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Student Officer:  George – Evangelos Laios  

Position:   President  

  

PERSONAL INTRODUCTION 
 

Dear delegates, 

My name is George Laios and I will have the honour of serving as the President of the 

Group of Twenty in the upcoming Platon School Model United Nations Conference. 

I am an 11th grader in the German School of Athens. By the time the conference takes 

place, I will be 17 years old and will have attended 14 conferences. I believe this makes 

me experienced enough to be able to tell you how important MUN will prove to be for 

your lives, as far as both knowledge and human interaction are concerned. Through 

MUN you will become a citizen of the world, get to learn about the issues humans all 

over it have to deal with, make new acquaintances, thus forming long-lasting 

friendships with people from around the globe, and get to view everything you’ve 

known so far from a different perspective. This is why you should not view MUN as a 

chore. After all, we are here because we love what we do. Embrace the MUN family, 

and it will definitely embrace you back. For it is only then that you will get the most 

out of the time you devote to this memorable activity called Model United Nations. 

This session’s agenda of the G20 covers a variety of interesting issues the member 

states have to confront, including problems such as, but not limited to dealing with 

economic fugitives and xenophobia as well. 

As a Student Officer, I am here to guide you through the process of creating resolutions 

with the aim of combatting these problems, and the first step towards that would be 

ensuring that the issue is clear to every single one of you. This is the purpose of the 

Study Guide you are currently reading. 

In case you have any questions on the topic, the procedures or something MUN-

related in general, feel free to contact me at: laiosg@yahoo.com 

Thank you for taking the time to read this Study Guide. I hope it prove useful in giving 

you the advantage you need to be able to greatly raise the level of the debate. 

I look forward to meeting all of you and wish you all a fruitful debate! 

Best regards, 

Your President,  

George Laios 

mailto:laiosg@yahoo.com
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INTRODUCTION TO THE TOPIC 
Many economic offenders try to avoid persecution for their crime -or crimes- by 

leaving the country in which they committed the offense and either hiding or openly 

refusing to return to it in order to avoid being tried. Since crimes of a financial nature 

are mainly regarded as domestic crimes (versus “international crimes”), such an action 

indeed works as intended for the criminals, as they cannot be tried in a region other 

than the one in which they committed the offense. Criminals who utilize this method 

of avoiding persecution comprise the group of the so-called “economic fugitives”. 

Naturally, the states where the offense took place often call for the extradition of the  

criminals once they discover the place where they are located, so that the latter can 

officially be tried and penalized, if need be. However, many states that host economic 

fugitives refuse to comply to such a request for several reasons, mainly because they 

fear that a potentially unfair trial awaits the fugitives after their extradition. Other 

times, agreeing only takes place after the host state is assured that no capital 

punishment will be imposed in case the accused is found guilty. 

Yet one would say that it is only just for these fugitives to be tried. That leaves us with 

the need to address the issue of the lack of a coordinated international method of 

ensuring the extradition and the fair trial of economic fugitives in the country where 

they perpetrated the crime they are accused of. 

 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 
Economic fugitive 

An individual who has committed a crime of economic nature and for whom a warrant 

of arrest has been issued by a country’s court, who has however either left the country 

in question or refuses to return to it (if he/she was already located outside of it). This 

action is carried out with the aim of avoiding persecution, i.e. avoiding trial for the 

crime.1 

These are quite often state officials who commit embezzlement. 

Penalization 

Essentially, penalization equals punishment for a committed offense. Etymologically, 

this term stems from the word “penalty”, which justifies the fact that it is defined as 

“the act of imposing a penalty”. 

                                                      
1 
http://dea.gov.in/sites/default/files/Draft%20Fugitive%20Economic%20Offenders%20Bill%2C
%202017-22.3.2017.pdf (PDF FILE – no automatic MLA data available) 

http://dea.gov.in/sites/default/files/Draft%20Fugitive%20Economic%20Offenders%20Bill%2C%202017-22.3.2017.pdf
http://dea.gov.in/sites/default/files/Draft%20Fugitive%20Economic%20Offenders%20Bill%2C%202017-22.3.2017.pdf
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Extradition of a criminal2 

The act of a state handing over a criminal who has fled to that area to the state where 

they perpetrated the crime they are being accused of so that they can be tried for it. 

This may only be performed if: 

i) The state wishing to try the criminal files an official request for extradition 

and 

ii) The state where the criminal is situated agrees to the extradition (the 

extradition is up to the host country’s discretion, unless the circumstances 

surrounding this practice are not the usual ones) 

 

Since an image is worth a thousand words, I have taken the liberty of compiling a 

graph, which would count as an image of sorts, for you to better grasp the procedure: 

 

Make sure to check the “Background Information” section for more information on the 

process of extradition as well! 

 

 

                                                      
2 Andreopoulos, George J. “Extradition.” Encyclopædia Britannica, Encyclopædia Britannica, inc., 3 

Aug. 2010, www.britannica.com/topic/extradition.  

& Schabas, William A. “International criminal law.” Encyclopædia Britannica, Encyclopædia 

Britannica, inc., 14 Mar. 2016, www.britannica.com/topic/international-criminal-law. 

 

1

• A criminal commits a crime in State A

• Then the criminal flees to State B

2

State A discovers the location of the fled criminal•

State A, wishing to have the criminal tried, files a •
request for extradition and delivers it to State B

3

State B receives the request and decides whether an extradition meets •
with its approval

In case it does• , the criminal is apprehended and sent to State A, where 
they will stand trial

In case it does not• , the request is rejected and the criminal is not delivered 
to State A
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND & BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Extraditions 

Extradition policies play a key role in resolving the issue at hand. This is why it would 

be advisable to go through their history and through potential issues that arise from 

certain extradition policies. 

[A brief history] 

Extraditions date back to quite some time ago. Some of the first extradition treaties 

were the Jay Treaty (1974)3, which enabled the extradition of murderers and forgers 

only (!) between the USA and Britain, and the Extradition Law passed by Belgium in 

18334, which was a pioneering law as far as extraditions are concerned, since it shaped 

and moulded the development of future extradition treaties. The latter was of great 

significance, seeing as it was the first ever treaty on the topic that excluded of political 

nature from extraditable offenses. Such offenses comprise offenses driven by political 

reasons.5 

[Problems with extradition policies]6 

The criteria under which a request for extradition is approved or rejected are not only 

affected by the International Criminal Law (which is something that applies to all 

Member States), but also by the national laws and the constitution of each country, 

which may differ greatly from one another. For example, certain states may decide to 

allow the fugitive the right to asylum without even having to explain the reasons 

behind their decision. 

Moreover, especially in the past, the constitutions of some states did not allow the 

extradition of nationals to other states. Prime examples of this phenomenon would be 

the countries of Colombia (until 1997) and Slovenia. Practically, this meant that, if for 

example, a Colombian national committed a crime in a country other than Colombia 

(prior to 1997) and then fled, Colombia would reject any requests for said national’s 

extradition, which is something that hinders the process of delivering justice.  

                                                      
3 Suddath, Claire. “A Brief History of Extraditions.” Time, Time Inc., 30 Sept. 2009, 

content.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1926810,00.html. 

4 Book: Sinha, S. Prakash. Asylum and International Law. 

books.google.gr/books?id=AH_rCAAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&hl=el&source=gbs_atb#v=onep

age&q&f=false.  

5 “Political offence | Definition of political offence in English by Oxford Dictionaries.” Oxford 

Dictionaries | English, Oxford Dictionaries, en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/political_offence. 

6 Andreopoulos, George J. “Extradition.” Encyclopædia Britannica, Encyclopædia Britannica, inc., 3 

Aug. 2010, www.britannica.com/topic/extradition.  

& Schabas, William A. “International criminal law.” Encyclopædia Britannica, Encyclopædia 

Britannica, inc., 14 Mar. 2016, www.britannica.com/topic/international-criminal-law. 
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Other states impose extreme limitations on the process of extradition, as has become 

evident by the concept of double criminality, which dictates that, in order for an 

extradition request to be approved, the fugitive in question must be considered a 

wanted criminal by both the state demanding the extradition as well as the country 

receiving the request, which is clearly overly-specific and bound to happen only rarely. 

Apart from international extradition treaties, every state has its own legislation 

regarding the issue, so ensure that you do check the policy of the Member State you 

represent! 

On that note, some countries even reject requests from specific countries out of purely 

political reasons. Take the USA as an example. They have adopted specific treaties than 

enable them to perform an extradition with the following states:7 

Albania, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Barbados, 

Belgium, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Congo, Costa 

Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 

Egypt, El Salvador, Estonia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gambia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, 

Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hong Kong, Hungary, Iceland, India, 

Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kiribati, Latvia, Lesotho, 

Liberia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malawi, Malaysia, Malta, Mauritius, 

Mexico, Monaco, Nauru, The Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway, 

Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, 

Republic of Korea, Romania, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the 

Grenadines, San Marino, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovak Republic, 

Slovenia, Solomon Islands, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Suriname, Swaziland, 

Sweden, Switzerland, Tanzania, Thailand, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, Tuvalu, 

United Kingdom, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zambia, Zimbabwe 

The rest, such as Afghanistan, China and Russia, will usually be out of luck when 

requesting extraditions from the USA. 

What’s more, nations have only reached a consensus on which crimes are considered 

to be internationally condemned crimes against humanity (e.g. genocide).  Any 

requests for extradition of the perpetrators of these crimes are simply bound to be 

accepted. However, the biggest problem of all would be the fact that the same cannot 

be said for most political offenses and offenses of economic nature (A combination of 

these two would be embezzlement perpetrated by corrupt state officials). Accepting 

or rejecting a request for extradition regarding such an offense is still almost 

                                                      
7 https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/71600.pdf - PDF FILE, no automatic MLA data 
available – OFFICIAL STATE DOCUMENT 
& “List of United States extradition treaties.” Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation, 17 Nov. 2017, 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_United_States_extradition_treaties.  
& “Extradition law in the United States.” Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation, 25 Dec. 2017, 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extradition_law_in_the_United_States#International_extradition.  

 

https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/71600.pdf
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completely up to the discretion of the host country, and this is something that needs 

to be addressed. This was, as mentioned previously, mostly pioneered by the 

Extradition Law of Belgium in 1833. 

 

Tracking the economic fugitives 

Getting a country to hand over a fugitive is not the only issue that has to be considered. 

As was outlined previously, a request for extradition is only filed after the fugitive has 

been tracked. That means that another aspect of the topic that we are called upon to 

cover is finding methods of tracking down such fugitives through coordinated plans 

among Member States. 

This will be further analyzed in the sections that follow. 

 

INVOLVED COUNTRIES 
Current affairs regarding extradition of economic fugitives 

In today’s era several countries are facing issues regarding economic fugitives and the 

extradition thereof, either as host countries for the fugitives or as countries requesting 

the extradition of the fugitives. 
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CHINA8 

China is one of the most notable countries that fall under this category, if not the most 

notable one. 

During the course of 2014, China launched an anti-corruption campaign that went 

under the name “Operation Fox Hunt”. This campaign mainly focused on tracking 

down and ensuring the extradition of corrupt (former) Chinese officials who had 

become economic fugitives. Their crimes ranged from embezzlement to money 

laundering. Some of them had also entered other states with fraudulently obtained 

visas. At the time, the Chinese government estimated that 208 had fled with a total of 

1.93 million dollars. 

The campaign was successful, with 680 fugitives returning to China. In fact, during the 

first hundred days of the project, more fugitives were repatriated than in 2013! The 

success of the operation led Chinese President Xi Jinping to establishing yet another 

                                                      
8 . “180 economic fugitives back in China to face trial.” 180 economic fugitives back in China to 

face trial[1]- Chinadaily.Com.cn, www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2014-

10/30/content_18828921.htm.  

& Miller;, Additional Matthew. “China says over 150 'economic fugitives' at large in the U.S.” 

Reuters, Thomson Reuters, 11 Aug. 2014, www.reuters.com/article/us-china-corruption/china-

says-over-150-economic-fugitives-at-large-in-the-u-s-idUSKBN0GB0CS20140811.  

& Wee;, Sui-Lee. “China's Interpol office issues list of economic fugitives: graft watch.” Reuters, 

Thomson Reuters, 22 Apr. 2015, www.reuters.com/article/us-china-corruption/chinas-interpol-

office-issues-list-of-economic-fugitives-graft-watchdog-idUSKBN0ND19L20150422.  

& AsiaToday. “China's 'Fox Hunt' Achieves Excellent Results.” The Huffington Post, 

TheHuffingtonPost.com, 18 July 2016, www.huffingtonpost.com/asiatoday/chinas-fox-hunt-

achieves_b_11052040.html.  

& The "most-wanted" list includes photos, and Identification Numbers Of Former Local 

Government Officials. “China releases 'most-wanted' list of economic fugitives.” CNNMoney, Cable 

News Network, money.cnn.com/2015/04/23/news/china-most-wanted-economic-

fugitives/index.html.  

& Huang, Keira Lu. “China is using an operation called 'Skynet' to track down fugitive corrupt 

officials.” Business Insider, Business Insider, 27 Mar. 2015, www.businessinsider.com/china-is-

using-an-operation-called-skynet-to-track-down-fugitive-corrupt-officials-2015-3.  

& “China catches 20 more economic fugitives overseas.” China catches 20 more economic fugitives 

overseas - Xinhua | English.News.cn, 16 Apr. 2015, news.xinhuanet.com/english/2015-

04/16/c_134157724.htm.  

& Beijing believes at least 150 corrupt Chinese officials have fled to America. “China's anti-

Corruption crackdown reaches U.S.” CNNMoney, Cable News Network, 

money.cnn.com/2015/03/26/news/china-anti-corruption-us/index.html?iid=EL.  

& “China releases wanted list for worldwide fugitive hunt.” China releases wanted list for 

worldwide fugitive hunt - Xinhua | English.News.cn, 22 Apr. 2015, 

news.xinhuanet.com/english/2015-04/22/c_134174877.htm.  

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-corruption/china-says-over-150-economic-fugitives-at-large-in-the-u-s-idUSKBN0GB0CS20140811
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-corruption/china-says-over-150-economic-fugitives-at-large-in-the-u-s-idUSKBN0GB0CS20140811
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similar -even better coordinated- campaign called “Operation Sky Net”, that, among 

other objectives, was aimed at the repatriation of economic fugitives. 

China sought after the help of the USA as well, seeing as a list of the “most wanted” 

fugitives was delivered to the State Department, as the State Department itself 

confirmed. 

As a complementary measure, the Chinese Interpol Office and other relevant security 

organisations released a list with the 100 priority targets of the operations. Most of 

the people mentioned in the list were executives of companies or middle-level 

officials. 

These people had fled to several countries, as can be seen in the graph below. These 

countries are, mutatis mutandis, also involved in the issue. 

A simple Google search should yield several cases of Chinese repatriated fugitives, so 

I advise you to check things out for yourself as well. 

 

40 in the 

USA

A few were in 
countries such as:

Sudan, 
Ghana, 

Belize, and 
St. Kitts and 
Nevis, New 

Zealand, 
Australia, 

The rest: 

In Asia 
(Thailand, 

SIngapore & 

26 in 

Canada

ALLEGED 
LOCATIONS OF
THE 100 MOST 

WANTED
FUGITIVES

77 men
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA9 

As was mentioned previously, the USA were one of the top destinations for Chinese 

fugitives. Overall, it was estimated that at least 150 Chinese fugitives had fled there.  

Previously, it was pointed out that China and the United States have no extradition 

treaty “between” them, yet that does not necessarily mean that extraditions are not 

possible at all, as was the case this time. 

Several of the fugitives were located and repatriated. CNN states that, according to US 

Department of Justice (DOJ), Shilan Zhao, the ex-wife of an ex-Chinese official named 

Jianjun Qiao, who was also in the list released by the Chinese Interpol Office, was 

arrested in Washington state on charges of money laundering and possession of 

unlawfully obtained visas. 

At the time, the DOJ also claimed that Qiao remained unrestrained. Qiao was 

suspected of having falsified value-added tax invoices. 

                                                      
9 Same sources as with CHINA due to the their activities being interconnected (see above) 

An image published by the China Central Commission for Discipline Inspection 

(CCDI) showing the locations where further alleged fugitives are thought to be 

located.  

(Source: The "most-wanted" list includes photos, and Identification Numbers Of Former Local 

Government Officials. “China releases 'most-wanted' list of economic fugitives.” CNNMoney, 

Cable News Network, money.cnn.com/2015/04/23/news/china-most-wanted-economic-

fugitives/index.html.) 

) 
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On a side note, a woman named Yang Xiuzhu who was accused of embezzling an 

amount of money greater than 40 million US dollars, was arrested in 2014 after 

attempting to enter the country with a fake passport from the Netherlands. Ms. Yang 

was one of the most wanted economic fugitives that China had set its sight on. She 

was being pursued for 13 entire years!10 

The USA encouraged China to “provide strong evidence and intelligence” about the 

alleged corruption and to ensure a fair trial for the extradited people. 

 

THE UNITED KINGDOM 

According to the BBC, the Chinese government has asked for the UK’s assistance in 

repatriating about 50 corrupt Chinese officials.11 

 

CANADA12 

Canada also did not take the issue light-heartedly. In fact, it assisted China in 

repatriating several fugitives. 

Canada’s prime minister Justin Trudeau made the following statement:  

“Extradition is certainly one of the things the Chinese have indicated they wanted to 

talk about. But as everyone knows, Canada has very high standards in terms of 

extradition treaties, in accordance with our values" 

(Video Link) 

Moreover, Daniel Jean, the current National Security Adviser of the Canadian PM, who, 

at the time, was the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, made the following comment 

via a briefing note back in 2015: 

“Canada does not want to be seen as a safe haven for fugitives and it is in Canada's 

interest to have such persons removed” 

                                                      
10 Areddy, James T. “U.S. Returns Fugitive to China After 13 Years on the Run.” The Wall Street 

Journal, Dow Jones & Company, 16 Nov. 2016, www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-returns-chinese-

fugitive-after-13-years-on-the-run-1479293409.  

& “China's most-Wanted economic fugitive Yang Xiuzhu surrenders.” BBC News, BBC, 16 Nov. 
2016, www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-37998796. 
 
11 Fullerton, Jamie. “Operation Skynet: China's anti-Corruption campaign goes international as 

Beijing reaches out to uncover officials fled abroad.” The Independent, Independent Digital News 

and Media, 29 Mar. 2015, www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/operation-skynet-chinas-

anti-corruption-campaign-goes-international-as-beijing-reaches-out-to-10142310.html.  

12 Blanchfield, Mike. “'Economic fugitives' don't belong on Canadian soil, says Trudeau's security 
advisor.” CBCnews, CBC/Radio Canada, 21 Sept. 2016, www.cbc.ca/news/politics/china-security-
adviser-economic-fugitive-1.3771481. 

http://www.cbc.ca/player/play/769710147750/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-37998796
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One of the most-wanted fugitives who had fled to Canada in September 2010, He Jian, 

turned himself in in 2017. He was accused of being bribed and subsequently 

corrupted. Following his return to China, 49 out of the 100 most-wanted fugitives have 

been repatriated13. 

 

INDIA14 

India is yet another country wishing to penalize economic offenders and fugitives. In 

order to achieve that, it published a document titled “Draft Fugitive Economic 

Offenders Bill”15 in May 2017. The document in question explains the procedure 

involved when dealing with the issue and defines what an economic fugitive is in the 

“eyes” of the Indian Law. 

The bill’s purpose is to assist in confiscating assets belonging to high-value economic 

offenders who have fled the country until they return to be tried, as the Indian version 

of the Economic Times website mentions. This serves as a means of forcing fugitives 

to return and face the necessary penalty, if found guilty, of course.16 

On that note, Indian finance minister Arun Jaitley had stated (on the 1st of February 

2017) that, on several occasions, economic offenders had kept fleeing India to avoid a 

penalty and that the government would try to overcome this issue. The result of this 

attempt of the government was this draft legislation.17 

The United Kingdom is also involved in this affair, since it hosts Indian businessman 

and big-time economic fugitive Vijay Mallya, a man who owes over 9000 rupees to 

several Indian banking organisations.18 

                                                      
13 Wen;, Philip. “Chinese 'most-Wanted' fugitive returns seven years after fleeing to Ca.” Reuters, 

Thomson Reuters, 7 Nov. 2017, www.reuters.com/article/us-china-corruption-canada/chinese-

most-wanted-fugitive-returns-seven-years-after-fleeing-to-canada-idUSKBN1D7122?il=0.  

14 “Fugitive economic offenders bill out in public domain, feedback sought.” The Economic Times, 

19 May 2017, economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/govt-proposes-law-to-

take-properties-of-fugitive-eco-offenders/articleshow/58736812.cms. 

15 
http://dea.gov.in/sites/default/files/Draft%20Fugitive%20Economic%20Offenders%20Bill%2C%202017
-22.3.2017.pdf – PDF FILE – no automatic MLA data available 
16 “Fugitive economic offenders bill out in public domain, feedback sought.” The Economic Times, 

19 May 2017, economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/govt-proposes-law-to-

take-properties-of-fugitive-eco-offenders/articleshow/58736812.cms.  

17 “Fugitive economic offenders bill out in public domain, feedback sought.” The Economic Times, 

19 May 2017, economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/govt-proposes-law-to-

take-properties-of-fugitive-eco-offenders/articleshow/58736812.cms.  

18 “Fugitive economic offenders bill out in public domain, feedback sought.” The Economic Times, 

19 May 2017, economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/govt-proposes-law-to-

take-properties-of-fugitive-eco-offenders/articleshow/58736812.cms.  

http://dea.gov.in/sites/default/files/Draft%20Fugitive%20Economic%20Offenders%20Bill%2C%202017-22.3.2017.pdf
http://dea.gov.in/sites/default/files/Draft%20Fugitive%20Economic%20Offenders%20Bill%2C%202017-22.3.2017.pdf
http://dea.gov.in/sites/default/files/Draft%20Fugitive%20Economic%20Offenders%20Bill%2C%202017-22.3.2017.pdf
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INVOLVED ORGANISATIONS 

In this section, we will be reviewing brief comments made by spokespeople from some 

relevant organisations in order for you to grasp their approach on the issue. 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH19 

In the past, alongside the USA and Australia, Canada had rejected several of Beijing’s 

requests, as Sophie Richardson, the China director for Human Rights Watch, pointed 

out. According to her, the willingness Canada was showing as far as the resolution of 

the issue was concerned was rather “peculiar”. 

 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL20 

Alex Neve, the Secretary General of the Amnesty International, concerned about the 

controversial policies of the Chinese legal system, and wishing for the fair trial of those 

extradited, decided to comment upon Canada’s pursuing an extradition treaty with 

China. He mentioned that it would be “impossible” to create a treaty that would 

correspond to the ethical standards of Canada “to not send people to face the death 

penalty”. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

TIMELINE OF EVENTS 
This table contains only the most important events. The rest can be found within the 

“Background Information” section of the Study Guide. 

For more information on these events, please refer to the other sections of the Study 

Guide. 

                                                      
19 Blanchfield, Mike. “'Economic fugitives' don't belong on Canadian soil, says Trudeau's security 
advisor.” CBCnews, CBC/Radio Canada, 21 Sept. 2016, www.cbc.ca/news/politics/china-security-
adviser-economic-fugitive-1.3771481. 
 
20 Blanchfield, Mike. “'Economic fugitives' don't belong on Canadian soil, says Trudeau's security 
advisor.” CBCnews, CBC/Radio Canada, 21 Sept. 2016, www.cbc.ca/news/politics/china-security-
adviser-economic-fugitive-1.3771481. 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/china-security-adviser-economic-fugitive-1.3771481
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/china-security-adviser-economic-fugitive-1.3771481
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/china-security-adviser-economic-fugitive-1.3771481
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/china-security-adviser-economic-fugitive-1.3771481
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Date Event 

2014 (no specific date available) 

“Operation Fox Hunt” takes place21 

¶ Its targets are "corrupt public 
officials and private citizens 
alleged to have committed 
economic crimes such as 
financial fraud against persons, 
businesses and banks". 

¶ A Canadian memo by Daniel Jean 
on the operation published in 
2015 states that over 70 teams 
consisting of members of the 
police were sent abroad to track 
down and capture economic 
fugitives 

¶ China releases list with 100 most-
wanted fugitives 

2015 (no specific date available) 
Successor to “Operation Fox Hunt”, 

“Operation Skynet”, takes place 

2014-2015 
The United States assist China in 

repatriating economic fugitives located 
on American soil 

2015 
Canada pledges to assist China in 
repatriating economic fugitives 

May 2017 
India publishes the (Draft) Fugitive 

Economic Offenders Bill 

 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 
Now that we have explained the issue, let us review what a resolution should cover. 

As was mentioned in the Study Guide, there are two factors that we have to consider: 

i) How to track down economic fugitives collectively and 

ii) How to ensure a proper repatriation leading to a fair trial 

On the first aspect, a potential solution could be restructuring the current methods of 

international searches. If international warrants could be issued more easily, then the 

need for extraditions would be reduced. However, the question here is whether such 

                                                      
21 Blanchfield, Mike. “'Economic fugitives' don't belong on Canadian soil, says Trudeau's security 
advisor.” CBCnews, CBC/Radio Canada, 21 Sept. 2016, www.cbc.ca/news/politics/china-security-
adviser-economic-fugitive-1.3771481. 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/china-security-adviser-economic-fugitive-1.3771481
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/china-security-adviser-economic-fugitive-1.3771481
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a warrant should indeed be issued or if the charges against the accused are false. This 

is why there is a need for exchange of intelligence and evidence between the 

respective police departments of Member States. 

Moreover, encouraging introduction of specific legislation on which crimes are reason 

for extradition of the accused would be yet another assistive factor. 

After establishing the need for issuing a warrant, the actual tracking and apprehension 

has to take place. Cooperating with international police forces such as Interpol is 

essential in achieving the desired objective. However, as the situation stands right now, 

several political and legal limitations may hinder or obscure the cooperation between 

national police forces and such an international body. An example of a phenomenon 

hindering this effective cooperation could be corruption within these bodies 

themselves! 

As you can see, the deeper we delve into the issue, the more problems we have to 

face. As such, the proposed resolutions shouldn’t solely focus on one aspect of the 

issue, but instead try to tackle as many problems from which the problem stems as 

possible. 

Moving on to the second aspect of the topic, ensuring a fair trial is something the UN 

organisation has indeed occupied itself with in the past. The right to a fair trial is one 

of the primary human rights according to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

(A/RES/3/217 A ). Moreover, article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and 

Political Rights (2200A  

(XXI)) states the following: “everyone charged with a criminal offence shall be entitled 

to be tried in his or her presence and to defend  himself or herself in person or 

through legal assistance of his or her own  choosing or assigned to him or her where 

the interests of justice so require, in a fair and public hearing by a competent, 

independent and impartial tribunal established by law”. Another resolution that sets 

the standards of a just trial is the Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons 

under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment (Resolution 43/173), the 11th principle 

of which states that a detainee has the right to defend himself or herself or seek 

assistance by counsel. 

Ensuring that these regulations are indeed implemented is the first step one should 

take in regards to this aspect. 

Furthermore, organisations such as Amnesty International and the Human Rights 

Watch play a key role in this matter and their capabilities should, as such, be utilized 

in order to achieve our goal. 

 

I am quite confident that your resolutions will be more than adequate for combatting 

the issue. I hope you will have as much fun researching the topic as I did! 

 

http://www.un-documents.net/a3r217a.htm
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_RES_2200A(XXI)_civil.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_RES_2200A(XXI)_civil.pdf
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/43/a43r173.htm
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USEFUL LINKS AND MULTIMEDIA RESOURCES 

I personally suggest that you check out the following: 

¶ http://www.afr.com/news/politics/world/untold-story-chinas-operation-fox-

hunt-and-the-capture-of-zhang-jianping-20160615-gpk1i9 

¶ http://www.cbc.ca/player/play/769710147750/ 
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