleblower’s career and personal
life. They may be fired, blacklisted, or
ostracized. In some cases, they may
even face physical violence or death
threats. Despite the risks,
whistleblowing can be an effective
way to challenge injustice and
promote peace and justice.

Whistleblowing is an important
tool in the fight against injustice and
the promotion of peace and justice. It
is a form of nonviolent protest that
has been used throughout history to
challenge corruption and oppression.
It also has the potential to make a real
difference in the world, and it can
provide whistleblowers with a sense
of reward and satisfaction. It is about
using non-violent means to achieve
peace and justice. Thus,
whistleblowing has a strong
connection with pacifism and fighting
injustice, while it can be considered as
an important “tool” or  "weapon".

-Anastasia Couri,
Deputy President in the UN Office on

Drugs and Crime

The growth and development
“equation”

People often use the terms
economic development and growth
interchangeably. Whereas it is true
that economic development will
generally be the result of economic
growth, that result is not always
guaranteed, given both political
constraints but also disagreements on
what constitutes development.

Growth is easily quantifiable, as
the real growth rate of an economy is
the positive rate of growth of its GDP.
The GDP gives us the value of output
in a given economy over the course of
year. Most economists and politicians
often focus on how to boost GDP
growth and rarely focus on
development. Economic development
on the other hand, includes the
improvement of the well-being of
citizens, through various economic
policies. Economic development is
multifaceted since many factors can
contribute to it, like infrastructure
improvement, reductions in poverty

and unemployment, advancements in
innovation, as well as access to
healthcare and education.

If investment doesn’t focus on
such qualitative and quantitate issues,
then less developed countries can
better lay the foundation for future
sustainable growth. Investing in
education for example while not
providing for job opportunities, will
lead to brain drain. Promoting
resource exploitation without
investing in innovation, infrastructure
and education will possibly lead to
these resources being exploited by
foreign companies, and local elites.

There is not wrong or right path
to growth and development, but it’s
always good to have in mind that
development will not necessarily be
the result of growth. In order for that
to happen, there needs to be
responsible governing and educated
citizens. Less developed and
developing countries need guidance
and support both bilaterally and from
international organizations, such as
the UN.

-Konstantinos Manitsas,
IB Economics Teacher
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Pacifism & Injustices through Art
about peace

UN Security Council Mural

Untitled (Mural for Peace) was painted by
Norwegian artist Per Krohg (1889 – 1965).

The mural is a testament to humankind’s
efforts to achieve peace, freedom, and equality,
which are symbolized by the phoenix rising from
its ashes, escaping from darkness, and leading the
way to light and happiness.

The mural’s focal point, the phoenix emerging
from the ashes in the bottom center, represents the
efforts to rebuild a new world following war and
conflict. The mural's two sides are starkly at odds
with one another, with the lower half depicting a
dark and depressing scene: a dungeon, soldiers, war
machines, and people struggling to break free of
their bonds and chains, whereas on the upper
section and in the surrounding panels, people are
shown dancing and singing in a light-filled
environment. In the upper center section, a man and
a woman are depicted kneeling and holding flowers
as a symbol of equality and peace.

The artist and creator of the mural, Per Krohg,
said, “the essence of the idea is to give an
impression of light, security and joy. The world we
see in the foreground is collapsing, while the new
world based on clarity and harmony can be built
up.”

A poem by Ilya Kaminsky:
We lived Happily during the War

And when they bombed other people’s houses, we
protested

but not enough, we opposed them but not
enough. I was

in my bed, around my bed America
was falling: invisible house by invisible house by

invisible house.
I took a chair outside and watched the sun.

In the sixth month
of a disastrous reign in the house of money

in the street of money in the city of money in the
country of money,

our great country of money, we (forgive us)
lived happily during the war.

-Ilya Kaminsky
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1. When was the UN founded?

2. What are the main bodies of the
UN?

3. Which organization was the
predecessor of the UN?

4. What are the 6 Committees of the
General Assembly?

5. Can you name the Permanent
members of the Security Council?

6. How many members does the UN
consist of?

7. Are all UN Resolutions legally
binding?

8. Who is the current Secretary
General of the UN?

9. What is considered the biggest
failure of the UN?

10. What are the o�cial languages of
the UN?

*for
answers
check last
page*

PSMUN 2023



PSMUN 2023



PSMUN 2023



Stay tuned for the next issues!
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